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* [The end-of a vacation seldom precipitates a™-
appy feeling. . .
- It's especially jolting when you debark from
n-airliner at Metro Airport after five hectic-days
h Las Vegas and there's No. 2 son Douglas to
pread the sad news that Tommy Devine is dead.

Only a couple weeks before —just prior to
eading west—we had lunched with Tommy, the
ublic relations director at the Detroit Race
ourse. .

He gave no hints that he was in foiling
health. Maybe he wasn't aware himself that
time quickiy was running out on him.

Devine talked about the “old days” when he
rote sports for the Free Press and later of his
§ssociation with the Miami News. Y
RCQuickly, however, the subject switched to the

“we'll be sw‘itbhing our offices from down-

fown out to the track in a few days,” Tommy said:

'You know we get going out there on July 29"
[ )

WHAT DELIGHTED him was the fact that
acing crowds and wagering were up all around
he country. :

“It sure looks like another record year for
s, unless we're hit by a riot or something like
hat,” Tommy declared.

. He noted that good times (financially speak-
Ing in the nation) also reflect in happy times.at
ace ovals and at other sports attractions.
“People are just busting out to spend
their dollars set.aside for ertertainment,”
bPommy declared.. “And for many of them
psports comes No.: 1.
“Look at the way your Pistons set records
ast season at the gate and the way the Tigers are
Hrawing . . . and ithe way the Lions and Red
Wings keep drawing without winning teams

“There’s nothing like sports.”

And Devine knew sports . . . from A to Z.

During his sports writing days, Devine thrived
n controversy.

He'd dig into stories and took a lot of punches.

There were limes when he swung wildly.
Dther times he was on the target.
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_ DEVINE LEFT OUR midst just two weeks
biter life vaniched for George Kuhla, another
[nember of Detroit’s sports writing community.
_ George was only 25 and just beginning to be-
Lome a star on the staff of the Detroit News when
he strike silenced his typewriter—as it turned
out, forever. :
Kuhla had gone hunting with friends in Can-
lada, above the Straits.
He was relaxing on the front fender of a boat
trailer when suddenly there was a jolt. He fell to
the ground, crushing his’ head.
George never, regained conscipusness
lwithin a few days: he was gone.
Appropriately endugh, special ‘memorial

educational funds have been set up—both for
Devine and for Kuhla. |

The Devine fund has been established at
Wayne State University, the one for Kuhla at the
'University of Detroit, his alma mater.
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THERE'S "STILL ‘a fireat deal being said
about whether baseball did right or wrong when
.an assassin’s bullet struck down Robert Kennedy.
As you'll recall, some teams played and some
didn't. Players took protest votes. Milt Pappas
of Cincinnati sounded off so bitterly that the Reds
wound up trading: him to Atlanta.

Houston fined ‘two players who refused to per-
form last Sunday, a national day of mourning
by a decree of the President.

‘Those who rap baseball for not respecling
the death of the senator from New York are
off base as far as we're concerned.

The commissioner's office proclaimed that no
games would be played Saturday until after Ken-
nedy's funeral.

Redford-Livonia

{ 101 be showdor
day IntheGreater
A baseball league.

¥n time Sun-
LivoniaClass

| Redford Township, the first

round champ, |squares off
against  Livonta {In a pivotal
'second-round battle at Thurs-
: ton High at 2:30 p.m.

: + Redford took the first round

" faurels by winning elght of.nine .

.games while Livonia was sec~
and with Dearborn Helghts, each
1 -3marks,. |
i In the second round, Red-
ford has won three, lostone and
tled one, while Livonia has a
2-1-} mark. Hence the impor-
tance of Sunday'd clash, .

| Livonta _ copped .its last two
starts by downing Plymouth,
g z{‘-z, and cudn.‘sn City, 19-2.
{ Tom- Ballstére hurled @
seven-hitter to beat Plymouth
and was supported by some
lofty slogging by his team-
mates, .

Jim Rose knocked In two

runs with two singles while Gary
Bowen doubled over another
pair of runs. .

e

JAY SCHWALM flipped a two-
hitter in the Livonia romp over
Garden City.

Rose and Bowen struck the
blg blows for the winners as
Rose belted In four runs with
two singles and a double, Bowen
had a double and a singie lo
drive in three taltles. :

Manager Bob Atkins has
moulded  together  another

. powerhouse for his Redford .

Stars as they bld to repeat In
the league and state.

« v .

VIRTUALLY ALL of Hhis

squac are graduates of Thurs-
ton or Redford Unlonand sever=
al are fresh- from' playing
this -past

college  baseball
spring. .

{
|
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Three members - of * the '
“Observer's All-Atea team are-
on the Redford team| -- catcher
Bill Fahey, inffelder Biil Howe
and ’outflelder-first baseman
Kevin Fox. . B3
The pitching staffwill include -
Tom Fleszar, a Tawnship boy
Jwho pitched for DetroltCathiolic
Central and the University of
Michigan freshman} and Denny

Carol, another Townshipper
who this past season hurled.
Catholic Central to the Catholic
League title with an 8-0 record,

Dan Camp, ex-Plymouth high
star who has been attendlng
Fiint J,C.; Vic Pilar, Michigan
State sophomore via Thur'ston,

and Tom Booker, an RU senlor -

in ‘68 round out the mound staff.

