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Drug Experts
Testifying
Agalnst Clark

By FRED DELANO

MASON «- Dr. Ronad E.
Clark - listened studiously with-
out a trace.of outward emotion
to three days of testimony this
week accusing him of fatal mis-
use of the barbituate sodium
pentothal as he stood trial in
Ingham County Circult Court
on a charge of manslaughter,

The Farmington Township
physician, formerly of Redford,
has seen a parade of medical
witnesses inform the jury as to
the drug’s dangers, even when
used as.a carefully controled
anesthetic, Thursday be still
sat passively as Dr, Frederick
Rieders, director of the City

of Philadelphla’s Polson Infore - 10€:

mation Center, testified:

“It is my opinion that Grace
Neil died from sodlum pento-
thal poisoning, too large 2 dose
having being administered too

the death of Mrs,

(Grace) Nell, 43,
of 20225 -Rensellor, Livonla,
in his Farmingtoa Township
clinle " at /30735 Grand River
last Nov. 3 that triggered the
criminal action againsi Dr,
Clark, & practicing physician
since 1943,

..

DR. RIEDERS, who was im-
ported by the prosecution aslts
No. 1 expert, also testified:

+:Sodium pentothal Is not a
drug that is used in the treat=
ment of any disease. Its major
use is to rendér a person un=
consclous, or to Induce a state
of semi-consciousness as a
truth serum that causes people
to respond to questions,”

He also told the Jury that
exact quantity of a ‘slethal dos~
age” never has been determined
through experimentation, only
“after the fact” of a death,

Sodium pentothal, he said,
can render a person fully um-
consclous within 10 to 15 sec-
onds “and it 1s 2 matter of
Judgment on the part of the
ariesthetist to determine when
the patlent has had enough.

“1. think the dosage glven
this patient was given In less
than.an hour, probably in less
than half an hour, and per-
haps In less than 15 minutes
from a bottle flowing freely,
not dripping,” sald Dr. Retd~
ers on the witness stand,

Asked whether sodium pento=
thal would have a beneficlal
effect on a person sulfering
from heart disease, high blood
pressure and obesity, he an
swered, “*No,"

.

EARLIER THE JURY heard
a witness quote Dr. Clark as
having stated he hadbeentreat-
ing Mrs, Nell for all three of
those specific ailments,

A the trial enteredits fourth
day Friday, no effort had been
made by the prosecution to
bring Dr. Clark’s record of
appearances before the State
Licensing Board nto evidence.

Neither had there been any
reference before tlie jury to
the fact that police and the
Oakland County at-

the husband said her dutles
were on a volunteer basis and
*] don’t know that she ever
recelved a paycheck.” He said
she had had no medical train=
ing., They had inown the phys-
{cian since about 1949.
..

THE HUSBAND! lasu.ﬂed Mrs,
Nefl had received medical
treatment from Dr. Clark for
several years, and that many
times after being treated with
sedatlves, she did not come
home unti] the next day,

Neil said that sometimes he
drove to the clinic and picked
his wife up there and drove
her homeafter treatments, add-

] had {o practically carry
her out to the car a number
of times. A lot of times she
wouldn’t even know how she
got home,”

Dr, Gaylord Alexander, an-~
estheslologist at Sinai Hospital
in Detrolt who was called as an
expert prasecution witness, told
the jury he had sdministered
sodium pentothal as an ane-
sthetic at lsast 4,000 times
in the last 11 years,

“1t is too lethal a drug ever
to leave a patient unattended
while it isbeingadministered,”
he stated in answer to a ques-
tion tracing to other testimony
that atter Dr, Clark allegedly
began the drip-method sodium
pentothal treatment of Mrs, Neil
Nov. 3 he had left the room
for some time, :

. .

IT HAS BEEN testifled that
he sent his’ wife back to check
whether the, injection was pro=
ceeding properly and that it
then was Mrs] Clark who found
that Mrs. Nefljhad dled,

“1 would Ik it to be mal-
practice to ledve a patient un-
attended; an overdose could kill
a person,” Dr, Alexander de=
clared on the witness stand,

s
HIGHLIGHTS ofearlier testi-
mony {ncluded these assertions:

August Kline, of Royal Oak,
whose wife had been a patlent
of Dr, Clark’s for more than two
years, declared that upon his
visit tothe clipic about 5:15p,m,
Nov, 3 to plek up medication he
had seen Mrs, Neil In her role
25 office assistant,

Kline said, #She appeared as
she normally appeared, sort of
haggard and pale,"”

Dr. Richard E, Olson, patho-
logist at St. Joseph Hospital
in Pontiac, who performed the
autopsy, sald that his examina-
tion showed «the body was of a
middle aged woman in a good
state of general health,

aThe heart was completely
normal for a woman her age,”
sald Dr. Olson, *and I found
no evidence In the kidneys or
heart that she had suffered from
high blood pressure, Her
wefght, which I would estimate
at 125 pounds, was about aver«
age for her age, I would not
consider her obese,

torney still are studying deaths
in his office of several other
of Dr, Clark’s patients besides
Mrs, Nefl.

