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Reuther Rar

ANN ARBOR -« Walter P,
Reuther, president of the United
Auto Workers, 13 regarded as
America’s ‘‘greatest living la=
bor leader® by the labor editors
of four dozen U,S, newspapérs,

Reuther’s archrival, George
Meany, president of the AFL=

CIO, was rated fourth in a *

University of Michigan poll,
John L, Lewis, ex-president
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? of the United Mine Workers,
ranked second and David Due
blnsky, former head of the In=
ternational Ladies’ Garment
Workers Union, was third,

‘The poll, first to rate Amer=
ica’s labor leaders, was con-
ducted by Prof, David L, Lewls
and Research Associate Nancy
L, Brown of Michigan's Grad-
uate School of Business Admin=
istration.
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THE MICHIGAN research-
ers, who bave previously rank-
ed business leaders by ponlng
businessmen, In recent weeks
asked labor editors of the na-

pany script,
age at which young med could
go to worki in , aboli-
tion of comp ary c mpany
housing anH stores, ghorter
work days, 1a unlon shop, and
a checkoff jsystem_for, unlon
dues and assessments, But he
regards the UMW Welfare and
Retirement Fund, won th 1946,
as Ms greatest nchluumsn!
for his workers.|The fuld, now
the largest non: vernrneno in-
dustrial benpfit program in the
world, has served 85 a) model
for maoy funds In other mass
producuon Lndusmes

e

o™ Excmaz for the Wel~
fare and und, Lew-

+ tlon’s largest to
rate the country’s five greatest
Uving labor leaders in order
of preference, and to give rea-
sons. Respondents could define
greatness in any way they wishe
ed, but were asked to consider
“labor leaders’ abilitles, inno~
vative 1deas, etbical standards,
and contributions to'labor’s and
the natton’s progress.”

Among the 149 labor editors
polled, 48 (32.2 per cant) from
42 citles in 24 states and the
District

1s became ohe of the urslunlon
leaders to glve a green ushl
to technological advances,
“‘Lewis elevated.mas)
from the gulter Tnan he(estab-
lished the CIO,’| stated, an Io=
dianpolis editor] “He the
courage,” added a Memphls
newsman, “to put his o¥n men
out of work by permittirig mine
owners to substitute mchines
for muscle. No one will ever
know how mfny lives were thus

Based on a 5-4-3-2-1 point
formula for first through fifth

places, Reuther recelved 168°

potnts, Lewis 112, Dubinsky 75,
and Meany 71, Reuther, who
was mentioned on 40 of the 48
ballots, received 23 first-place
votes, Lewis 10, Dubinsky
three and Meany four.

. Rounding out the top 10 were

" A, Phillp Randolph, president
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters; Joseph A, Beirne,
president of the Communica-~
tons Workers of America; Har-
ry Bridges, president of the
International Longshoremen’s

or bright=

Dnblnsky, who emjgrated
from Russia to the U, at
age 18 in 19111 rose throbgh
the ranks of the Interqational
Ladles’ Garment Workers
~Unjon, serving  as president
from 1932 {to 1966, He now
heads the ILGWU’s new Retiree
Service Department.

Respondents in the stf
plauded Dubinsky for *‘carrying
Iabor through its modérn-day
birth pangs, setting 1t on
the proper course,’ and, in-the
words ofa Barttdrd, Conn, labor
editor, for ;*‘seplng the labor
in | terms much

dy ap-

and s Unlon;
Cesar Chavez, head of the
United Farm Workers Organiz-

broader than a bread and butter
programe--for uslng unions as

1ng C James R, Hoffa,
president of the Teamsters;
and P,L. “Roy” Siemiller,
president of the International
Assoctation of Machinists and
Aerospace workers,

Reuther, 60, 2 tool and dle
worker who plunged inoto ore
ganization work for the fledgl-
ing UAW in 1936, has been
president of his 1.5-millico-
member unlon since 1946, He
#as president of the CIO from
1952 to 1955, played a key
role in mergin@ the CIO with
the AFL in 1955, and since
that year has headed the AFL-
Cl0’s Industrial Union Depart-
ment, which embraces 50 unions
with more than six million of
the federation’s 34 milllon
members,

..

