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Leaders Must
;»To Reality, Or!

»_ Citizens of Livonia and Redford
: Township are being ill-served by
the ducking and dodging of their
politicians over society’s greatest
crisis — civil rights. :

Political figures retreat from
controversy, fearful of reality and
plagued by the prickly heat of job
security.

They are waiting to be pushed.
They want voters to once again
?_pell out the duties of public of-
ice.

The one shining exception in-

the area is Plymouth, where 30,
civic and governmental leaders
have established a series of eight
community-wide priority goals
toward achieving lasting racial
peace — whatever happens.
Plymouth isn't in the market
for tanks and guns. The leaders
of the community want to control
rumors of riot and unrest, want
a meeting of minds between the
races and an opening of com-
munication lines.
.

LI

IN LIVONIA, Mayor Harvey
W. Moelke has established a gun
school for housewives; he is op-
posed to open housing and has
pressed for a stop and frisk or-
dinance. Gun permits have dou-
bled. Nobody ever made peace
with a poke in the nose,

Livonia Councilman Rudolf
Kieinert has sponsored an open
housing ordinance to the conster-
nation of the others. What to do

with a hot potate? Duck and
dodge, they argue, and maybe
it'll miss.

The ordinance was introduced
through a parliamentary back
door and whisked back into the
council chambers for study.

The route it took leaves no one
committed in any way, freezes
the proposal in a pigeonhoje while
councilmen fidget and public
sentiment can be formulated.

That is where it will stay until
councilmen can check the. politi-

We Say ‘Rubbish,

K
Catch

cal winds., : . H
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REDFORD TOWNSHIP’S latest

move is even less understand-

able. :

[Police Chief Edwin
who has been briefed by experts
who have gone through Detroit’s
troubles —| proposed a township
Human Relations Commission,
“to foster mutual self-respect and
under d and-:to. p
amicable Frelationsi among, all
racial, religious and lethnic
groups in the community.”

It took courage for|Gleza to
realize and state publicly that
policemen armed to the teeth are
not enough. He did it and we
applaud him, .

But Supervisor Aldrick Bellaire
dashes up| with' a restraining

Gleza —

and. i

Bellaire said he would go along
with a commission ifihe' could
make the appointrhents — ‘“We
don't want any volunteers” —
and if its duties were restricted
to education and research.

He said he wants a group capa-
ble of talking with the people “‘if
aNegro moves in here.” It's like
saying he ?vants a policeman if
somebody commits a crime.

Bellaire’s objection to:an of-
ficial comrhission under .an_or-
dinance is!that when |and if it
makes a mistake, “‘they become
official misfakes.” That's leader-
ship with a capital 0..!

The people in the suburbs are
frightened bnd want more than
an Alphonde-And-Gpston act in
Redford and an armed camp in
Livonia. O

They want more than a city
council thal won't make a deci-
sion, more than 1rpplausible
simperings; from officials they
elected to office. Lo

Livonia apd Redford Township,
take a ]nol} at Plymouth -~ and

1

catch up. .
—Don {Hoénshell

To City Hall Secrecy

Mayor Thomas H. Brown of
Westland spends part of his time
lecturing local newspaper editors
and reporters about printing gov-
ernmental information which
may, or may not, have a harmful
effect on future city action.

A phone call from the mayor

in mid-February made it clear to
the Westland Observer editor
that he did not appreciate the
newspaper printing a report from
a city administrator to the mayor
and City Council on the merits
and disadvantages of the city
having its own garbage and rub-
bish collection service.

The report, issued to the coun-
cil in a closed-door meeting, out-
lined the cost factors if the city
wanted to start its.own collec-
tion service.

However, the conclusion of the
four-page report was that the city
advertise for bids from private
contractors.,

. .

BECAUSE THE Observer print-
ed the dollar figures on what it
costs now to have the rubbish
collected by a private contractor
and what it would cost the city if
it handled the collections itself,

i
lowest of the new bids ere $1.19°
and $1.20 per pickupi with the
rates going up 10 cents per year
in the second and third year of
the contract. H

This compares Iavorably with
the rates paid by: Garden City,
$1.35; Dearborn Heights, $1.35;
Livonia, $1.49, and: Wayne,; $1.25,
received after that city'had to
advertise twice to‘get any bids at
all, |
Westland’s current rubbigh con-~
tractor, Hayden Refuse Co. of
Westland, submitted a bid of $1.85

er unit per month to Garden
City officials several months ago,
considerably higher than the low
bid accepted. i

* *

BUT IN THE administrative
report given to the| Westland
mayor and’ council in iFebruary,
Finance Director: William' Engle
estimated that thecityjwould pay
at least $1.25 per unit per month.

