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Rentor’s

WASHINGTON-~-For renters
‘who live in the poorer neighbor-
hoods of the big city the prop-
erty tax is a heavilyregressive
and very costly sales tax on
housing, N

In economic’ terms, tha av-
erage equivalent of a 24 per
cent sales tax acts to reduce
severely consumer demand for
nner city -housing, The cost of
inferfor rental housing is in-
ordinately high. Investment in
new buildings- is discouraged
and landlordsare deterred from
making improvements in their
property,

Low-income families paj 2
far higher fraction of thelr in-
come for property taxes, elther’

directly or hidden in theti rent -

bills, than do typical suburban
residents,

And, of course, the property

taxes that are absorbed in a
Tent payment are not deducti-
ble from federal income taxes,
as are a homeowner's real
estate taxes. :

]
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THESE .ARE the principal
findings in 2 study of property
tax {mpact that was conducted
by a New York University
economist, Dick Netzer, for
the National . Commission on
Urban Problems.

Former Nlinots Sen, Paul H,
Douglas, who is chalrman of the
commission, safid he had not
been fully aware how inequit-

able the property tax is infts

practical application and soclal
consequences, .
The Douglas commission [s
expected to issue a report on
Zoning and land use problems.
For many years the property
tax has traditionally been the
chief source of local govern-
ment financing. .
Although tax rates may be
higher In some bedroom sub-
urbs, Netzer sald the property
taxpayer In the central city
pays for many more social
welfare and other public ser-
vices that do not directly bene-
fit him, In fact, some of his
taxas are for services that the
suburban commuter shares,
oo
I¥ MANY metropolitan ardas,
moreover, the effective prop-
erty tax rates are substantial-
1y higher In the central cities
than inthe surrounding suburbs.
Assessment breaks for busi~
nesses in the suburbs have fur-
ther encouraged the decentrali-
zation of economic activity from
the central city outward,
according to the New Yorkpro-
+fessor, To escape the heavy
social service costs in the city,
industries are moving with their
job supply into the suburbs,
Heavy health and welfare out-~
lays plus the “legacy of ob-
solesence,” are factors that
Netzer sald eep pushing prop~
erty taxes up in the nner cities,
LY

ASSESSMENT practices vary
greatly within metropolitan
areas, within citles, and be-
tween business and residential
property.

Nevertheless, the proparty
tax burden rests largely on
occupants or ‘““consumers' of
housing, whether they be own-
ers or tenants,

A family earning over $15,-
000 will pay less than half,
measured as a percentage pro-
portion of fotal Income, for
property taxes, than a renter
with an income in the $3,000-
$4,000 range, Netzer’s report
polnted out,

Without the monthly salestax
in his rent bill, a $4,000-a-year
earner who now lives tn a $100-
a-month apartment could atford
to move to quarlers rénting
tor $138, the repart sald,
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NETZER SUGGESTED a

number of possible solutions
to the problem: lessrellance on
on the property tax for urban
public services, move stateand
federal activities, user charges
for public services, local in-
come taxes, and heavy taxes c
land values and fncreases in
land values,
. “It 18 a generally inferjor
tax instrument, although not
the worst ofallpossible taxes,*
he concluded,

“But an tnferfor taxbecomas
a monstrous one if applied at
high enough rates. There are
alternatives {o ever-increasing
property tax rates in wrban
areas, alternatives which re-
quire a 53 to accept
Tegl _ch.lng:‘m that most con-
sarvative of all institutions, 1o~
cdbgithint
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Patridtic, Coyotes
. .

oG A, Neb, - A movie
company on location has asked
a local radio station to play
“the Star Spangled Bamner’!
more often. . - '

Coyotes at a wildlifo ranch
howl every time they hear it
on thelr cage radio, Then the
movie company records the
bowling for mm‘mma affocts,
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~and Evenings with
Sears Yard

Setof2...3.33

‘GMai_Ka 299
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Reed S

Reg.
9.98

99

each - weight

pole,

Replacement Wicks, plks. of3....
99¢ 1-qt. Tiki Torch Fuel ..
2.99 1-gal. Tiki Torch _Fual .
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B Scars

| SEARS, ROEBUCK' AND CO.

