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Readers Express Views On Many Vexing Problems

Livonians Differ
On Question
Of Residency

Editor's Note-~

Followlag are twoletterssent
to the Livonia Civil Service
Commission on the matter of
resldency--coples sent also to
the Livonla Observer, They
come from the same office,
but differ in viewpoint between
boss and employe,

Gentlemen:

. Tt 18 the writer’s understand-
ing that the Civil Service Com-
mission has a proposal under
consideration that will elimin-
ate residence requirements for
City employees.,

It is my opinion that present
City wage levels and fringe
benefits are sufficient to at-
tract competent people In all
posltions of the City. I am
sure the Commission is aware
of Livonia’s population of 105,-
000 people. I feel certaln these
people  have the skills and
talents to fIll such jobs that

required by the Com-
mission.

Any City positions that are
not under Civil Service, even
on Commissions or Boards of
the City, already require two
years of residence both in the
present and the proposed mew
City Charter, The two year
residence requirement applies
to the elective offices of Mayor
and Clty Council as well as
others.

A proposal of the type sug-
gested can benefit only a few

selected highly paid special .

positions, while low paid jobs
will be under heavy competition
from residents of unplanned
commubitles as far away as
Jackson,

Any professional positions
that are filled by non-residents
under open competition already
have six moaths in which to
decide 1if they wish to retain
the position and move Into the
City,

The Commission has always
required residency in the City
to fill the jobs in the Water
and Sewer Division, We would
be severely handicapped if all
employees chose to live within
e hour’s drive if this rule
should be adopted. Our em-
ployees are presently on an
emergency call list, subject
to call at any time, for water
breaks or any other inter-
ruption,

1 urge thé Commission to
review this unrealistic pro-
posal and continue to protect
the rights of those loyal em-
ployes who have for these many
years been proud to live In,
and work for, the City.

Water and Sewer
Dvisision
DAVID L, JONES,
Commissioner

.

Gentlemen:

Regarding the January 18,
1968 notice of proposed amend-
ment to the Rules and Re-
gulations of the Civil Service
Commission of the City of Li-
vonla, concerning residence re-
quirements,

1 wish to express my opinion
in favor of the proposed amend-
ment for the following reasops:

A.1 belleve the present rule

is an invasion of the em-
. ploye's private and per-
sonal life whe. it dictates
where he shall live and.
spend his leisure time,
L1 believe there Is definite
discrimination between the
city employes and the
school employes, who are
beth paid by the same tax-
payer. The elty employes
must Ilve In Livonlawhere-
as the School employes may
lve where they choose,
This discrimination should
be eliminated,

C.Modern transportation has
deflnitely outdated the re-
quirement for residency
within the City llmits; In
00 other segment of the
business community doyou
find this restrictive sit-
uation,

1 would hope that the Com-

missloa's policy of evaluating

]

an employe’s performance
solely on his job actlvity would
continve and therefore a res-
idency requirement would Seem
to be superfluous and should
be eliminated as a condition
of City employment. .
‘Thank you for considering
my comments,
DAROLD JENNINGS
Water and Sewer Accountant

Charges News Item

Confuses An Issue
EDITOR:

1 would like to make an ob-
servation about anarticle which
appeared In the Feb, 28 issue
of The Livonia Observer. The
-artlele inquestion was *‘Schools
Fight Parochial State Ald.” 1
feel that though the articie was
an attempt to expose an exist-
ing condition, it did little more
than help confuse the Issue.

‘Apparently, the PTA s op-
posing the bill on the grounds
that it is a threat to the Pub-
e Schoc® System. I wonder
if these people realize that the
Public School System, which Is
in bad financlal straits to begin
with, saves about $200 million
annually because of the exis-
tence of the non-public schools
in Michigan.

Simple arithmetic would in-
dicate that It would be a lot
cheaper to spend $21 million
for aid, than to be faced with
a cost of $200 million when all
the non-public schools close
and their students enroll In the
local publie school, This cost,
by the way, Is only operating
expense, It would take about
$710 milllon to provide for
bulldings in which to schno]
these students,

Probably the biggest argu-
ment against the bill Is the
,one over the separation of
Church and State. This can be
dealt with more easily when
people are made aware of the
fact that the bill specifically
avolds  grantlng  aids -
churches, religions, and re-
liglous socleties, All ald is
given directly to parents--who
may do with It as they see fit.