Now that the bids are less than
anyone expected, it was proven
that the published story resulted
in no harm to anyone concerned.

In fact, it couldtbe argued that
once the private dontractors read
in The Observer that the city had

the mayor felt that

could compromise the city’s posi-
tion in the bidding and result in
a higher-than-otherwise figure
from the private contractor.

It could be argued that the con-
tractors would read the news-
paper story, know what figures

the city is considering and then .

adjust their own rates upward.

Last week, the bids were open-
ed for a three-year rubbish col-
lection contract and the bids
were among the lowest in West-
ern Wayne County.

The city is now paying $1.11 per
month for each pickup snd the

an administrativé report ‘saying
that the firms areé pricing them-
selves out of ‘business and that
any maintenance, type of work
could always bef done for less
money by a muhicipal govern-
ment than by a ptivate company,
the firms decided to lower their
bids in order to keep the city's
business. K :

So. when a city, official claims
that publishing of a report on 2
sensitive topic may [harm the
community, The Observer says:
“Rubbish{”

) N
—Leonard Poger
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As this is being written, citizens
of:the city of Plymouth are going
to/the polls to vote on a fajr hous-
ing ordinance. | n

The measure was passed by
the Plymouth City Comtnission
Jast December on a 4 to3 vote,
lo}lawing which:a group of Plym-
outh citizens circulated petitions
to'put the matter on the ballot.

1 have no idea whether or not
the ordinance will be passed, but
in. this hour of waiting I think it
only appropriate to reflect for a
moment on the {ssue of fair hous-
ing as it applies to Plymouth,
to; communitiesiin Observerland,
and to our fntire society., |

B R H

WHAT IS THE ISSUE involved
in fair housing?' What really does
thee concept mean? :

Stripped of jts controversial
and emotional . trappings, it is
nothing more than one means of
fulfilling two promises which are
ingxtricably locked into the blood
and history of our country.

The {first promise goes back
nearly two centuries to the found-
ing fathers of this nation, It has
simply to do with a pledge that
America shall be the land of the
free for everyone — notifree for
same and partly free for;others.

This country has grown. greaf
because that promise Has been
substantially kept — with' certain

exceptions. .
iy ,

Br iP?hilip H. Power

1 see no'reason why America
:should now suddenly become
known as “The Land Of The
iFree (In ‘Most Things Except
~Housing, Of Course).” !

| = * *
THE SECOND PROMISE was

iinvolved' in the Civil War which -

‘tested whether - the very. union
‘that was the United States would
:endure. | ‘

It was ' made by President Lin-
icoln specifically to the Negro
;people of America: That slavery
should be ended; that all citizens,
Negro and white,-should be equal
in the eyes of the law; and that
no one should be deprived of his
rightful place in everyday living
and the chance to enjoy the things
that bring is to other

I
i

. HE
some| evi[dem;e that
-denied’
in sub-
le ot‘her

Therg is!
Negro citizens are no
this right,; particularly
urban communities, wh
citizens are not.

It is this that makes

he issue
ol

. to-face ‘meeting for me

i IR
This l!awyer fellow in Detroit
looked across the desk at a c]
who wds obviously not:ivery.
vent and kept twitching his I
as though shaking off flies. i

“I want you to arrange

sol-
ead

Khrushchev,” said 'the.client.
“Perfectly OK,” smiled
lawyer. “The fee will be on
lion” dollars.” ' A
So it s Law Day in the {Unjited
States and time for reflection on
the system, the people who Have
\it as a fvay of life and;'the folks
who make it work. i | !
- * * LR
TO ALAWYER, nothing yery
much is impossible” for ‘ailfee.
That's his profession, folks.:[And
+ a lawyer more often than.any of
us suspect, gets the. nuts:|and
bolts ofi‘our society té represent.
That'§ the key word, |
Laymgn $niff at lawyers st
times for the deeds of their| cli-
ents. Qver in Brighton taijfew
years ago, Martin Lavan,a fiery
barrister of the old school,jwas
terriblyiabused for daring:to.rep-
resent the killer of a State Palice
trooper, H N
Lavan was doing hisijob. More
than just that, he was; giving us
all a lesson in democracy; With-
out pedple like him we could be
subjected to the vigilante mobs
and théilynchings. Maybe ithe re-
sult wol'lxl&‘i.be_ accomplished .with

