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By George Maskin 3‘@
: observing sports

The Winter Olympics are just around the
corner in Grenoble, France. '

Thanks to the modern techniques of television
we'll be able to sit in our homes and watch live
the action taking place 3,000 miles away.

: There's one unhappy aspect, however, from
an American standpoint. *

The U. S. may be the -greatest nation in the

world in athletics — and some other things, too.

But when it comes to the winter aspect of the *

Games, we are due to take another bad beating.

We just can’t seem to ski or skate or bob.

sled or play hockey with the other countries

on this globe. They (meaning the other na-
tions) show us up badly.

The last time the Winter Games were held,
the.U. S. won a total of something like six medals
—Gold, Silver and Bronze.

It's not that we don’t try. Our young men and
women try as hard as they do any place else in

: the world,

Perhaps, our terrain’ or weather just doesn’t
give us a chance against those who reside in the
proximity of the Alps, etc., or where they have
chilly ‘weather the year ar’ound.

R

IT'S IRONIC, too, that hockey has become a
. big sport—for the fans—in the U. S. We also have
* more and more youngsters playing the game.
But when it comes to the big leagues, we still
have to count on Canada to produce the players
who stock the Red Wings, Black Hawks, Rangers,
Blues and all the rest.
Perhaps, the hockey trouble explains some-
* thing; we are short on artificial rinks.
Let’s look around in our own neighborhoods.
The good people who like to ice skate, must wait
for the thermometer to drop below freezing in
most cases.
It's especially true for the hockey bugs.
The few rinks that operate, regardless of
the weather, can’t accommodate all who wish
to use them.

Little wonder that a place like Gordie Howe's -

Iceland over on Detroit’s Far East Side stays up
the clock around and that be it 2 p.m. or 1 a.m.,
the place is jammed with skaters or hockey
players,

The question of local artificial rinks has come
. up several times, Very little has been done.

: Doc Fenkell brought up the subject the other
- evening at a press get-together held by the Tigers.
Doc lives in Plymouth.

*“Why not plug for artificial ice rinks?” Doc
pleaded. .

Well, if you'll check the back files of the
Observer you'll find that we have mentioned the
subject at least three times every year. -

It's always a prime subject on our list of New
Year’s wishes for Observerland.
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MAYBE, IT'S TOO much to expect at this
critical time with costs so high, that the taxpayer
should be slapped with the cost of erecting such
buildings. Granted, an artificial rink would be
wonderful from a recreational standpoint.

The various overseers of our tax money al-

_ ready have more places to use the cash than they

. have cash coming in. -

: Our schools are plagued with financial prob-
lems. If they aren’t at the moment, they will be
next month or next fall.

So luxury items must stand aside.

Al of which should bring the enterprising
private. citizen into the picture. It strikes us
that if somebody had the necessary cash to put
up, he not only could benefit handsomely in
the pocketbook, but he’d also be doing his
community o great service.

With more.rinks, we would be pulling more

- youngsters off the streets.

: Give the kids more ‘to do ... there’s less
chance they'll get into trouble or less chance
they'll get hurt.’

Do we have any takers?

Or givers?

Swimmers Split Meets

Schoolcraft College’s swim-
ming team broke evenina triple
dual meet last Friday, -

Schooleraft beat Jackson, 46-
39, but lost to Windsor, 47-
4, guson,

Roger Zygnowlcz won the
200-yard free style for School-
craft while teammates Russ

Hotfman copped the 200-yard

200-yard back stroke,
The

Stavenson High Friday.

Bentley Girds For Tre :
Surburban 6 Lead Up For Grabs ' >@dne

The halfway point has been
reached In the Suburban Six
Lesgue basketball race and It's
Bentley of Livonia, asexpected,
showing the way,

The Livoulans stand 5-0 in
the circult (11-2 overalD) as they
start the second half of their
league schedule this week at
Trenton {n what could be the
biggest game of the season for
both teams,

Treaton holds down second
place with a 4-1 mark after
bumping Plymouth, 64-52, Fri-
day as Bentley -trimmed
Belleville, 78-45, -

«1f we can win this one, we'll
be in pretty good shape,”* said
coach George Feflesof Bentley,
in referring to the Bentley in-
vasion of Trenton,

“Pretty good” is a modest
way to put it, A victory would
give Bentley a two-game bulge
over its nearest rival with only
four games left on the schedule
and its roughest test behind.
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BENTLEY HAD no problems
agalnst Belleville, Ken Bollin
filpped tn nine points inthe first
perfod to shoot Bentley on top,
23-15.

