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State Electioneering Expense Laws Still Weak

In 1967, the Michigan Leg-
islsture .made 50 revisicus in
the state’s election laws--but
none ' dealt with - the growing
problems ‘of campalgn expen-
ditures and accounting, -

In the ‘staies and in the na-
tion,: laws adopted through the
years have sought to cootrol

money. spent to. gain polltical -
office, but with little tangible”

result, ° . N
In a continuing effort torem-
edy the situticn in Michigan,
Secratary of State James M.
Hare has proposed a wide re-
vision of the law to tighten
up on what Time Magazine has
called ‘/green power’ -~ the
money spent to assure the elec-
tion of favored candidales,
Ry

HARE, WHO HAS termed the
present law ‘4mpotent,” says
be is partteularly concerned
with several things: °

1.Some political committees
in Michigen have spent large
amounts of money and failed
to report the full amounts,

23,Because contributions re-
celved at testimonial dinners
in ncn-campaign years pre-
sently have no place to be
reported, this raises a ques-

* tlon of interest to the Internal

Revenue Service,

3,The Bowles Grand Jury
of last year found that there
was no clear requirement for
ident{fication of campaign ex-
penditures,

4.There were no require-
ments to show the payment of
dedts following an election to
be reported,

5.There was no requirement
that office holders or affice
seekers report their income
or assets,

8.There was no present en-
forceable limit on the spending
for any office,

7.Reports from some com-
mittees gave no true Indication
as to what candidates were
being supported in that report.
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HARE SAYS the present law
appears wnenforceable, noting:
- “We've never had a case
in which the attorney general
thought we bad a legal leg
t6 stand on,”?

“Hare’s aldes therefore have
drafted and redrafted legisla-
tion to come uwp with some
“Dettor 1deas,”

Hare notes that Michigan has
been -relatively free of major
political spending scandals,

*But the facts make it clear
that Michigan must act to close
the loopholes and bring greater
clarity, reason, and respoasi-
bllity to political finance,” he
says,
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HE CITED THESE major
loopholes in the current law:

1. Despite the limit on a can-
didate’s spending, he may set
up.any number of committees,
each of which mder legal In-
terpretations may likewisecol-
lect funds within the specified
limit--which In effect means
no limit at 11,

2.Some of these committees
report their contributions and
expenditures in states other
than Michigan, making it impos-
sible to get a true picture of
the total amount spent.

But perhaps the biggest 100p-
hole of ail is the generalreluc-
tance of legtslators here and
elsewhere to demand a full
sccounting of campaign spend-

ing.

Hare Insists that a more
striogent law s needed “to
protect the public,”

LY

“WE MUST CLEAR any sus-
picion of tatnt from the many
honest and sincere people who
take part in political activity,”
he said, -

Undar the proposed law, the
limit co @ candidate’s expendi-
tures would be raised from
$40 to $100 per 1,000 votes
cast for president in the last
natiooal election, But the law
also would make this sum the
1imit for apy candidate and his
campaign commitiees com-
bined.

1t would also make the candi-
date personally responsible for
a1l  spending, including the
spending” of fmds collected by
sources outside the state,

There would be no solicita-
tion of fimds or spending, ex-
cept by the candidate himself,
his own committees or the state
central and comnty committeds,

_And each of a candldate’s com-

mittees would be authorized
to function cnly by the candidate
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himself, who also would be
responsible for their . ac-
comnting,

The candidate and the auth-
orized treasurers of his com-
mittees would be required to
make sworn statements as to

disbursements before and after

each primary or general elec-

tion and to make ‘annual reports

even in non-eléction years,
PRI

IN A FURTHER major
-change, candidates would be

required to make annual dis-
closures of his net' worth and
all Income--a step designed to
prevent candidates from using
political funds collected intheir
behalf for persomal use, This
would forestall scandals such

28 that in which Sen, Thomas
Dodd, D-Connecticut, was cen-
sured by the  United States
Senate, :

Thy new law also would pre-
veat corporations from contri-
buting money for campaign

purposes, put a limit of $5,000
(as In the federal Hatch Act)
on contributions of any ind{-

vidual, prohibit anonymouscon-

tributions of more than $5(with

“excessive amounts going to the

state general fund) and give

the Secretary of State subpoens
power to determine the validity
of campalgn ‘spending reports.