me-

of fain hdusing  an

: y
moral matter. It seeks! justice for

all, not just some, and jniso doing
it stries 'to the heart 'of the
isés made by A to'all
of her titizens. i
] Bl . *‘ *
PUBLIC; CONCERN" with fair

housing_has shown a gratifying
increas€ in recent months. |
Althobigh’ the state legislature
continuks to duck the ‘igsue, the
U:S. Congress did|not. The voters
in Flint and Birminghdm have

ifolks just because of the color of
‘his _skin,

i That includes living in a decent
‘home of your choice.

% %
. FAIR HOUSING LAWS are
really very simple. They merely
make explicit a right deeply em-
-bedded in our moral code and in "
ithe statute books of this natfon.|
! They ask only that anyone
i(Negro, Jew, Pole, Italian, Irish}
{WASP — anyone) be given an
iequal chance to choose a place
‘;;’l which to live and raise a famt
y.
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Sense

)

It seems odd that American
diplomats seeking peacejin .Viet-
nam have not :thought ffo'apply
the football technique tofthe war.

By football technique fye'mean
the tactic used by televijion net-
works in blacking out TV cover-
age of home football games..

We already have satellite cov-
erage of the war. ~ \

* ok ok

SO WHAT’S TO STOP the FCC
issuing a ruling:that an ir}dividual
soldier could not fight in a given
combat zone ifi that seclor’s ac-
tion is to be televised td the sol-
dier's home town? S

With a fighting force df 510,000
American men: in Vietnam, this
adds up to 510,000 units that the
brass would have to keep track
of in a sort of TV guide listing of
the Vietnam War.

Sounds strange, but the: whole
idea might do more to personal-
ize the casualty lists than tele-
grams from the defensé depart-
ment. 5 !

. *Don't say thé TV re-run’season
¢ouldn’t be worse. Wait 'til they
start re-runs :of last winter's
newscasts. v

J

you've dreamed of.

i

41661 Plymouth Road

L
Hillside .Inn
For that all Important ;vunt, fnay] we

offer our services, to make this occasion all

Private facilities for Shm:nam,‘wwn'lnl
Dinners, and Wedding Punlqn.‘;

Call our catering manag

GL 34301 |
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‘®Group ¥ .-
- Insurance’

Ihsurancs

:'Pension Plans.

o ioLife Insurance
i ®Annvitles” :

- INSURAKCE  Compsiy

17000 Wast 8 Mile Road;’
Southfield; 366-9480° - |
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-And ' Nonsense

Lo L,

{ Fashion Note — wary \vomen,“
iwho didn’t cut off hems when
‘they shortened dresses to mini-
iskirt length, are lucky. British
ifashion designers, who intro-
{duced the mini-skirt, now decree
\that next fall's hemlines will be
*at mid-calf length. Wonder what
ithis willido to girl-“:atching? e

: H

| .

i
" Air pollution officials emphatig
‘cally deny that they have sugh

‘gested a'limit on the numbex}oﬁ

{political ‘talks permitted to be
ibroadcast on television and radio
ithis year.
% * * .

Students are advised to take it
leasy or they'll lose their battle
ifor newspaper headlines. The stu-
:dents’ latest caper of taking over
iclassrooms and administration .
ibuildings might induce the fac-
ulty to do the demonstrating. :

Cors o ox ok

Nationalities, languages and
campuses may differ, but college
students the world over now have
a common denominator — they
protest.

* x

It could;be just a coincidence,
4 but the fact is that meetings'of
the Farmington Township group
fighting muddy roads are invaris
-ably held i scioals on the muddi-
est streets, in the township.

Bell Gets| '
Folksy |

for hel

.that number.”

approved  local fair housing jor-
di s, and the issge looks
close in Plymouth, . I

A fair housing | ordi was
introduced last week in Livonia’s
City |Council by il
Rudolf i Kleinert, a ible and
thoughtful iman. | e

Theré has been some discussion

of similar moves in Farmington.

