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The callup of an Army Reserve com;}ény '

that trains in Livonia will hurt a lot of young

 business and sports careers, but it will have
something less than a catastrophic effect on
the suburbs. ' : .
' To begin with, only 10 of the 153 men in
the 424th Personnel Services Company reside
in Livonia, Farmington, Plymouth, Redford
or Westland. [

And, about 15 members of the company
won't have to go on active duty because their
six-year terms of service will expire by Dec.
12. Thus, .four of the 10 local men will not
have to go on active duty for that reason, and
a fifth is a question ‘'mark for medical:rea-
sons.

And the company commander, Capt.
Edwin J. Duda, of Plymouth, says that many
of his men are doing military jobs in person-
nel, finance and data processing that are
similar to their jobs in business. :

PO

YET WHEN THE 424th goes on active
duty May 13 for a scheduled 24 months, there
is no doubt it's going to hurt. There willibe
separations from families, drastic pay cuts
(despite a proposed 6.9 per cent military pay,

_hike set for July 1), the trouble of pulling up
stakes for an extended period. L

The Arny will try to make things as easy
as possible, however. Medical care is paid
for; commissary prices are lower; there are
no state sales and gasoline taxes to pay; the
finance office can arrange extensions of pay-
ments on home mortgages and appliances.

At first, said Capt. Duda, the .company
will report to the Livonia training center, a
brick building at 34451 Schooleraft that would

, look like a typical small suburban manufac-
,_ turing plant except for the green trucks out

ack. .
Afterwards, the company will be
shipped to Fort Hood, Texas.

| Fit's hot, but I think the lower part of -

Texas is a lot like Florida to travel in,

And you don’t have to siep off the base

to find any of the facilities you want,”

said Capt. Duda. . :
Whether Fort Hood will be their per-
manent station, or just temporary, the com-
pany doesn’t know. During their initial weeks,
it will be a ‘‘restricted area’ as far as the
424th is concerned, and the men won't be able
to bring their families down in that period.

Vietnam? No one knows. Hopefully, not. -

xox * g

* THE COMPANY'S FULL name is the
424th Adjutant General Personnel . Servic
Company, and it's attached to the 300th Mili- .
tary Police-PW Command. Its mission is the
maintenance of the personnel records of 5,000 :.
to 8,000 troops. : .

The 15 or so men who don’t have to go on
active duty, will be either transferred into
other Reserve companies or placed in the
Immediate Reserve Reinforcement; they'll
have to put in two weeks of summer training
at either Camp McCoy, Wis., or Granite City,

.

The 424th is a young company. It was
organized last Jan, 31 from men in engineer ;
and military police companies in Livonia and ;
Detroit. Their Reserve training schedule was i«
72 four-hour drills a month: — from 7 to 11
p.m. most Mondays and 8:30 to 5 on Saturday
and Sunday once a month.

The- 424th is the third of the half-
dozen or so companies training at the
Livonia center to be called to active duty
in recent years.

In the 1961 Berlin crisis,
Company went to Fort Polk, La., and:the
§03rd ‘MP Company to Fort Chaffee,

the 602nd MP *
Ark.. |
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Both were scheduled io‘x: a onpiyear tour of
duty; both were releasgd in 10months.,
i : * * |+ .

ALL SORTS OF MEN are
some have 15 years of |servic
done two years of active duty
Army, some are recent enlistegs. Lo
“That so many of the subufban dwellers
should be getting out soon isn't surprising.
The pattern is that aiyoung man joins to
fulfill his six-year military obligation and has
a home in the suburbs by the time his term
of service is-ending.’ o

“There’s a high percentage of college
men in this company,’” said Capt. Duda. "{I'd

some have
the Hegu‘]ax_‘

say 50 per cent have one or more years, of |
college, and 25 per cent are'gollege grragl- i

uates. . | ga !
“We have three or four of more. cer-
tified' public accountants and $né lawyer.
Most .of the men are white cpllar work-
ers or in business. This military occupa-
tion coincides ' with their civilian work :
more than if we were a military police or
engineer company. We're really a busi-
ness administration company.” -
. Capt. Duda estimates that 80 per cent-
!plus of the men'are “obligated'-’ — that is,
haven't completed their required: six years,in
the : Reserve — and 20 per cent-minus are
*non-obligated.” | (R4

The'news that the 424th wouia be activat- .

