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Oakland Prof Defends U.S. Viet Stand At Dem Seminar -

By Dwmm' JAimEu.
Staft Writer

“The United Smes the rich-
est country In the world, can
atford anything..ncluding
war,'”

That ts the opinion of Oak-
land  Unlversity political
science professor Roger H,
Marz, who, with demands for
Wm as a speaker Increasing

as his popularity grows, is
fast gaining stature as the
Michigan Oracle for tbe John-
s Administration’s stand oo
Vistoam,

President Lyndon Johnson
was sccused of leading the Na-
tion to the threshold of ther-
mosuclear war in Vietnam and
obliterating the Negro’s hopes

for civil rights in an ominous

cloud of pouc- state legisls-
tion in the U.S,

‘The accusation was leveled
by Detrolt Congressman John
Conyers Jr., a panelist and
speaker at a 19thCongressional
District Democratic Party
issoes seminar st Schoolcraft
College Saturday.

Marz turped out to be the
omly hswk ammg the paoel
members foreign af-
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fairs and, especlally, the war
in Vietnam, The otber panel
members included pacifist Dr,
Alice Woodruft, a medical tech-
nologist at Maybury Sanstorium
and anti-war authoress, and
civil rights advocate Congress-
man John Conyers Jr,, of De-
trott,

Marz’s statement of an
America so rich it can afford
war, was made originally by
former Secretary of State Dean
Achescn but the,uiversity pro-
fessor, who disclaims & posi-
tion a5 an official Party spokes-
man to point out he ts merely
a precinct  delegate from
Bloomfleld  Township's 18th
District, maintatns that the
overwhelming wealth of the U,S,
forms unbreakable ties that bind
this country morally to a pal-
fcy of cootalnment In lesser
and poorer nations aromd the
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+ESSENTIALLY," betoldthe
Observer, '‘our presance ln
Vietnam is a logical step in 2
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:mu.lmmnl policy we've had
stice 1945."

Marz ldmih.ad however, he
1s pessimistic over the future
direction of American forelgn
policy.

My guess,” be predicted,
98 that we are going to back
avay from our cocern with
the world and return to the
1solstionism of the 1940’8,

The professor polnted to the
strains of isolationism in the
curreat demands for unllateral

In Vietnam.

gotlaticns In Vietnam at this
time are whistling in the dark,
Nor do I think bombing North
Vietnam ar announcing we won't
bomb it will have any effect
on negotiations,””

Conyers’ attgck on his own
party’s national lesder paral-
Ieled, in general, the reaction
of Congress to the President's
State of the Union Speech last
week in which the domestic pro-
grams of the Great Soclety
were postponed or curtailed
drastically to meet the escal-
ating costof war insoutheastern
Asla,

..

THE PRESIDENTIAL mes-
sage was marked by the silence
n which it was recelved by a
listening Congress which broke
Into applause only when the chief
executive promised the ob-
viously more favored escala-
tion of another war agalnst
crime oa the home front,

But the Detroit Negro con-
gressman, expressing his con-
cern with what he termed the
President’'s “undoe emphasis
1o crime on the streets,’' was
emphatically not in accord with
his congressional colleagues’
cheers to Johnson's warning of
swift, storn and decisive re-
tribution for «those whopreach
disorder and violence,'”

1"Why should it not be dis-
turbing to me' Conyers told
0 Observer reporter,

“It 1s the harbinger of & cop
on every corner, an army out-
side evary city, a garrison
stats, a move to a police state,
an anti-Negro action.

It is an emphasis on pun-
ishment and can lead only lo
the formation of more ux\l-
social activitles,
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o] want to get to the pro-
blems, the real problems,’ the
Korean War veteran and long-
time NAACP civll rightsleader
exclaimed,

“1 want us to react and act
on the decaylog urban com-
munities and other conditions
that have bred crime. To do
something about living con-
diticns, To tear down the
ghattos, To put everybody to
work. To do away with the wel-
fare system by augmenting in-
comes of families making less
than $4,000 a year."

CEE Y

THE LATTER, to Conyers,
ars the problems presenting
‘what ha termed gre ‘rthe under-
belly of cur domestic problems

Including crime on the streets °

and civil rights,*

The congressman, in an
earlier talk in @ foreign affalrs
forum attended by about 100
Oskland and Wayne County
Democratic lesders and party
faithful, told his gudience that
Johnson's leadership and his
guidelines for the future has
“put the Natlon in a palitical
box, & dilemma that will affect
us all and characterized more
precisely In the Negro com-
munity.”

Of Johnson, he said, “He is
a Prestdent who has done more
for civil rights than all other
of our presidents together, and
yet we have been led into what
could be the first thermonu-
clear war of cur world,
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