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MRS. CLARK “fastened her hooded eyes on the.
jury.” She was the only eye-witness who testified.

Rainy Farmland
Outside; A Big
Trial Indoors

EDITOR'S NOTE: Court rules
prohibit the use of cameras in
8 courtroom, and Dr. Ronald £.

columns are echoes of another
era, Some energetlc soul with
an apperent delight in gay col-
ors has spent

Clark pas been a particularly
d!flfcu&uh/ul 10 phatog

outside. So the Observer N!ws\
papers dent reporterartist
Glenna Merillat to the scene,
and she produced the accom-
panying drawing and this word
sketch of the country town.

By GLENNA MERILLAT

The huge old maples and
caks that surround the Ingham
County courthouse were drip-
ping in the aftermath -of one
of the slate’s heaviest ralhs
in recent hstory as we arrived
in the small town of Mason,
which 1s set down In the farm-
1ands fust southeast of Lan-

sing.
m tiled floors and plaster

Ing the huge clusters of plaster
grapes that adorn each column
in startling shades of purple
and green,

This particular day’s sessmn
was to have started atlp.m.,
but when the courthouse clock

chimed the half hour and the .

judge still had not arrived,
reporters, attorneys and wit-
nesses milled restlessly about
outside the courtroom, smoking
and exchanging small talk.

. e

A WOMAN FROM Mason
working for the local newspaper
and freelaveing for Lansing
State Journal described her fu-
tile attempts to phowgruph Dr,

“Ms. Clark Keeps

Composure On Stand

By FRED DeLANO

MASON--Dr. Ronsld E,
Clark's defense lawyer putonly
four witnesses on the stand
compared to 13 for the pros-
ecution in his trial for man-
slaughter,

Defense~attorney Phillp

Rowston's case was highlighted
Wednesday by the sppearance
for the flrst time of the only
eye-wjtness of tho Nov. 3 fn-
cident--Mrs, Violet Clark, wite
of the Farmington Township
physician,
. Clark is accused of killinghis
part-time nurse and patlent,
Mrs, Grace Nell, of Livonia,
1ast Nov, 3. The Oakland County
prosecutor’s office wound up its
case Tuesday lu the two-week
trial,

Maiotainiog complete com-
posure even under heavy cross-
. Clark testi-

Clark during the earlier days
of the trial,

When he appeared In the hall,
carrying a briefcase, she fol~
lowed him and returned mine
utes later saying, ‘‘He didn't
say anything--not one word."

As we took our seats, the
defendant’s wife, dressed in a

\.

En,oy the 4th of July.

Cruise down to

o
Escape trom the busy highways. Escape for a happy
holiday cruising to Bob-Lo isiand. The perfect place
to enjoy a restful 4th of July—with all its picnic tables
and benches, playgrounds, new thrlil rides and fun
attractions. There's no traffic problem when you
cruise on the river, Boats at 10, 11, 2, 4 and 6
o'clock. Moonlights: Friday at 9, Saturday 8 & 10, -
Sunday 9. Adults $2.00. Children 90c. Moonlights
$2.00. Islanc Adm. 10c. Dance band on every cruise.

DOCK FOOT OF WOODWARD WO 2-9622

white

with green polka dots, talked
and laughed with two friends
seated at the far side of the
courtroom.

.

DURING HIS. WIFE'S tesli-
ljnnny, Dr. Clark wrote lntent-

In.Ns potebook, When s

was belng cross-examined,
can{erred with his attorney, At
‘one "polnt his lips parted In
what could be called 2 wide
grin,

Mrs, Clark fastened her
hooded eyes on the fury as she
described the events of the night

-in question. The second juror

rested his head agatnst the wall
and gazed fnto space for as
long as 15 minutes at a time,

. Model 474-7151

4 BEDROOMS—DEN—-FAMILY ROOM

One Year.Old in-

h COLONY PARK SUBDIVISION "In the Trees”

K 12Y2 Mile and Farininglog Roads

$57, 900

Carpeted wallpaper, 12.by 20 master bedroom with, walk-m, .
closet. Heavily treed, merion blue sod, patio. .

Open house Sunday, 1-5 or call for a sneak prevxew 4747151

Built and Sales by -

. ROBERTSON BROTHERS CO

4330 N. Woodward - Rcyal Oak

Oﬂlu 11 9-3500.

