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“Stevenson Student Senate, Others Hit Critics

EDITOR:
In regard to recent letters
which have sppeared In the

for the wrongs of a few"’, Ste- .

venson students are proud of
their school and we resent the
it

Livonia Observer
at High,

false

dot

the Stevenson Student Senate
would like to take. this oppor-~
tunity to present its point af
view:

. First, the comment that **with
the existing modular system
at Stevenscn, students have too
much free time and too litlle
supervision,’” is caly a .mai-
ter of opinion, About cne-third
of the Stevenson students now
are carrying six subjects,
The so-called ‘‘problem’” that
exists 1s caused by a minority
of the student body, These few
are as Incapable of handling
the responsibility placed upan
them by modular scheduling as
they were of handling the re-
sponsibilities placed upon them
under the traditional schedules
of previous years,

The majority of Stevenson
students are well aware of the
increased responsibilities, as
well as the increased oppor-
tunities, oftered them under
the modular system, Faculty
and administration have pro-
vided well-gquipped, Super-
vised, study-orientated re-
source facilities in each of the
academic areas to supplement
materials offered by the
Itbrary. Every opportunity is
provided for the indlvidual to
learn and it is his responsi-
bility to take advantage of them,

As most people know, Frank-
1in High Schoot s also on mod-
ular scheduling. Bentley is not.
There is no significant dif-
ference In the dropout rate
among the three high schools,
In fact, Livonta’s dropout rate
1S less than three per cent,
while the national norm is six
per cent, Statistics verlfy that
Stevenson does mot have the
highest dropout rate in Livonia.

Secondly, we would like to
discuss the quotation from the
Senate Flash Bullettn, which
stated, “Our blggest problem
this semester has been com-
municatlon, A major change
in communications wiil come
shortly,”

It was taken out of context.
The quote referred tocommun-

- lcations between the Student

Senate and the student body at
Stevenson in regard to keep-
tng. the students Informed ca
Senate business, It in no way
referred to communication
problems between the Senate
and the administration or facul-
ty.
To our knowledge, opportun-
itles for communication be-
tween the administration and
parents has been more than
adequate, Mr, Formsma, prin-
cipal of Stevenson High School,
has frequently attended_ja-
formal coffee hours at whichhe
has been more than willing to
discuss both modular schedul-
ing and the situation at Steven-
son in general, Information has
‘been communicated to the par-
ents through the school news-
letter many times during the
year, One Issue provided space
for parents to return questions
or comments. A special phone
number alse was listed and
parents were urged to call and
communicate their feelings,

As far as personal visits to
the school, the administration
has scheduled groups of par~
ents, students or other edu-
cators for tours and explana-
tions of the Stevenson Plan,

reference was made to *a

of students™ who ‘tried

d to take the job upoa them-

selves that would normally be-

long to the adminlstration and

staff, but it was more than
they could secomplish,

The explanation behind the
problem the above quotation
alludes to concerns vandalism
and destruction in the lavator-
fes, a problem whichalsoexists
at Bentley and Frankiin,

Students established a volun-
tary Lavatory-Monitoring sys-
tem to put 2 halt to destruction
and smoking, The problem was
caused by the usual minority
of students who have no re-
spect for school property, rules
or sdministration, Suprisingly
enough, within & week, @ sig-
nificant change had been made
in the problem, The students
causing the problems were a
little more hesitant to smoke
or cause damage while friends
or fellow students were moai-
toring the lavatories,

©On the whole, destruction and
smoking have been greatly re-
duced, K

The faculty and administra-
tion do not “laugh or look the
other way,’” Disciplinary ac-
tion has been taken inailcases.
It should also be noted at this
point that many student visl-
tors and educators from other
areas have commented that the
conditions at Stevenson &re
much better than at thelr re
spective schools,

The students at Stevenson
are well aware of the school’s
reputation in the community,
but we feel that exaggeration;
rumor and misunderstanding
constitute the major portion of
the' problem, It returns to the
same old cliche: “All suffer

We
ments that have been made
at Stevenson, and we will con-
tidue to be in the years to
come,

The Stevenson High School
Student Senate would like to
take this opportunity to extend
to members of the community
an invitation to cbserve our
educational program, We feel
1t 15 excellent and will stand
up to any in the state, By

calling the main office (261-
1250) a personal visit can be
arranged, and one of the Sen-
ate members would behappy
to be your escort.

THE STEVENSON HIGH

SCHOOL STUDENT SENATE
A Student Answers
EDITOR: .

1 have just finished reading
the letter published in your
paper on February 21 about
conditions in Stevenson High
School, .

I am a student of that school
and very concerned with the

. problems that do exist there
such as skipping,

to say that it is ineffective

etc.; but 1 would hardly say
that we are ‘{irst in prob-
lems of delinquency.!”