Even Redford Township; Chief of

Police Edwin Gléza called last

week far a human igns group

in thati cagnmunétv.
| "

MOVEMENT, p
an issue as emoti
as fair] housing anhd- ra
ways difficult. It has
long delayed.

Yet it is possible to!sense a
growing feeling on thel part of
people here in Observeriand that
the issue must be faced] thatjthe
promisés embodied’ in {America
must be kept. | -

Look!at it this way.!

I yqu were a Negr
yolt want the promises
here in_your Americay
ship to, be kept?

T thistk :

-
articularly on

11y charged
e, is al-
been ;too

, would
that| in-
citizen-

20,

a
iThe beuple involved fon’t think
s0; but the strike against Michi-
gan Bell has its lighter;
iWith! male supervisor,
job, the usually, we!
dulcet voice of Michigan 'Bell has
taken bn the confused! muttet of
thé man-of-the-house 'trying! to
act as housewife. : Y
{Instead of answering your call
Ip with “Directory asgist-
ance,”i you are likely|.to llear
“i,.Uh!..yeah — Who d'ya
ant . | . are you sure it}s George
you want .. . we h"ave aiFrecil at
Or inithe case of a lonjg distance
call, “Look, the guy isn't there!
I mean the party|do t an-
swer”! 1 : i
/Al in all,. things,
rather folksy. - [«
L1 —Eliza

noments.
on ithe
1-trained,

b R

more
would 'femain.

It ha
strange

underst.
‘their own battles. They must hire
a lawyer to explain itito the
It works, though, and
somebpdy finds a better sys
- we'll gg along with it |
Do laWyers get paid for eV
thing they do for a.gclient?
course not, not any
doctors or architects
professional. P
In that esoteric jurfle of
and writs, stare deci %5 a \
drous jmotions, there:is a,lot of
after-school fretting "and warry-
ing. LaWwyers are people, tog. :
“So ¢nt Law Day we saluﬁe the
|

legal profession. - i
Law Day on May 1 —a
when the nation reflects pn

legal hetitage and rejoices :in
order it} provides — was deyised
in the 1850s to take the stingout
of other; versions of May Day.
: t * * *

ON .THAT DAY Russih [cele-
brates its revolution and'parades,
its armament. It is a sympolic

ient |

;but the fact -

its§}

b

day§
the

-

4

always seemgd a little {
that a people must be:!
governed by a system:they can't*:
and well enough tp fight :

{

!

_thing, 3 show of national destruc- ~

tive force, a flexing of musgle so
that all the world may sees X

The phrase “May Day,”fis an,
international code for diEtress}
and a call for help. : ! H

Here; we have Law Day in‘
observation of a basic right of
every man to live as he will so
long as;he does not infringe upon’
the rights of others. ; . :

People around here might not
have taken such an interest’ this
year had it not bgen for' the'
young Livonia Lawyers' Wives
Club, one of the workingest or-
ganizations around. i

In it§ first year, the club hag
already been honored by the
State Bar of Michigan; and Mrs:
Ernest;Grant and her ‘group are
already getting ready forjan en-
core., , i i D

LESSON
- IN AGE.

A 'tHird presidential possibility
has taken himself. ot of the 1968
race. | Sy

Firs} was George Romney, gov-
ernor tof Michigan, age 60. Rom-
ney i
enotigh support frofni the '“‘rank
and | file” ;

Party,

e} .
Second was Nelson Rockefeller,.
9. He'
e couldn’t drux‘n“ up eno‘ugh.

governor of New Yorkj age,
. said;
suppott from GOP ‘ileaders.
Thidd was Lyndon,Johns
cumbént president, idge 59.
saidih‘e doesn’t wanL‘:l:o cam
when{he's working (hll tin
finding a political sdlution
Viet’Nam war. !
e’s a lesson there som|

e, RN
Maybe it's got something to

ith-oriented — society we .

and ;gradually, since heitook of-
fice! But- on telévision® Sunday
night,{ there was a twitch in the

forehéad and another in the right’

chedki that wasn't there; before.
Heé ilooked bad physically.
So Here's one bet that the poli-
tica] parties, if they're thinking
hard, will turn to young blood and
.new; faces for the
(his'y'car.

t

vith this young—-or at least

n. R
nson had agq’d, 'no:r‘mally -

eir E candidates’ ;

LY.

-

silid he couldnt dram ub .-
of the‘f: Republicari .
A )
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