The lead swelled to 46-25, at
halftime and in the second half,
Belleville was held to 20
polots--only six in the last
period,

Bollin again pacedthe win-
ners  with 25 polnts on Il
baskets and two free thraws
as be upped his scoring average
for the season to 23 polnts,

Mark Chalsson had 16 for
Bentley, 10 Inthe second period,

Dan Doyle with 12, Leeroy
Watson with elght and Jim
Powers, Mark Hurlburt and
Walt Blacha with four eachcon-
tributed to the victory, Dave

nton Duel; NBA

Sterling scored uu-ec and Dan
Devanny two to round out
Bentley's scoring, -

Tennis Squad |
Captain Picked

ANN ARBOR--Dick Dell of
Bethesda, Md., letterman
Junor, has been chosen captain
of the University of Michigan

-1968 tennts squad, Coach Bill

Murphy announced. Dell, who
lost only one matchlast season,
succeeds Ed Walts of Jackson,
Mich,

Named All-Stars'

KALAMAZOOQ--Three West-
ern Michigan University coeds
were- named to the Mlichigan
State all-star girl's volleyball
.. team in a sports day held at
hina

w
Philsdeinnia 3 (3 53 "ot Ferrls Stale College. Fresh-
Toston . M 16 < 2  man’ Ferol Conklin of Cedar
BETRorr % 5 63 Falls, Tows, vas mamed o the
,'\":‘-“ York 25 23 461 11 first team while selected to
more. - 339 18 the second team were semior
. Western Divislon Dee Dustin of Kalamazoo and
St Louls ... 1

junfor Judy Moore of Sarnla,

n
q ont. .

San Francisco
Les Angeles
Chicago
Seattle . 1
San Diego L1

Win Streak

KALAMAZOO -« West-¢
ern  Michigan University's
swimming team compiled the
longest dual meet win streak
in its history when it won 25
stralght meets from 1962 to
1964,

Saturday’s Results
DETROIT 125, Los Angeles
St Louls 120, ‘Cincinnati 111
Battimore ) n Dirgo 122

Sunday's Results
Beston 11S. Philadeiphia 103
New Vork 133, San Franchico 130
103 Aogeles . Louls, 113
Seatle 135, Dalttmore 126

Brand new
fine quality
tires...not
retreads or
factory seconds

= Modern sculpt

When you bu

ured sidewall design.

Wi NOW AT FIRES

(Plus taxes an

Firestone
CHAMPION

The safe tire

| FULL 4-PLY
NYLON CORD BODY

*Wide deep precision-bladed tread for long mileage.
*Modified wrap-around design for better handling.

Compact Color TV ina
Mastercrafied Cabinet!

RCA

Mewlistd
COLOR TV

23° a8, 293 . In. pctire

‘Whan you're first in Color TV, thare's got to be 2 reasan.
And greater highlight brightness thia year is justone of the
reasons why you'll prefer RCA Color.

Check Our

RCA COLORTV - -
FROM $299.95 Low Prices
Modal £J 508 Immediate Delivery

o THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN ELECTRONICS
No Money Down-Up To 3 Years To Payl -
COLORLAND T.V. .
33644 5 Mile Rd.—2 Blocks W, of Farmington Rd,

KCA Asthorized Seles & Sarvies -
Open tiil 8 p.m. Every Night
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o) nyf:h:ﬁl:;‘?x L?’e.g:: 131 Tire 2nd Tire 13t Tire 2nd Tiee | (Per Tire)
g, Bars, Dug ot | oc01o *16.50 |* 8.25['19.50* 9.75| «=
ovevson ey Friaag, | f 73500 18.75] 9.37(21.75] 10.87| 2o
e 119.25 | 9.62(22.25( 1112 %
szt (99650 | 11.25] 25.50] 12.75 | 3%
siitesiy [25.00 [ 12.60( 28.25] 14.12 | i

All prices PLUS taxes and trade-in tires off your car.

NO MONEY DOWN

Take months to pay. .. credit established in minutes!

Firestone Store

*LIVONIA
Ply. Road at Middlebelt
GA 7-5000

y the first tire
d 2 trade-in

tires off
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Firestone Store

*PLYMOUTH
at Evergreen
VE 6-4232

TONE...

at price listed below.

your car.
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Firestone Store

W. McNICHOLS
at Schaefer
UN 4-8511

NOR
349-

Northville Tire

THVILLE

446 S. Main St.

0150

Loper Firestone

PLYMOUTH ‘
1094 S. Main
QL 33900

A\rley’s Firestone

SOUTHFIELD
at 11 Mile Rd.
353-5250




