February 4, 1968

Crime Hearing Gets Unruly

By DWIGHT JARRELL
Statf Writer
“Trye never hated in my life,
but in last summer’s rict they
were shooting at my husband,
1t he must dle, give him some-
thing to die for with hanor,*

This was the emotional plea
of 3 young, Intense Detroit
policeman’s wife who was
amoag 24 persons testifying
1ast week before the Michigan
Senate’s Crime Investigating
Committee holding its first pub~
e hearing in the state,

More than 200 persons filled
Carpenters Union Local 982's
halt at 22521 Grand River Tues~
day night where the special
senatorial crime body listened
to individual testimony center
ing on crime In the streets
which, In the words of com-
mittes member Sen, George W,
Kuhn, of West Bloomfleld, “has
turned Detroit into the crime
capital of the world,"”

“Take the handcuffs off our
police,” said the Detrolt police
officer’s wite, and the loud,
and sometime wnruly, crowded
hall gave her testimony thun-
derous applause,

..

*WE ARE NOW getting down
to the grassroots and talking
to the people in the commu-
nitles,” State Sen, Raymond
D, Dzendzal, D-Detroit, a mem-
ber of the committee and span-
sor of the rasolution which set
1t up, told an Observer re.

T

#iWe’re finding out the pri-
vate citizen’s thinking oncrime
in the street, And It Is very
emphatic,” he sald,

The committes, brought to
iite by the Tegular sesslon of
the State Legislature last year
and given tll next December
to perform Its task, bas held
1 closed-door meetings with
[tz:mmlty leaders andlaw en-
torcement agencles in Detroit,
Grand Rapids and Lansing,

Other public meetings, at
which testimony of private cit-
1zens will be sought, are sched-
uled in the Immedlate future,
The latter tnclude & second
hearing within two weeks in
Detroit’s inner city, followed
by simllar hearings on Detroit’s
east side, Flint, Grad Rapids,
Kalamazoo and Jacksen,
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CHAIRMAN OF the eight-
member non-partisan investig-
ating body 18 Jackson Repub-
Itcan Senator James G, Flem-
ing, Other GOP senatars, be-
sides Kuhn, are Dearborn
Hoights’ N, Lorraine Beebe and
John F, Toepp of Cadillac, Dem-
ocrats, in addition to Dzendzal,
are Detrolt Senators Stanley
F. Rozycki, Coleman Young and
Arthur Cartwright, Young and
Cartwright are the twoNegroes
oa the committee, Senator Bee-
‘be {a its only woman.

The committee started orig-
inally April 12, 1967, with six
members and an appropriation
of $3,000, Senatars Sfowng and
Beebe were added to it follow-

the Detroit riots and ai
which time its budget was in-
croased to $10,000, Its chair-
man, Senator Fleming, former
Jackson city prosecutor, estim-
ated that expenses to date have
T *“about $300 to $400,"

A prelimtnary report, made
back to thelr Senate colleagues
on the basis of their closed-
door Bassions, has resulted in
several bills relative to crime
and rlots being Introduced al-
ready tn the sesslon. of the
Legislatura,

They include:

sA Molotov cocktail bomb law
amendment which will remove
the word “intent” fromthe law,
difficult to prove 1o a court,
and make mere possession. s
felny,

»A*law regarding sniping, for
‘which some legislatorsire ad-
vocating the death penalty.

eMcb control laws, in the

words of Dzendzal, **with more
teeth In them and giving police
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crowds,'
sLaws granting the governor
and mayors of cities more pow-
ors to act in event of riols,
eLegisiation to upgrade and
provide additional riot training
for police,
«More pay for police, by state
subsidy Uf necessary.
v e

THE COMMITTEE {sexpect-
ed to back momentarily, swing-
ing 1ts weight behind a blll of
one of its own members, Kuhn's
current controversial “‘stopand
frisk® law of which Is now in
the legislative hopper and be-
fore the Senate’s judiclary com-
mittea,

More than hall of the crime
body's members are reported
tavor Ing passage of such a law,
according to Dzendzel who
sponsored a similar bill defeat-
ed two years 2go,

“We should lake any mea-
sure necessary to protect our

<eight million citizens,” Kuhn
told Tuesday night’s audlence,
composed largely of middle-
aged residents, who gave his
statement and the stopandfrisk
law a clamorous response, and
a core of young hecklers,

PREEE)

THE HECKLING of Negro
witnesses at the hearing at
times bordered on disorder with
little attempt by the committee
to curb them,

Negro resident Willis Tabor
finally disrupted his testimony
to turn to a tormentor who
sank embarrassingly back into
the crowd when Tabor sald to
him quletly, “1 gave your lady
the opportunity to speak.”

Tabor’s testimony to the
committee included his oppos-
Itlon to the Molotov cocktall
legisiation whlch brought
groans and catcalls from the
predominantly white audience
.and tha question ““Why?** snap-
ped at him by Rozyckl,

*The basic, fundamental
principle of criminal law Is
that you must show intent,”
Tabor answered, 'Would you
change the whole concept of
our courts?” he asked Rozy-
ckl,

o s

TABOR, never losing his
composure, spoke also about
police brutality,

“Have you personally ever
been witness to such,’” Rozycki
questioned?

“Yes, 1 have, Senator,”” Ta-
bor answered, and paused: “To
my own person,’
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The answer produced com-
plete sileace inthe hall, sudden-
1y so0 quiet the hum of a flick~
ering fluorescent lamp over-
head was audible,

Rozyekd, disconcerted appar-
ently, asked hurriedly, “T ask-
ed you have you been an eye-
witness?"

7 was present when a friend
of mine was killed In broad
daylight,”” Tabor replied saft-

1y,

Fleming later explained to

Observer reporter’s ques-

tiba concerning the lack of the
committee's exertions tomain-
tain order;

4We did let the people be
moare expressive of their opin-
ims than we would normally
at a public hearing because we
wanted to get the real feeling
of the people and what they
want and need.’’

e .

TESTIMONY AND committee
comments early turned to an
indictment of the state’s courts.

“The people,” Dzendzel
commented, ‘have an ever

SEN. RAYMOND DZENDZEL
growing concern not just about
crime on the street but the
type of justice handed ow to
criminals,

Citizens feel that Jawbreak-
ers are merely betng slapped
on the wrists by the courts,’”
he said,

[ frisk 1aw) can, We need him

‘1 sometimes wonder,” he
continued, ‘4f it 1sn*t the courts
that need our attentionthe most.
Perhaps we should readthe riot
act to our judges, An answer
1a the voice of the peogle at the
polls when certain of these
are ruaning for re-

But even the crime body's
own senators couldnt escape
entirely the angry mood of one
woman,

Said she, to Fleming: ‘We

“elected you to represent us and
you cant do anything., But
Hubbard (Mayor Orville Hub-
bard of Dearborn who recently
had passed a Dearborn stopand

for mayor of Detroit,”
Dzendzel interposed:
need ancther Mary Beck.”
3

“We

AT THE HEIGHT of the five-
hour-long meeting, 2 committee
member interrupted to call out
the name of a resident pres-
ent:

“Your real estate office has
just been robbed,” be said,

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION for their efforts in donating all food for the annual
Madonna College benefit dinner-dance is presented to John Carlo {second from
left)_and Arthur Koberyznski {right), owners of the Thunderbird Inn, by Earl Demel,
lay member of the Board of Trustees, and Mrs. ira Kaufman, head of the college’s
Advisory Board. The affair attracted more than 250 with the entire proceeds going
to the Madonna College Scholarship Fund.
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