~ BarbequingisEasy
- When YouUsea
- Grill from Sears

i

- 6’x15’ Long Sears

creening -

709

Handsome reed screening gives you privacy
and shade, filters sun, breaks wind, -yet it
allows full circulation of air. It’s easy to
install and is made of beaitiful natural reeds -
that are uniform in color and size.

6'x25’ Reed Sereaninj; Reg.14.98......11.99 . °
)

“Hula” Party Torch
‘ Brighten your parties with
this new decorator idea. Light.

t torch has 6-ft. sectional
holds 1 qt. of kerosene

or torch fuel.

}Mlm Torch

A bright idea for your backyard

cell.

or gardén. Kills insects. Has
.its_own no-fill, no-spill fuel
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Seors Gardan Shap (not at Groise Painte, Wyandotte, Pontiac)
N 1

E;lds Sa!u[rday, June 29th

A

lifetime

28" total
height

’

® Handsome black

porcelain finish

© 18" grill diameter,

Sears Low Price

3695

f

“The *49er” Weber Barbeque Grill

Weber ketle grills are built to last as well as being truly
economical. They cook meat 1o perfection using fewer
coals to begin with, then when: you're through, simply
close all dampers™and coals go out almost instantly.
the same charcoal up to 5 times. Aluminum ash catcher,
legs. Rubber tires.
22%" grill dia.; 29" high black grill ...,

se

49.95
5795

Handsome Portable
Sears Wagon Grill

Beglr 2 597

Has easy grid adjustment for cooking control.
Front loed charcoal door for easy refueling.
Handy glass door lets yon see what's cooking.
Handsome  charcoal finish with polished alumi.
num trim, UL listed. :

Uaé Your Convenient Sears Charge

Sears Housewares Dept, (atall 10 Stores)

5-HP Ci'éfts#nan
' Roto Spader

WITH POWER REVERSE — SAVE $30

|
Her‘gz‘u a husky roto spader that wi_li take on the
hardest, gardéning jobs with gusto. The big S-HP
Craftsman engine has “Super Start"{compression
release for easy starting. Rugged 14-in. slasher
‘tinei adjust from 28 to 26 or 15 inches.

dpen _Munthy, Thnudlf,
Fyldn’, Saturday 9 to 9,
Tuesdsy, Wednesdsy 9 to 5:30

. [
Regular 179.99 l 4999 ;
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® Woodwi

*® Gratiot|at Van Dyke, WA 5-0100
ard, Highlasd Pk., TO 8-1300 . ® Macomb Mall, Gra
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S
NEY DOWN on: Sears Easy Paymen

Sean Suburban Equlp?nnl Dept. (af all 10 Stores)

. i ®
® Grand River st Oakman, WE 3-3300° # Lincoln Park, Sout

=@ Livonia Mall, 7 Mi

® Oakiand Mall, 1+

Makes 'Gfard'en'ing' Easier

.

~ SAVE *30
Custom 6-HP Electric-

t Pla:n

e at Middlebelt, $76-6000

hfield at Dix, DU 8.7000" "'

Mile Rd. at John R, 585-1000 -
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~Tractor Only

. Start Garden Tractor

© + Regular $
.7 53995

Hel"e’sva speedy, sporty tractor ‘de-

. . S
signed to give you years of rg:l;df)le

performance. Stick shift plus’ foot-

operated combination clutch’ and

brake make it easy to select any of

four forward speeds or reverse. Ex- i

traJow speed in first gear assures

pl"ppéi' power for heavier jobs. Exi
clusive Turf-saver tread on rear tirgs

means more traction, more pro- i

tection for your turf. Headlights and

tric model.

tail light are standard on this elec- ’

36" Mower Attichment (shown) . ..., 109.95

© Positisg; 154 N, Saginavi, FE 54171

© Wyandotte, BiddleMaple, AV 49000

ot at-133¢ Mile'Rd., 5938000 @ Growse Pie., 7 MileMack, TU 46000 -