Oakland Prosecutor S, Jor-
ome Bronson publicly revealed
{facts pertatning to both of those
phases shortlyafter Dr.Clark's,
arrest seven months ago, and
the information he supplled was
given wide publicity atthe time,
This Is ‘one of the reasons
that prompted Defense Attorney
Phillp Rowlston to petition that
the trial be moved outside Oak-
land County.

Mrs. Neil's husband, Tharan,
characterized his wife of 22
years as “having always been
very healthy until around 1962
or 1963,”

He sald Dr, Clark mgzened
at that Hme she go on a dlet,
““and ‘from that time on, she
didn’t"séém lke the same per~
sou.”

Aluimlzh Mrs. Neil has been
identified s a ‘"part-time as~
sistant”” fn Dr. Clark’s clinie,

“After the body
carefully externally, as well as
inside the body and head, [ was
not able to polnt to anything
and say this was the cause of
death’,

« e e

DR, DAVID KUTOB, toxicolo-
gist trom the- crime laboratory
of the Michigan Health Depart.
ment, testified specifically that
tests
Nejl's“Body showed. t'death re-
sulted from an overdose of sod-
jum pentothal, '

He sald these tests were of
blood samples recelved shortly

"after the autopsy,

1 found the blood contained
3,1 milligrams of sodium pen-~
tothal per 100 grams of blood,
he told the jury,

He also testified that a re-
cent examination of the brain
revealed a concentrationof17.1
milligrams of sodium pentothal
per 100 grams adding that the
higher concentration was due to
the human braln being more
absorbent than the bloodstream.
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FRETTER'S WAREHOUSE, 14999 TELEGRAPH | FRETTER'S SOUTHFIELD, 28825 TELEGRAPH

© Mobile-rolls anslly up

® Super capacity.
Chang:s airin 5 reoms
in minutes

® Scifety grills front and
back

@Wesﬂnghouse
Mobilaire Super Fan

Y NO MONEY
Permanently o MoK
- lubricated — never NO PAYMENTS
T SEPT.

needs oiling

s3gee =

15-Transistor

3 YEAS YO pAY

@ WeStInghnuse
5,000 BTU

Air Conditioner

. l.ghtwmght—only 59 Ibs.

me washable filter

L] 2 fan speeds for high and low cool
NO MONEY

*99

® Push button night light
*4q" dyncmu: speaker

|

NOwW!

Giant 24-ft. Capacity
No-Frost Sidg-By-Side

‘Hotpoint

REFRIGERATOR

® 314.3 |b. FREEZER CAPACITY
® 4 full-width refrigerator shelves
@ Slide-out meat panjveg. :nsper
® Juice can dispenser

® Butter bin door and shelf

® Two portable egg racks

© Only 35%" wide

NO MONEY DOWN
NG PATMENTS TiL
SEPTEMBER

419

‘GE STEREO

speakers

included

on samples {rom Mrs, -

AUTOMATIC WASHER

® 2.cycle

«>»
W

hirlpool
BIG FAMILY SIZE

#® 3 wash ond rinse Iempem!ules

NO MONEY DOWN
3 YEARS 10 PAY
NO PATMENTS
. SERT.

FRETTER

® Magic lint filter

5147

.- HURRY!
FREE INSTALLATION

OFFER ENDS

JUNE 29,1968

Famous Name

4 Band AM/FM-Aircraft

POLICE CALL RADIO

® Aircraft band covers 107-136 MC
® Police Band 148-174 MC

;a3

9 TRANSISTOR-TRANSCEIVERS

PHONOGRAPH

® 4 speed automatic “drop
® Two big 5%" disconnecting
# 45 RPM spindle and holder

® Sofid state, Needs no warm £

General Electric

With Full 3 Mile Range

® Complete with carry case, earphone & batteries
Converts to house current

@ 59" built-in telescopic whxp antenna

® Weights only one pound!

$2988

Setof 2
Gift Boxed

30"

ElECTRIC RANGE

WITHEASY CLEAN OVEN -

® High-speed 2700 watt surface control
@ Infinite Heat unit controls:

Oven timing clock

® Panorama window
NOMONEY DOWN

3 YEARS JO PAY

NO PAYMENTS *

“TIWSEPTEMBER

516

@ Westinghouse
TOP LOADING

PORT. DISHWASHER

@ Setsingle diol control . Handln service for 12
# No Installation nnded © @ Detergent dispenser

-_*124

IO MONEY
TSvins 1o vy
N PASME TR SEr1,

FULL SA'IISFACTION GUARANTEED

FRETTER'S WAREHOUSE FRETTER'S SOUTHFIELD
, 14999  TELEGRAPH ROAD -

APPLIANCE
COMPANY

1 Bloix South of 5 Mile

-9521

OPEN DAILY 9:M :
su

INSTANT CREDIT

3 YEARS TO PAY

g 28825 TELEGRAPH. ROAD

Just South of 12 Mile Road

358-2880

URSY QPEN DAILY: 8:30-9
* SUNDAY: 107
e