1 am sure that if one would
take a look at the other schools
around here they would find
just as much destruction going
on there also, The writer of
the article seems to be blam-
ing this vandalism oa the mod-
ular scheduling that we are
now using,

e

1 OBJECT to anyone not dir-

ectly Involved with this system

and 'y The writer
of this article must have taken
the opinions of a few as fact.
Modular scheduling is a.very
useful method of education be-
cause it brings us into closer
association with the teachers,
gives us an opportunity to ex-
périence large lectures before
we have them In college, and
also teaches us how to use our
free time effectively,

It puts more of the respon-
sibllity of learning on us, Most
students at Stevenson are mat-
ure enough %o accept this re-~

sponsibility and use thelr free
time as best as they can, It
is the immature person who
will say “I was bored” when
asked why he dropped out of
school, During your free time
you can take advantage of the
Math, English, or History Re-
.. source Center, which are well
supervised and have materials
in them to help us in their
particular subject,
. You can also go into the Lib-
rary, Language lab., or one
of the two study halls, You
must be In cae of these places
and not wandering around the

halls during your free time,
I caught out, you can be given
a referral and be sent to one
of the Assistant Principals of-
fices, Vandalism does occur
during this time.

P

1 WOULD LIKE to know where
the writer of that article got
the Information that a “boy
with a long police record” was
the ‘“hero’ of the school be-
cause the students admire Mm
for what he can get away with,
The writer only made it obvious
who 1t was he was referring to.

You have to agree that this

was' used In extremely poor
taste on the part of the writer,
‘The writer seems astonished
that the school let this boyback
into school, He suggested that
the boy be put Into & school
full of strangers so he can not
be in close assocjation with
‘“his group,” (Uf the writer
knew anything at all about Stev-
enson or thls boy, he would
know that he has no ‘group™.)
Tt 1s too bad that the writer
of the published article was not
better informed before he wrote
it. AN EVEN MORE’
CONCERNED STUDENT
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Avril* rayon, cot-
ton, gently ruffled
flounce.

washable.

Reg. 10.99 twin size ..... .8.99
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Save 21 "Quilt-Top"
flounced bedspread

.099_

Machine  Full Size

Reg. 12.99

®  DEVROIT GRAND RIVER AT GREENFIELD 3354200
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WHIMSICAL WHIPPED CREAM

0. Won't wrinkle, pleats

Solids of Dacron® polyester crep
Hand washable. 45-in.

permanently, Soft and creamy.

WILD WHIPPED CREAM PRINTS.

Dacron™ pe|yeifa‘r

In this spring’s splashiest patterns.
Hand wash.

crepe won't wrinkle, Pleats permanently.

' Save s2!

Top-quilted
print bedspreads

99

FULL SIZE
REG. 12.99

® Luxurious hour-glass quilted top

® Floral-splashed lustrous polished cotton

This is real flower power! A whole field of flowers
on a sparkling white background. The quilted fop
is filled with bouncy, bonded acetate that will not

_mat, even after scores of machine washings. Colors

stay brilliant, too! What better way to liven up
your bedroom than this! Jardin print in a rainbow
of lovely, lively colors. Full size.

Reg, 10.99 twin size "Jardin™ ....

HEDPITRE

c.i..8.99

SAVE 20 Overlay -~
Chenille Bedspread

Foral overlay on
white. Machine
wash-and dry. Cot-
ton chenille.

Reg. 9.99 twin size ...

resists creases,

MILE AT DEQUINDRE 7557500

899

Full Size
Reg. 10.99

.. 7.99

ew bright
andgay..for
dressorplay

TAPISTRANO PRINTS, SOLIDS

Tangy tapistrano for casual wear with
zipt Rich solids, splashy prints, kicky
plaids in a crisp 2-ply weave of rayon
and cotton that won't crush or crease.
44-45-in, width,

BEAUTIFUL BONDED CREPE

Needs no lining. Crease-resistant acetate.rayon is sof
and supple. One step sewing, lasting shape. 45-in.

CAREFREE CRINKLE CREPE

Needs no ironing, packs without wrinkles. Arnel®-For.
trel® polyester. Machine wash and wear for easy cara.

HEATHERY BOUCLE SUITING”

Has a costly misty-tweed look, Non - allergenic, crease
resistant. Hopsack-weave. Rayon-acetate.

CUPIONI SLUB-WEAVE SHANTUNG

100, Machine washable
! 45.in. wide,
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Yard
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Yord
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Yard
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Yard
99
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FARMINGTON DOWNTOWN SHOPPING CENTER 4766350 B MT. CLEMINS 15 M.Ill AT GRATIOT 791-2000 -
OMIA PLYMOUTH AT MIDDLEBELY 4271600 M  PONTIAC MALL TELEGRAPH AT ELIZABETH LAKE RD. 6824540