“We need all these things
in this day of big spending--
or we need more Abraham
Lincolns,” Hare observed.

When Lincoln- ran for Con-
gress in 1846, triends collect-
ed 2 campaign fund of $200.
Lincoln spent 75 cents for a
barrel of ctder to treat farm
constitutents  and  returned
$199.25."
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", Open Monday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 9 to 9,
Tuesday, Wednesday 9 to 5:30
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¥/ Check the Other
Features of Sears
Sealant Tire

Buy Your Whitewall Tires Now During Sears

-tr-Year SALE

... When You Buy 1st Tire "

at Regular Price Plus
Federal Excise Tax and
2 Old Tires in Trade

Sears Se]f—Seahng 'Tir;a“

2nd

Automatically

" "6.50x13 Tubeless WhiteWéil, with the purchése
of 1st Tire at Regular *37, Plus 2.02 F.E.T.

‘on Each Tire and 2 Old Tires

Designed with Your Family’s Safety in Mind

The Silent Guard Sealant is as close to being completely trouble-
free as any self-sealing tire ever made. Here's how it works...a
special patented 3-layer sealant inside the tire clings to just about
any nail that can get in and keeps air from-getting out. Sears
sealant tire just about eliminates puncture problems. .

Seors Tire Dept. ¢

Modern design double.
band whitewalls and new
low profile Jook. Rugged -
heavy-duty scuff.bar for
curb scuffing protection.

Advanced tread design
gives hetter traction, Det.
ter wear and better high-
speed perfo ce
most other sealunt tires.

Palented contour safety
¢houlders keep tire from
sticking in road ruts, helps

o

than

slop 2
wheel lurching.

steering

Patented tread <
buttons * stifle _annoying
tread squeal, help keep
tread grooves open for
greater skid resistance.

SEALANT 40-MONTH GUARANTEE

Tread Life Guarantee
Guaranteed Agslnat: All fall-
wres of Lhe tira resulting from.
mormal road hazards or defecta’
In material or workmanship,
Yo How Long: For the life of

origins] tread.

ars Will Do: Repair
mail punctures t no chargs, In
the case of fallurs, in exchai
or the tire. feplace it at
eharge, if fallure occurs during
Bmi 35 manthe, I tie fals
charging only the or
of curent regular selin price
plus Federal Excloe Tex thal

presents tread used.
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Tax less U

nca:
Silent Guerd—25%,
Sllent Guard Sealant—30%
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Tread Wear.Out
Gusrantee

Goatasteed Atsinsts Tresd

For Haw Long: 40 monthe,

follawiog sllow-

Sears

SEARS. ROEBUCK AND

co.

FREE ALLSTATE Tire Mounting énd Rotation

Silent Guard Sealant Nylon Regular Price, 2nd Tive, Y2 Plus Federal Check the
Cord Tubieless Whitewall Tires Is1 Tire with Price with Excise Tax on Savinge on
Guaranteed 10 Wear 40 Months . 0ld Tire 0ld Tire Ench Tire 2 Tires
__7.35x14 840 $20 2.41 :$20 .
! 7.75x14 842 . s21 2.66. 821
8.25x14 344 822 2.82 822
8.55x14 847 23.50 3.04 23.50
8:85x14 350 §25 3.25 $25 .
8.15x15 844 822 2.87 822
'8.45x15 847 23.50 3.04 ° 23.50
8.85x15. $50 825 3.43 $25
9.00x15 853 -~ 26.50 3.34 26.50
9.15x15 353 26.50 3.55° 26.50

‘Wheels Balanced, Rotated . . . .

ieversreeenensss s dfor 85 Weights Included
NO MONEY DOWN on Sears Easy Payment Plan

® Grand River st Qakman. W
® Gratiot at Yan Dyke, WA 5-0100
® Woodward, Highlund Pk.. TO 8-1300

- ® Lindoln Park, Southfield at Dix, DU 3-7000
® Livonia Mall, 7 Mile at Middlebelt, 476-6000
® Macomb Mali, Gratiot ni 13% Mile Rd., 2038} ® Grosse Pte, 7 MileMack, TU #6000
® Oakland Mall. 1+ Mile Rd. at John R. 585-1000

® Pontine, 154 N. Seginaw, FE 54171
® Wyandotte, BiddleMaple, AV 4.9000