"ed came just three days before Easter and a °
couple of weeks after; President Johnson

made a de-egcalati_un gesture tp North Viet-

PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL pifayer Frank L.
Gable (seated, left) checks another soldier's
clothing supply as they prepare to go on active
duty.for two years. . ! B . \

'

lvéf:

the 424th — ~

answers roll call at a weekend drill in the Livo
Training Center. . B
| g

" in suburbia.

‘baseball player.
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THE 424th PERSONNEL 55RVI¢E5 Compa
L L
“STORY: Tim Richard '
PICTURES: Harry Mauthe' |

inam and announced hewouldn’t run a‘gai‘n.
i The Commander-in-Chief ,said | ma nly
ithings in that 40-minute speech, and one
thing that received little news space was that
more Reserves would be called to active
:duty. Pl

{1 “You know, when you're in the Reserv s
i that your company could be called up.ahy
time.:But when it happens, it comes as-well
--a surprise,” says Capt. Duda. !t | }
,  Typically, the !last to get any official
word jvas the company itself. The news came;

-ldut of, Washington ‘that Thursday. The Ob-

server, Newspapers’learned more by calling|

. a congressman’ than the:men at the Livonia:

Training Center knew. i
! Ha * * 3

| THE MEN ARE JUST. LIKE dnybne,cldé |

Ed Duda, 32, earned his ba:heldr's‘andl
masters's degrees at Michigan Stdte Univer- |
sity; he's married ahd has a couple of young- |
sters, both of whom' entered the. hospitalilast '
week to have their tonsils and adenoids out.

! He had worked: for the Winkélman store:
chain before joining Ford Motor Co. 3% years;
ago. He's an accountant at the Livonia plant,}
which isn't far from his homig he sputheast!
art .of Plymouth. 1 )
", Duda has been; i the, Réserve-1

: %-;sj 10.jn, quarterméster-supply:
Thxs:»s[his second ‘company ‘command. |
His-executive, officer’is 1st Lt. Jack
Beery, 34, of Farmington.. He went ito
school at the University. of Dayton-and the
National Cash Register schoal of engi- |
neering, and worked for,NCR before |
coming to the Burroughs-Corp. plant in;!
Plymouﬁh 1% years ago. . .
Beéery spent twb years on active duly in
the Afmy and has been'in'the service a total
of 14 years. As an enlistéd man, ‘he rose to'
the rank of master sergeant, then got a preé -
de:xlial direct comimission as a first’ lieuten-
ant. . H B

Capt. Duda says of Beery: “Burroughs is
losing 'a good man, and the Arrdy“is benefit:
ing quite a bit.” Beery smiles as: if to say, -
“Aw, shucks,” and then adds: “My work hag:
been in the design rather than the use of this!

data-processing equipment.”
: wiow o

B P

ONE YOUNG MAN trying| hard to be'
philoséphical about it is. Spec ‘4 'Frank iLi.:
Gable:of Westland: Gable is a,professi

“I've been playing in'Burlingtort, N. C..l
down in the Carolinia league. I've played AA'
and AAA ball the last couple of years —! sec
ond base.” R [ P
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" monpay B
: SEE. HALLMARK DISPLA!
| ANTIQUE CARDS in Mal
|| Sears Wall i '
H P
| tuespbav | LADIES DAY i a.m. free m
' prizes Cinegé- L WEIGHT,
: WATCHERS, Community R

Community Room, 8:1 §

12:15. SQUARE : DANCERY - i

WEDNESDAY |

— ™
BRING YOUR CHILD TO SHI
Mothers* Day Gifts (by thems¢
in STORY BOOK HOUSE : -

LAWYERS WIVES OF'LIVONIA in
in Mall; serving cdlfee tfor LA

tlves)

SEE STORY BOOK! LADY in §

THURSDAY = TORY
3] .BODK HOUSE for Mothers| Day -
; | ‘Gifts. ‘GRINNELL'S- ORGAN
| .| SOCIETY MEEJING, : 7:30,
| N . mupity Room Eef. i
" 1. ]
| FRIDAY i) NATIONAL MJSIC WEEK, |Farm-
I] ington Singefs in Mall 7 pim.~
: 3 CﬂILDHENMAE SHOP for Mdjthefs’
‘| GittinSTORY BOOK HOUSE| §

SATURDAY

COIN CLUB in ommunity|
10:to 4 p.m. Adction.,
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i Open MON. i THURS.,
" FRL, SATH t0 9 p.m.
Open TUES., WED.
until 6:30 -

There’s alwaysy
sar‘tlathl'ny y)ain_g op at,..
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