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On\y, the jet age makes it possible —_ .
One . night you're in a hot, jammed dresalng room 2 third|in ‘its Yeigule, but then | BYI MéAlpine bnd Dive Gor-i o

in the Boston Gardens. [ pame/ ug with 2 chimplonship | ton from last yeu's s!rmz.
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and now:they're sweating out the result of a game at | Livonta lnvitaitonal tournament L e e [ v league meet 1 ;z&gﬁ”““‘ as ‘i"‘ub", K
New' York between the. Knicks and the Cinclnnali g Redtord Unioo, 2-1, " champs; are now P . ‘
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Natlonal -Basketball Association playoffs. If the Royals
won, thetPistons and Cincy would have to. playoff for
the rlghl to enter the playoffs. ‘ hitely present the new | 80
The news of what was happening in New York [ when their squads come :
come through a radio bru:dc:st which faded In and | ¥ this week; if the wea-
out. I: ’ perates, In their sea-
“The Knicks are fnur up,” somebody said. "0)1 oh T8,
the Royals have gone ahead by one
“Hey . lhere are 15 seconds left . . . the Knlcks
lead by one.” i
All ears now turned closer to the radio: i
Em Bryant of. the Knicks had the ball and' was
douled. He made a free throw. New York led, 108-108,
with three secondsito go.
The broadcaster called the play. . ..
“Tom Van Arsdale has it . . . he pusses it into
Jerry Lueas . . . he shoots . . . misses ... ..Reed has
* the ball . .. IT'S ALL OVER" -
And in an instant. the Pistons en masse Ieaped and
shouted. They hugged one another.
A tear dnppe from coach Donnis Butcher's eye.
After five years, the Pistons had made it into the
playoffs again.
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A COUPLE NIGHTS later, the scene shifts for this
reporter. Now it was Jenison Field House, along side of
the Red Cedar river into which in our co]lege days at i ;
Mn{chxggn S:}alﬁ w;. were é(;;sed ;r;(as ahfreshman dbz—:cguse ) [ e ONLY’
a few baseball players ntlewatwesal about = rfn *
them. 1 Limi ted t";" :

It was the night of the state hlgh schoul semifinals.

The. Class B teams played first. . Willow Run |
won and then Holland Christian.

Next the spotlight turned on the Class A semis.
First it was Ottawa Hills from Grand Rapids beating
Detroit Austin . . . then No. 1 ranked Ypsxlsnh downing
\Detroit Catholic Central.

It made no difference which team won. The
exuberancé .was the same each time.

Screaming cheerleaders began to cry .. [n!hers
and mothers hugged in the open . . students roared to
}i]fl their basketball heroes and carry them irnm the

oor

Everybody patted somebody on the back.

I the coach were to ask for a raise in ay at the
moment, the school superintendent he works for un-
qnesnonally would have shouted "How much do you
want? We'll get it;for you tomorrow.”
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THE SCENE AT JENISON hasn't changed\over
the years . . . and the ‘days and months and years sure
have rolled by since first we covered a state high schonl
windup.

You. reahze how old you are when youlsee a couple
of brothers by the name of McGolgan star for Our Lady
. “6f the Lakes from; Waterford.

The name is a familiar one. You picked lheir dad s .
as an All-Stater when he played for’Saginaw St. Peter | J B : i ) W|de£)val Tues for abaut the same price you'd

and Paul some 20 years ago. R | ¢
And, In that dressing room In Boston two pay for a set of conventional tlres of oril
nights be!ore, the first gny you congratulated was - . 3 1 ECIUIP}

.. Dave DeBusschere, Ten years have vanished now . i 3 }
since the night Dave led Detroit Austin to the state : -
“A” crown and:you hnd no argumenu In nxmlng
him an all-stater.

Nothing in sports can eclipse .the thnlls whnch
come your way at'a state prep basketball tournament.
Attending the games also dissolves any doubts you
might have about our teenagers of: today: True| there
may be a few rotten eggs in the lot.
But there :were when: today's, grandparents and
mothers .and dads attended school, :too.
. e
4 ORCHIDS. TO RON JOHNSON, -the. Univer-
sity of Michigan football back who has been nam-
ed the Wolverines’ 1968 gridiron captain.
Ron, thus becomes ‘the firs egro ever, to
captain a U-M grid team. ;
He rolled up more than. 1000 yards on the
grourid last season and already. is being tabbed as

a top candidate for A]] Amen.can honors in ]968,
HOW'D YOU LIKE ‘o be;Ralph Simpsol of'

Pershing High, the young{man who was picked on C
every AIl-State high ‘school basketball| team ‘and | H
also the Parade Magazine All America R P

Ralph has offers from at.least| 100 col-

ent quallty. Don’ t miss ouﬂ %‘ | -
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for him. i

The inside word is that the'battle for Simpson

has narrowed down to |Michigan and Michigan
, State. Ralph says'he favors MSU. :

Ieges. Each has a fullride scholarship waiing Lol R ) : N \O S T/,e m,gma/ WIDE ovalL...
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The WIDE OVAL is nearly 2"

Y 1
wider than your prefent tire! | |i
The; Super Sportd Wide Oval ... dhother; Firestone ]! !
i veloped and engineercd: after 'years of lex- L |
research to build a sofer, easiér r better H

tire for ycu: C 1t .
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