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Oplnlon of Johnny Longden

Horse Racing s Cleanest Sport

By PATRICK HINDERT

_Horse racing is the cleanest

sport In the world,
That s the word from John~
ny Longden, the celebrated joc-
key who brought home 6,026
. winners during a 40-year ca-
naer that ended in 1968, Now
a’ leading’ West Coast trainer,
Longden flew Into the Hazel
Park Race Track Monday to
enjoy a day in his honor,
Longden rode his first race

ln Californla ‘in 1927 and, when
he hung up his tack two years
8go, he had become the win-
ningest rider in the history of
the North American turf, In four
decades, Longden went to the
‘post 32,408 tmes, bringing
home 6,062 winners and earn-
1ng $24,665,800,

Longden has witnessed at
first hand the tremendous ex-
pansion of thoroughbred rac-
ing until now it ranks as the
No. 1 specmmr sport in North

RACING DAYS OF YORE are described to
Observer Intern Reporter Pat Hindert by Johnny
Longden, who was one of the nation’s top jockeys
for more years than he cared to discuss. Longden
was a Monday visitor at Hazel Park Track.

12 From

Area

Will Compete
In Car Races

The Waterford Hills Sports
Car Racing Club will play host
to 150 drivers fromeijght states
Saturday and Sunday, June
29-30, as the Detrolt region of
the Sports Car Club of America
conducts qualifying competition
for its national meeting,

Top Golfer

KALAMAZOO -- When Timo
Kilpelainen, of Farmington, tied
for second with a 54-hole score
of 207 inthis year’s Mid-Amer-
lean Conference golf meet, it
was the highest finish in 12
years by a Western Michigan
University golfer,
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THE WILLIAMS - JACKSON
duo was way above the league
averages, Miss Willlams, with
a 130 average and a M7 pln
handicap, had actual games of
187, 176 and 171 and gross scores
of 236, 225 and 220 for 68l,

Jackson, who entsred with a
130 average, had scores of 160,
167 and 177 and the 147 pin
handicap boosted his totals to
209, 216 and 226 for 651,

The Canadian pair, who hail
from a couple of small towns
southeast of Windsor, made
their bid Sunday night. Miss
Scratch, who has a 134 average
1a Canada picked up a 138 pin
handicap and rolled games of
221, 164 and 161 which grew to
267, 210 and 207 with handicap,

Her partner, with a 173aver-
age and 54 pin handicap, had
actual games of 215, 172 and
201 which became 233, 190 and
29 for 642,

For the first time In tourna-
ment history, top prize winners
came from two states and two
countries,

The Scratch-Upcott duo gave
an International flavor to the

* tourney and the team of Al-
verine and W.H, Foster, of
Trafford, Pa, came from the
greatest distance,

The Observer Newspapers
will publish the complete list
of prize winners as soon as
it is availgble from Director
Goldman and his crew of tab-
ulators, *

Crastwood Dodge, Inc.
4215700 T -
Ford Rosd &2 Vanoy

Elght 10-1ap(15 miles) events
for 24 classes of sporis cars
are scheduled for Saturday,
Surday’s program consists of

elght 15-lap (22 1/2 miles)

races, the winners of which will
qualify for national eventslater
this summer,

‘Tom Abbott and Garrett Van
Camp of Farmington, both re-
cordholders at Waterford Hills,
are entered in their speclal-
ties, Abbott, driving a Formula
Vee, set a 60,37 miles per hour
mark in his class in September
of 1967 and Van Camp, pilot-
ing an E-production Porsche,
posted a 60.58 mph standard
In 1967,

Other Farmington competi-
tors are; Larry Clingman and
Jim Branam in E-production
MG-Bs and Kryn Irhman in an
A-modified Cobra Special.

Livonia entrants are : Carl
Harrington and Frank Mueller
in Sedan-2 class, both driving
NSUs; Ray Brooks in an F-
production MG-A; and Bob Ac-
ton in a B-production Mustang,

Joe McNamara and Paul Prill
of Plymouth also are entered,
McNamara drives anE-produc-
Hon Porsche and Prill pilots
an F-production Sunbeam Al-
plne,

Tony Franclos!, GardenCity,
will drive his NSU in the Sedan~3

class,

Ameriea, n
What have been the greatest

changes Longden has observed -

since be started in racing?

“Raclog was not always as
clean as it is today,” he re-
calls, *Back rafl fights used
to be a common and ugly fact
of reeing, That hes all changed
now, -
“Todiy, the photo finish cam-
era takes all of the guesswork
out of picking a winner, -And
the camera patrol can detect
fouls anywhere on the course,
These are the most usefut of
the new sclentificdeviceswhich
are constantly used by horse
racing to police ftself,” Long-
den Insists,

‘rAnother important change;*
says Longden, “has been the
fantastic increase 1in purse
money, In 1927, 5250 seamed
Itke a good. sized purse, But
today, they run In excess of
$100,000,” The largest purse
Langden ever won was $125,000
in. the Santa Anita Handicap,

The greatest thrill of Long-
den's illustrous career came
in 1943 when he won the triple
crown sboard Count Fleet,
“That was the fastest horse
1 have ever ridden or seen,”
be says,

Longden  suffered. several

serlous Injuries duringhisrac- |
_ing years, Including a broken

back that sidelined him for
aight months, a concussion that
plunged him into a coma for

Only Coach Quits

DAYTON, Ohio -- Warren
Back has retired as coach of
Dayton Gems of the Interna-
tional Hockey League, Back Is
the only coach the club has had
in Its four-year history

10 days, and numerous broken
bones, Yet he never lost his
desire to win or his readiness
to_trust -his cool judgment xn
tight spots,

“When I quit two years m,
1t was because my refloxes
had begun slowing down,”’ Long-
den says; «I would see anopen-
ing, but by the time I reacted,

- my chance was gona,’”

A man who nelther smokes
nor drinks, and who always
watches hls diet, Longden's
best riding weight was Ius
pounds, ‘He stayed close to that
mark for 40 years, Now 6l
years old, the five-foot-tallGo-
Hath of the race track has bal~
looned to 112 pounds,

who answers all questions with
patience and cooperation, Long-
den becomes. more emotional
whan the conversation switches
to the controversial 1988 Ken-
tucky Derby.