The obfect here Is to help
pay for ‘the so called secular
subjects required by the State.
It, In effect, alds the parents
I complylng with the State’s
compulsory attendance law,
without interfering with the’
Constitutional rights of all par-
ents to select the school to
which they send thelr children,

It grants - them thelr share
of the tax dotlars which they
provide for education--thereby
ving up to the State’s respon-
sibility to provide educational
facilities for all, seelng that
.1t collects taxes from all,

RICHARD MARSTON
Livonia

Travel Restrictions
Can Hurt Economy

EDITOR:

I 'would like to comment on the
recent artlcles which appeared
on your editorial page,

First of all, the restrictions
requested by President John-
son, Granted 1t doesn’t seem to
be too much to ask of an iny
dividual to postpone or forego
a trip abroad in a spirit of
patriotism,

However the problem Is not,
that simple. Most travel
agencles make most of thelr
profits on forelgn travel, If Pre-
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sident Johnson's requests are
heeded by all, many agencies
will go bankrupt. And what about
the alrlines such as TWA and
Pan Am which either specialize

in or deal exclusively with *

foreign flights? And theaircraft
manufacturers who willloseor-
ders for the big jets: they're
only good for long distance
flights and finally many
Europeans questfon the future of
thelr economy which was halped
by American tourism.

Will we have to bail them out
of a financial crisis? All of
these factors make the question
a little more complicated than
the patriotism of one Individ-

Second, In a recent issue you
reported -a speech in detall
which mentioned possible
threats by rloters to come out
to the suburbs and “Kll 2

white child”. In a later edi-
-torfal you criticlzed the speak-
er for being Irresponsible in
making public such fnformation
which will cause undue and un-
necessary panic in the suburbs,
T agree with you 100 per cent,
My questlon Is, if you really
felt this way, why did you print
the story?

Third, another editorial erit-
tzed . someone for opposing a
referendum on open housing,
I disagree with you. If there
had been a referendum onevery
controverstal 1ssue regarding
«civil rights, there would still
be slavery In the south and
schools, buses etc. would still
be segregated.

There would probably be no
income tax or compulsory ed-
ucation. There are times when
we must trust our elected of-
. ficlals, This referendum idea

1s getting out of hand almost as
much as strikes. )

MARY BIGOT

- Farmington

Thanks Observer

For Fine Coverage
EDITOR:

Since July 1, 1967, it has
been my pleasure as Admin-
istrative Assistant in the Clar-
enceville School District to be
the liaison between the district
and the news media

mrmg this time 1 have come
to know many of your staff,
very well, Most have been ex-

As you are probably aware,
Clarenceville dedicated the
Louls E, Schmidt Auditorjum
on Wednesday, March 13, This
event was 2 ‘“coming out
affair,” if you will, for the
Clarenceville School District
and its community, Because
of thds, much emphasis was
placed by the district and com-
munity- people on the promo-

-tional phase of the program,

Whatever success we achlev-
ed in publicizing and prometing
the dedication is due largely
to your staff of very capable
newspaper  people, Tommy
Thompson, Tim Richard, Bill
Mann and Gary Garretson play-
ed a very significant role in
more than ade-

tremely and have
helped Clarenceville to receive
its” due publicity in the three
communities into which it ex-
tends.
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quate hews coverage, attractive
programs, etc,

1 should like to commend
you on ‘your excellent staif and

thank you for the. Observer’s
consistent and . continued con-
cern for the Clarenceviile
School District. It indeed has
been my pleasure to work with
the Observer staff and I look
forward to a lang future of
compatible efforts for our mu-
tual benefit,

Thanking and commendu\g
you once again, Iam,

GENE W, SCHOLES
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Thanks For Aid

EDITOR:

The RedfordSuburban League
is most grateful and apprecia-
tive for the newspaper cover-
age you gave our ways and
means project, the Wandy Her=
man dance,

The proceeds il be disper-
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committee to ald retardedthil:

dren in manyareas in Michigan,

The support of the community
was most satisfying,

. ELAINE MANGO

‘Ways and Means Chairman

A Plug For Ventury

EDITOR:

In reply to the letter appear=
ing in the Feb, 21 issve and
signed A.E. Smith; I'm an old
timer in Livonia too, and fai® -
to see our groving city an
an “"overgrown cow pasture,”

As to the reference of Peter
Ventura; far better to be a
ventriloquist than someone’s
“Charley McCarthy."

Good luck to Peter Ventura
on the coming electlon, N
N © L HUNTER
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