Nines Clash S unday

LELAND. BJERKE and Bob
Holmes are back from Eastern
Michigan to play firstand short,

Bjerke

ton and Bastern Michigan), BIIL
Holmes (a Thurston senlor)and
Fred Dunhami~(RU senfor) are

RU,_ Holmes at Thurston.. Rod
Ferguson, another RU grad who
has been at Port Huron J.C.,
will play second
J trom Farm-

whileHoweand

other

Atkins has announced that
1n addition to league games, the |
Redford team will play aserfes
of rnon-leaguers with state:’

oe
ington High will share third

including the Mt. .
Pleasant team which Redford '
beat fn the state finals the last _

Advicé To Little Leaguers

DiTH llc‘\l;‘LlFFE — “The big this i

Isj&ccnd base is to keep your eye n%x lhl:gbgllln}.q?g. ’
ﬁll;?:plo fnlltc\v the ball all :the way into the

i

. RAY CYLER — “Never watch the runner go-
ing to first .. .-Also, even if it's a routine play,
never LCE the ball to first.” .

~ « DON WERT — “The main thing about play-
ing third baSe is to field the ball in front ofpyg,u
as much as ]:ossihle." )

ULTI-FACTORY TIRE SHIPMENTS IN E.J. KORVETTE I
Lt (Y .

OHLY A PARTIAL LISTIKG SHOWN BELOW,
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CUSTOM BUILT WITH THE NEW

DIVERSIFIED

A FABULOUS IN-DEPTH INVENTORY OF OVER A QUARTER MILLION TIRES!
! SIGN, WHITEWALL STYLE OR GORD CONSTRUCTION YOU PREFER
VETTE TIRE & AUTO CENTERS WHERE YUI'I SELECT FROM THE WORLD'S LARGEST DIVERSIFIED STOCKS OF FINE QUALITY TIRES.

STORY DIRECT FROM SEVERAL OF AMERICA'S FINES]'
R i .

ORE UKADVERTISED TIRES AT SIMILARLY LOW, LOW PRICES.

INSTALLED FREE, NO TRADE-IN REQUIRED
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Fox, Reg Barringer(Thurs-

PICK-UP & DELIVERY
FREE ‘

w0 years.

NO WAITING!

" % TUNE-UPS % SHARPERING
* ALL MAKES AND MODELS '

PERFECT MOWER SERVICE .

29701 6 MILE RD.
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no recourse but' to carry on with its schedule 19.48 . é i w314 .:: ;;
Saturday night, even though the funeral services 21.37 g ;:'43 '2‘( 8
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tede next fail, CENTEAS PLEDGE T0 SUPPLY THE TIRE FROK OHE OF OUR HEARBY LOCATIOR:

OR IF lHM' AVAILABLE - FURNISH A HIGHER PRICED TIRE AT THE LOWER ADVERTISED PRICE.

(BATTERIES [SHOCKS [BRAKES

« EXTRA HEAVY D BRAKE SYSTEM OVERHAUL
. ouA v REst RA HEAVY DUTY ORIGINAL EQUIPHENT.QUALITY >

PRICE, HOT MANUFACTURER'S LIST....r: AT ANY E: 3, KORVETTE TIRE AND AUTO CENTERIH THE US.A. R

AIR CONDITIONERS|
NATIONALLY AQV;I?T!SED ‘

1968 SLIM-LINE DESIGN I
AUTO AIR CONDITIONER =

5179

{NSTALLATION EXTRA

oty KE 37070

GRISSOM GARAGE BUILDERS
25111 W. 7K1 1 BIk. W, of G. River
R

] Knock played foofball, bas-
\ ket ball. and baseball during

his prep career with the
‘ Raiders, !

| |l wateh for our GIGANTIC

LOWEST PRICES ON ||| °
ALL APPLANCES |

BERRYES

HOME 'SUPPLY STORE AND
. WAREHOUSE OUTLET

TN | I NS 4

| %27 27419 JOY ROAD.
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-1 REUNE ALL FOUR WHEELS
LREBUILD ALL 4 BRAKE CYUNDERS

, TURN AND TRUE 4 BRAKE DRUMS
@ REPACK FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS
S ADJUST ALL FOUR BRAXES
L@mm UNES, RESTORE FLUID "+
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INSTALLS OUT OF THE WAY UNDER THE DASH,
EASILY TRANSFERRED TO YOUR I!EKT CA

INSTAWLED FRIE

| GUARANTEED 45-MONTH.

*YOUR AUTOMOBILE ROAD TESTED

L GUARANTEED 20
S
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. "BRAKE, FRONT END AND EXHAUS

MICHIGAN BANKARD CREDIT CARD
CHARGE [ 30 SECONDS WITH TOUR
MCHIGAX LAMAID) CHUKGE O OFX O
AT £ EORVETTR TRE & AUTO CONTES..
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1 EATRVIFTE THE & AUTD CINTERS,

hniy

5

1 K = T RET o'ps"h-bAufv,mc‘wn:NG'sA' ) AM
! '0 , . sa,-37so | ~$UNDAY 12 NOON TO e P

" AT'INKSTER RD. & WESTLAND




