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A constitutional law |expert
who lives in Farmingion Town=

- ship has issued a detallef eritte,
elsm of the so-called }*Dirk=
sen Amendment’” that wohld calt

Fifth, the voters would have
ta npprovn the second resolu~
and refect the first) (Note:
Sou. Schwaigert was unabls to
say what would hapyen.if voters

a federal onven- by ap-
ton to nullity U,S, Sgpreme  proving both questions.).
Court ‘ong-man, ong-vote” ~ Sixth, the state Reapportion-
S ment Commisslon would have to
He is Allen Sultan, agsistant nvlso theSenatedistricts,Sche
professor of law in the Unl- welgdrt presumes it w use
yersity of Detroit Law|School the 80-20 formula of the 1963
and formerly an r at Michigan C which -
Indiana University’slawbchool. the US, Supreme Courtdeclar-

sSultan reacted to an |lnvita=
ton 1ssued by StateSen. zeorge

ed in vblation of the U.S, Con=~
stitution, Ubder um'tarmun,

Kuhn, R-West a5k
ing Sen. Dirksen himself to
testify here In favor |of the
proposed amendment,

..

THE STATUS of the ymende
ment 1n Michigan, accotding to
its sponsor, Sen, Thomgs Sch=
welgert, R-Petoskey, is this:

t Dirk-

the A|

gives 80 por cent walght toa
county‘s population and 20 per
cent to its land area In setting
up Senate districts.

wsu Allen Sultan opposes

this, Hare is what he wrote:

RECENTLY- The Observer
reported & recent

tion &
merdo=
call 2
Jonven=
stuck.
Com~
three
to the

sen amendment g resold
year ago which would ¢
ralize” Congress to
federal constitutional
tion. The resolution i3
in the Senate Busines:
mittes, where it- needs
of the five vbtes to gef

floor,

1f Michigan’s Legislatureape
proves 1, then the resolution
would be close to having the
support of the 34 states that
1t peeds,

1t 34 states approve jsuch a
“memorial,” then Congress
would be obliged to cali a con—
stitutional conventlon, In its
original form, the - Dirksen
Amendment would baye allowed
such a convention todiscuss a
wide varlety of subjhets, but
Schweigert says his résolution
would, Umit the topic to reap-
portionment.
‘The idea behind the Dlrksen
Amendment is to allow states--
at thelr optlon-cto apportion,
_one_ house of the legislature
on a basis other than popula~
{:.5.. (Schweigert says the reso=

-won wouldn’t touch county’

ards of supervisors,. which

uld still have tobe ona *‘one=

an, ong-vote” basls.)

v e

A .LONG SERIES of hurdles
s+ necessary before such a
revision of the Michigan Sen-_
ate’s apportionment can become
K fact, as Schwelgert explains
1t
. First, enough states would
have .to ask for the constitu=
tional convention. There isdls-
agreemeént about whether all
the states which have so far
F&proved Dirksen Amendment

solutions have done so prop-

prove the Dirksen Amendment,
- Third, the legislatures of
three-fourths of the states
‘would have to approve the
‘amendments proj by the

n in or-

Constitution,

Fourth, the Michigan Legls-
flature wculd have to place on
:ihe ballot two questions to this

*1, Do you want theSen=

"e appogtioned on a stralght

gopmua basis? --Yes or No.”

£i2.Do you want the Senate ap~

rtioned on 2 basts other than
?plﬂaﬂoﬂ’--‘l&s or No."”

Lawrence Institute of Tech-

logy will dedicate its new

.5 milllon Sclence Building
ﬁmday May 19atZ2p.m.

The dedication address will
# presented by Dr. Leroy G.
ugenstein, chalrman oL the
ophysics department of Mich-

State University and a
ember of the Staie Board of
ucation,
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save yow hundreds
of doilars on your
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1nvitation of our StateSen, Geo=
rge Kuhn to U,S, Sen, Everett-
Dirkden, ta appear in Michigan
in an effort to have our state
vote |for the Dirksen Amend-
ment, thereby satistylng the
necessary two-thirds required
by the Constitution.

“Since there is no more ime
portant issue presently before
the American pedple (in spite
of rlots, Vietnam and urban
blight), the residents of Ob-
servérland should be informed
on whnt many mistakenly feel
is only a technical problem.

The “Dirksen Amendment,”
one Of many proposed by the
Illinals senator, would overturn
the |recent ‘‘one-man, one-
vote’! " rullngs of the Supreme
Couri. 1 must oppose it o
grounds of both practicality and
principle,

..

THE AMENDMENT is not
only .impractical, it Is highly
dangerous.