“Dancer’'s Image got a raw
deal,” according to Longden,
"Euk-mldln (the drug that caus-
«d the disqualification of Danc-
er's Image) should be legal-
ized,” he says. “It is neither
a depressant nor a stimulant,
bit 2 pain killer, It can holp
cure a sick.horse,!!

As to the future of horse
Tacing, Longden predicts un-
precedented success,

fThere 1s Bo place to go
but up,” he states with firm
optimism, -

Normally a reserved man

get in the SWING]
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GOLF CLUB
A CHALLENGING

18 HOLE

SHELDON ROAD
AT WEST SIX MILE ROAD

60 COURSE

l\.Om’HVILLE

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD

Complete Sell Out Of
ALLSWIM POOLS

KEEP COOL IN A DOUGHBOY #00OL

AQUALINE | CRESTLINE
T 18x42 24 x 48
$150 | $305

ARISTOCRAT SILVER SEA
31x 16 x 48[24 x 48-7 ft.,

-$455 | $410

AVAILABLE ON PACKAGE DEALS
ALL MODELS, SHAPES & SIZES

® HPEFILTER @ SKIMMER ® CHEMICALS
® LADDER ® TESTKIT 19¢
@ VACUUM [ MAINT.\KI‘I CHLORINE gal.

GOLF

Aluminum 8 & 3 — $150

15
$139

170
B

ComPLETE SETS $60 v
1§52
$16 doz. BALLS 58_15

ENGLISH CARTS 525
TRADES & FITTINGS

SPALDING 8 & 3
REG. $125. NOW

SPALDING 9 & 4
REG. $283. NOW
MAC GREGOR 9 & 4

REG. $307. NOW

STARTER SETS

$96 PRO BAG

BRAND FOR BRAND, IIRE FOR TIRE . . . OUR )
EVERYDAY PRICES AR THE LOWEST ANYWHERE! 1

'XR-70 WIDE TRACK
' BELTED FIBERGLASS

RadialBios Type,  sousnmma

|

60,000 Mile Guarantee

RED OR WHITE

XR:70 WIDE TRACK SIDEWALI

SALE FRICE

Now 27.95
Now 28.95
Now 29,95
Now 32,95
Now 35.95
Now 32,95
Now 35.95

$IZE  REG, PRICK

D70-14 $61.79
E70-14 64.47
F70-14 66.95
G70-14" 72.87
H70-14 7855
G70-15 72.87
H70-15 7855

S

Eliminate squirm with

WIDE-TRACK WIDE OVALS

Heavy duty, 4-ply

The very finest, sofest, best
performing wide track tire
avallcble on the market today!
SEE THE DIFFERENCE THEN
TRY 41

60 MONTH TIME
GUARANTEE

WIDE OVAL RED OR WHITE SIDEWALL TUBELESS
Size Reg, Price Sale Price "‘ >

92.90 | 2295 | 235 ¥
98.25 24.95° 2.50 .
107.80 | 26.95 2.63 P
114.90 28.95 271 g
107.80 26.95 271 J
11490 | 28.95 2.89 ‘

% INSTANT. CREDIT

BONANZA |
WHITE WALLS |

EXTRA MILEAGE TIRE
Besgaza

4381331498
79513 S109d,

TIFNE
[
S5SN8

S5 s

T 7y ;
o T &

IIET {19}
48 Minsh Gt | ]
————— |

"UNIQUE REPUTATION FOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE & SATISFACTION"

azs78400 clu B

Terms or
90 Days

HOURS

X 10:30-9

) Bl . Daity
125 SUN.

““LOW PRICES,
27549 WARREN, 1 block INKSTER RD.

HIGH INTEGRITY:"

POOL
TABLES

FISCHER
BRUNSWICK

" SUMMER PRICES
FROM $335

FIRESTONE 500

ON SALE NOW!

%*
GOODYEAR | < | SAVE
Kelly. ' .

i

* FIRESTONE

500 '& DELUXE CUSHION

B. F. Goodrich

1968's
Strongest,

Most Beautiful-
Redwood- Pool

Includes -
Walk-around deck
and large patio -
completely Ozite
carpeted - stainless
steel ladder - deluxe
filter - vacuum -
test kit - everything
but the water.

* Medels on Dlsplay * NO nown PAYMENT *

. ug‘ Your Mld-li:m Bankard .

3.DAY INSTALLATION _
AVAILABLE.

" AQUA STAR

POOL
csmm

28375 JOY ROAD
- Phone 261»6640

TUB ESS % HEAVY.
ELCHROME PLATED

No axchange needed

LINCOLN PARK

ACTION

TIRE

3516 Die Rowd
. st
155 3330

A1 Storce Open Duly 9 e § pom

WAYNE

WESTLAND

TIRE

ad 1650 Wayne Road

CARDEN QITY

ARROW

TIRE

7 4134
2 DM, 3 1m B

L v




