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.Shelter And Protection

The Richard Steiger residence on Quail Hollow
Drive 1s low ond nestled against the ground. This feel-
ing is enhanced by several clumps of tall white ash
trees. The trunks,frome the view of the front doar and
give o feeling of sheller and protection.

These trees were on the site before the house wos
built, and care was taken durning consiruction 10 pro-

tect themifrom damage. When the, final greding was
done andithe level of the yard roised, the origina! level
was kept .around the roofs of the trees. The resulting
swale adds on informal chorm fo the scene.

Tve [planting ocross the front of the house com-
plements the horizontal lines of the house. A tall burn-
ing bush| (Euyonymous olatus) banked with Pfiizers
junipers jirengthens the corner and an upright spsci-
men yewl accents the front door. A row of dwarf mhu-
go pines parallels the walk leading from the door to
the drivevay .

j

in whicl

Restraint, Simplicity

The plantings in front of
the Doryl Catermon home
on Westmeath show the
restroint and simplicity
that characterizes good
landscoping. Only o few
kinds of plants were used
ond care wos token to
space them so they are not
crowded but have omple
room for growth. The beds
are edged with railroad
ties for o neat, trim look,
and a few rough boulders

1

Rustic And In

formal

serve s accents for the
po: o of speciol interest.

A simple row of Plitzer's
junipers lines the front of
the house At the corner
the bed hos been widened
and juis into the lawn at
an ongle. A pink-finged
flowering dogwood is the
focal point of this bed,
with Pfilzer's junipers
planted around the base of
the tree.

A complementary bed
has been constructed in
the ongle between the
wolk and the driveway.

Two P(x!zlr‘s junipers and
o globe yew are the under-
plonting and the featured
tree is af shapely young
redbud {Cercis canaden-
sis ). '

These trees and shrubs
were plagted four years
ogo and ore now just be-
ginning to atiain the grace
that comes with maturity.
Becouse of the woy the
plants were :arranged in
groups the laondscaping
never had the spotty look
that newl plantings often
hove. | -

The rustic Frankel hcuse at the end cf Rockshire Road has a wopded natural
 setiing with big old frees and o ggnily rolling terrain. The drivewdy winds be-
jween the trees ond past the paved patio which serves as o front enlronce. Infor-

mality is the keynote here, an:

instead of a lown.

¥

d wild fiowers and natural ground covering are used

The entrance drea is frim and tailored, fo piovide o bit of dramatic con-
trast. A rectangular bed, beside the front dear caniains a flowering white dogwood
and a variety of spring bulbs and wild flowers; Myrtle has been pla
an evergreen mat-like covering. [ :

ted to moke

Betty Frankel, a Forming-
ton resident, writes a reg-
ular gardening column for
the Observer Newspapers
She has o bachelor's degree
in betany end is completing
work on a master's in land-
scope architecture, both
from the University of Michi-
gan. '

-

The photographs are by
Gary Garretson of the Ob-
server Newspapers staff. He

is o design mojor in Wayne .

State University's school of
ort.

Japanese Harmony

The Henry Hansen house
on Hunter's Row was built
on o site that was consid-

ered “impossible” — rug-
ged, rocky and sloped
steeply from the road

down into @ wooded ra-
vine. However, these very
characteristics were turned
into assets.

A shelf was scooped out
and the very contemporary
* oriental-inspired home was
tucked into the hillside. As
one opproaches from the
road, the view is down
_onta the roof of the house.
A flight of sturdy steps
constructed from railroad
 ties leads down the sleep
hillside - which has been
terraced and plonted with
myrtle and creeping juni-
pers. :

The steps end at a small
level areajpaved with ex-
posed aggregate concrete.
This leads to the litile rais-
ed wooden deck ot the
-front door.] Crushed whité
stone borders the - paved
areq, und‘ several ever-

i

greens|in redwood tubs oc-

By BETTY FRANKEL

Special Writer H

First impressions definitely do count — espe-
cially the impression one gets of the entrance to
your home.

That first glimpse creates a mood that lingers
on after|the guest has arrived or the motorist has
driven fast. It can be a feeling of friendliness and
hospitaljty or a feeling of aloofness and seclusion.

Thig feeling has nothing to do with the size or
magnifitence of-the hon}c.1 bulJ is due to the way
it is land i

What Makes Good
ont Landscaping?

In addition to fhe selection and arrangement
of plants, land. ing includes the pl t of °
lhg house on the lot, the location of walks and
driveways, -and the grading of the lot.
Effective landscaping depends on having
all the clements -— house, site, grading, drive-
way, walks, plants, fences, lights, ornaments
—compatible so they work together to make
one strong unificd impression.
Although the landscaping in front of a house
should be kept simple, it does not have to be dull
or convcm‘ional. These Farmington area homes

h
g, 3
includeg more than trees and shrubs and flowers.

Formality And Dignity

The home of Richard ond Caro! Faunce on Wick-
low Sfreet is a beautifully proportioned, symmetrical
house [whose center doorway and balanced pairs of

windopws produce a feeling of formality ond dignity.
the Idnd are the most impartant feature of the land-
seeping /|

arefully placed in front of the house are“ three
trees |— the only front yard plonting. They have o de-

In true Japan se style, this
landscaping is in harmony
with noture and with the
character of the site and
the home. It is not formal,

cent/the front door. Hang-
ing ow! lanterns of bronze
add op oppropriate orien-
10! toukh, as does the small
agoda-roofed lantern
v ig boulder ot the
the entronce steps.

but nonetheless  hasi a
quality of restraint and re-
finement.

£

are lhit, has i
ity and personality. *

The unusual landscaping adds to the feeling of
serenity and distinction, There is no foundation plant-
ing ot all, so no shrubs obscure the lines of the house.
1t sits atop @ smoll knoll, which gives it o feeling of
importance. In this case, the grading and contours of
siroble softening effect, and frame the view of the
house. A white flowering dogwood (Cornus florida)
hos been planted near the intersection of the driveway
ond entrance walk. At the opposite side, the house is
flanked by o sunburst variety of moroine locust. The
delicate foliage is clear yellow as it unfolds in spring,
ripens to a deep green in summer and then turns
bright gold in cutumn. The most prominent of the three
trees is o pin-ook thot is located somewhat off center.

A crock of red geroniums serves as an accent
beside the deep red front door. Nothing could be
simpler than the landscaping of this.house — but it is
completely effective. .

Come To
Livonia Mall

June 10-16

for

¢ PUTTING GREEN

Play indoors in cool cmfort, there are
many, many prizes.

o STORYBOOK HOUSE

Where the kiddies can buy dad a gift and
receive a free coloring book, crayans and
suckers. They «can pick up an entry blank <
for the Quaker Oats coloring contest also.

¢ PETTING ZOO .

Where children can feed and pet baby
animals. -

All this in delightful
air-conditioned comfort.

‘Meet You At
The Mall’

Open MON., THURS., .
FRI., SAT. to 9 p.m,
Open TUES., WED.

until 5:30

There’s always
somsthing going on at ...

LIVONIA
MAL =

MIDDLEBELT,