This has been the conclusion
of .many discussions of the pro-
posed amendment at natonal
meetings of law professors, as
well as the conclusion of other
interested and informed indi~
viduals,

Last June 16, the American
Enterprise Institute for Public
Policy Research in Washingtoa,

ROCKS AN

REES V4 PEOF

* cussed no less than 1

*of *interpretation,” b

D.C. prepared a‘‘SpecialAn«
alysis” of the proposal (Numbér
5) for the 90th Congress, First
esslon, It documented and dis-
serious
legal questions or “/Issues® that
would be. created by the ‘‘pas=
sage of the Dirksen proposal,
‘There are net merely problems
it rather
concérn the validity or legality
of the proposal as am aménd-
ment to the Constitutian.
Since afewimmoderate spok-
. esmen for the proposal donot
know (or fail to respect) the
dangers resulting from their
support, one can envision the
possibtlity of thefr call toemo=
tion resulting in a deep divie
slon of the population, should
one or more of the 10 issues
be held by the courts to render
the amendment invalld.
The result may well be two
groups  of candidates each

« elaiming they were duly elected

to office, Sifice one group would
not respect the previous deter~
mination by the courts, the
country may well experience 2
Latin American type of demos
cracy--where sheer power or
torce determines who shall or
shall ot hold office, |
ERCRE

SEN, DIRKSEN FAILED by
both force of persuasion and
by politicdl pressure toachieve

his géals by means afthe met}

1r |

. dean, system

i~ i
thie Amar(un pecple; th .,
best, be dode _)by

toall the - s
nM [!

- control of thelr stgbe-and feds
erall governmetits,/The Amfd

1ncapable of Bélng

u snrvlces da~
by he people, but po-

sate .
)y the states, wm evens<

to call the convention,
Because| .many of those ‘33
states that bave already voted

ave to ¢

/, the op- -

or the are now

squarely upon this
Pringiple,

Thus, like ‘Senators S,hwal-
gert

r of & gatated ‘of
talized federallém; | 1.

ro 4 reversal of tha tran -
‘ot power to the mlnl
ernment* whenever - and
revar local and state gove
ments can  properly \m-
rge résponsibilities - pre< .
Hy " pertormed: by’ Washe

oo, -
‘But ‘with all due respect, X
--bu“es! to those who sup-

od by which all of
ments to the United
stitutlon to.date have been re}
lized, The strengthi of his efmi
ticoal  attachment to.
proposal, ~as well as. that |
bis supporters like Sen, Kult
and Sen. sckwelgen who Intry
duced it into mo'm:meanv Let
islatufe lastyear,have results
in their virtual [insedsitiv]
to the dangers they create
their present actogs. .
Thosa " who -wish to conts
the portentous nature of 4
proposel by Sen. Dirksen mu
purchase the "Special Anal
sis” tor one dollar from
American Enterprise Instit
1200 17th Street N W., Was]
ington, D,C, 20036
In addition to the above dal
gers inherent in the method
attempted promulgation,
Dirksen Amendment should
rejected because ,it embod
, incorrect policies for the futu
development the Unil
States. The Constifution spea
i terms of people--not of
in the preamble, bht through
the. document, It was creal
and presently hml:uon!,
tablish the equality of peon
not rocks, mot trees. It w
created and presently functi
to guide the peaceful develd
ment and future _happiness|

StatesCol-

we.

01 that it will
efeat tﬁnse var,v cbfectives
yapd 1, Aeek

T WOU'LD BE pN umpum
of ‘the highest order.for sny
1nd{yldual-~Jearned or unjearn<
edasto attempt. With ummnl
to forecast the long-range nm-
ifications of voting one wty
or | the o!.her on .the Dlrk.sen
proposal,

Evaluating u:ess factors, 1
cannot escape “the, conclusion
a vote for.the Dirksen
proposal is & vote for & soclety
all, . with "nostalgla; wish
could have; for each of ‘us
bave, to some degree, gone to
school at the feet of Thomas
Jefterson, However, in our po-
1itical soclety, we- must make
basic political decislons in ac-
cord with our appralsals of
public need and in .the'light
the soctety wa expect will
most probably exist, |

- When I make these projec-

we

tates a voteagainst the Dirk~
proposal, whateve:
'm, becaiise 1t would mitigate
nbmty of democratic

resentation to fully serve-the

negds of people at the lowest
effective level of government
sible.

l"th ‘would, amnng mhe

posite
the -sp
Kuhn, and’ !hﬁ other m“"“m
. men bors o!use Michlxu L!z-

-

casdrs. of . this. Junend

thérefot's;

bt the résult intended by -

n-ra‘sncmsm Legis=
" lakur ttkeep ts
cdol" hnd nllow ® slster state
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VOU SAVE N THE LONG RUN - [

ON! LOOK
ISWORTH'A

1,000

|
B lnmu;ummﬁ |
Badoointalefutote ek

the ncessary 37
rauﬂadons‘wll.l most lkely

~ never matérialize, This s par
Heularly | true because, if it
should ml!erl-l.lize, 1t would
be lmpnssmla to keep. such a
“convention from - expastire -to
public apmlon.

the dubluu!s distinction of betng.
the 34th stgta to vote and theree.
by satisty the number required -

should | acelaim’ that-)
mentf. Rather, through:
welgert's sponsorship,
Kuha's {nvitatioo, it

be caught. up in tha
and “false emotionalls
empty movampnt whic!
sents: the last dying’
an oM order, an ‘ord

1aid to rast.‘ :
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