A TOUGH BARGAINER, Reu-
ther bas kept his auto workers
at or near the top of the indus-
trial wage structure, He has
gained for his membership such
innovations as cost-of-Uving
and productivity adjustments,
company-financed pension pro-
grams, supplemental unem-
ployment benefits, health insur=
ance plans, and profit-sharing
programs,

‘The fiery auto workers’ chief
s one of labor’s leading expon=
ents’ of political and social ac~
tion, especially tn elvil rights,

A Houston labor editor who
participated In the Lewise
Brown study praised Reuther
as ‘‘labor’s pace setter in new
contract patternis-and its most
visionary, articulate spokese
man as well.’?

Study participants also gave
Reutber high marks for his
ethical standards, for his flex(=
bility in seeking soluttons to
labor’s problems, for his re=
sponstveness. to soclal 1lis, for
*‘making democracy within the
UAW the model for allunions,”
and for his “‘continuing role as
a_ usetul gadfly to the labor
movement,”

*Whether confronting prob~
lems of technology, unemploy~
ment, race, or other troubled
areas,”” sald a Mluneapolts
newsman, ‘Reuther has sought
new appreaches, always tompe
ered with responsibility to so=
clety as a whole,” A New York
fournalist summed up the views
of many respondents: ‘‘Reuther
15 an ethical, devoted, 20d milie
tant trade unlonist. I don’t al=
ways agree with his tactics,but
1 admire him,”

Jobn -L, Lewls, 88, rated
the second greatest living labor

leader,.served as president of
the United Mine Workers of
America from 1920 to 1960,
But he still spends most week=
days in his offica at the unlon’s
Washington headquarters.
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LEWIS DEVOTED muchofhis
time during the 19308 to or=
ganizing workers In the lulo,
rubber, shipbintiding, textile,
and other mass production in-
dustries. He played a key role

in establishing the CIO in 1935,

and served as CIO president

) hetween 1935 and 1940, The

of soclal thange,
especially in Lhe rea.lm.o( clvﬂ
rights.” |
.o t
GEORGE MEANY, M, rated
the fourth gre‘:{:_g labdr lead-
er, regards 1955 merger
of the AFL and ClOlas his
major nhlevum nt. |
Meany, :who recelyed his
Journeyman'plumber’s certifl-
cate In 19i5, moved through
the ranks of organized labor to
become president of the AFL
in 1952, He has been the AFL-
CIO's sole presjdent. | .
Like Reuther| Lewis, andDu=
binsky, he.ls|a militant foe
of racke and Commu-
nists in the r movement.
He 1s proud of his record in
the clvil rights and: soclal
spheres. But his critics, led
by Reuther, insist thati he has
moved too slawly in these ftelds,
as well as in organizipg non=
unlon workers.
Every labor
for Meany cl
unifying the

tor w{ao yoted

his role in
'L and CIO and
in keeping thd big federation
glued together. *‘Only a man
of Meany’s stamp could have
effected a ‘shotgun marriage’
Uke the AFL-CIO merger and
made 1t work,” obseryed :a
Dallas editor, “When he goes,
1t’s by no mdans certain'there
won’t be a divbree,”

A. Phillp Randolph, (79, ore
ganized the| Brotherhood of
Sleeping Cu}]l’orlersl 1925
and has been its pi
since. The; Negro lea
been in lhe forefront]
civil rights movemen! since
1941, when he directed a
on Washingtop which cuiminated

in the establishment by :Pres=
{dent Roosenle of the Fair
Empluymnnt \Practiced 'Come=

mittee, Respondenu Who sup~
ported Randolph in the Michigan

study noted that he wag *fight-
{ng two wars at once’’L-one in
behalf of his union, ote In bes

half of his race. ‘

Joseph A, Beirne, 47)aforme

er employe df the Bell System,
has been president of the Come
munications Workers c& Amer=
lca since union wns or-
ganized In 1447, He was rated
highly inthe wb-BrMstMy
for s “imaginativeleader~
ship” “common 'senss,”
tclear thinking,’* and "dedlu-
Hon and responsible npproach"
to unfonism. i
e s g0

SEVENTH:RANKED | Austra~
Uan -born Harry Bridges, 66,
has been pregident of thelnter=
national Lodgshoremen’s and
‘Warehousemen’s Union since
the mid«1930s, For ysars the
Department of Justice, Con=
. gresslonal commlttees, and la=
bor leaders accused him of
being a Communist,
unfon was kicked out, of ;the
CIO in 1950 on charges of
following me

lne,

For momlmn twod-udns,
the unlon and employgrs were
bitter enemjes. Several times
the longshoremen halled West
Codst shipping “and

Bridges' .

virtually
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