DR. CLARK (right), the defendant, tonferred with his attorney,
Philip Rowston, as Mrs, Clark testified in his defense.

Cville Band Is

Festival- Bound

Tourists at the Traverse Clky
Cherry Festival July 10-13 will

+see and hear the Clarencville

Hlgh School Marching Band
again,

Schoolcraft
Seeks More
Musicians

Schooleraft Collegels making

an Intensive search for quali-
fled young planists to take part
4n"an_expanded- summer music
-school and festival,

Plano  finstructor Donald
Morelock has wriften to dozens
of piano teachers asking them
to bring the Schoolcraft pro-
gram to the attention of their
high school and early college-
age students,

Four weeks of clnsses].u.mly

will be offered, concentrating
on chamber musle, orchestra,

and a special course in stjle
and musicianship,

Interested students should
call Donald Morelock 2t the -
college, 561-6400, by Monday.
Registration is July 1,
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music theory for performers,

The 80-plece band will be
" defending the grand champlone
ship it won last year.

To raise the$2,500 necessary
to pay the expenses of the
organization for the trip, and
stay,/Merchants were sollcited,
for funds, and a newspaper
collection drive was held.

Répp Has -
24-Karat Date

Frankie Rapp, veteran De-
troit comic, makes his fifth

fied that after the doctor had
finished treating Mrs, Netl, she
*looked n on the patient shortly
before 7 p.
.

“THE FIRST THING 1 no-
ticed ‘was that the solution bot-
tle was completely empty; usu-
ally it would have been half
full,” sald Mrs, Clark,a school
teacher In Dearborn the last
24 years,

“T took the needle out of her
arm, noticed blue spots on her
face and called, ‘Ront!

“The doctor came Im-
mediately, shook Grace to try-
to get her to wake up, théngave

her an injection intothe heart," -

(Earlter testimony from Mrs,
Neil's sister-in-law. quoted Dr,
Clark as having givenMrs, Neil
two shots of adrenalin,)

Mrs, Clark said her fam-
illarity with removing the need..
le and injectionbottle and tublng
stemmed from having per-
formed the same chore inrela-
tion to Mrs. Nell many times"
before,

Mrs, Nell had received nine
sodlum  pentothal treatments
from Dr, Clark in Qctober and
one each of the first three days
of November according to Mrs,
Clark's records,

o«

AFTER DISCOVERY of the
body, both she and her husband
attempted to revivé Mrs, Neil
through mouth-to-mouth resus-
«citation, Mrs, Clark testified.
Meanwhile, the physiclan also
notifled Mrs, Nell’s husband and
an -undertaker, and within an
hour the entire drama had
started to unfold,

The Clarks were married
Nov. 24, 1962, and Mrs, Clark
testified that Mrs, Neil hadbeen
one of the wedding guests,

Assistant  Prosecutor John
Bain, in cross-examining Mrs,
Clark, concentrated on an of-
fictal statement she had made
to police investigators Nov, 6,

Baln attémpted koeahbllshﬂm-’
crepancies between' that state-
ment and the testimony she gave
Wednesday,

Key issue Involved what she

' saw when she entered the pa-
tent's room,
e

BAIN QUOTED Mrs,
as having said on Nov. 6 that
when she looked into the room,
the solution bottie was halfull,
and that she told police, *She
locked gl right to me, She was
perfectly normal,’”

When asked by Batnifshe re-
membered being asked such 2
question and glving that answer
Nov, 6, Mrs, Clark answered
“Now

Her testimony revealed that
on the evening of Mrs, Neil's
death (a Friday), the Clarks
had planned to go to a friend's
cottage near Port Austin with
two other couples for the week-
end, Both of those cotiples came
to the Grand River clinic while
Dr, Clarkwas administering the
treatment to Mrs, Netl and had
left only minutes before her
death was dlscovered,

The Clarks also were all
packed and Teady to go, she
.sald,

0.

OTHER KEY defense wit-
* nesses were Dr, Paul Wilcox,
a Traverse City psychiatrist,
and Barbara Clapp, 34344 W,

Clark"

14 Mile Rd., Farmisgion,

. Dr, Wilcox sald he had ad-
ministored  sodium pentothal
“several thousand’ times and
never has needed an assistant
in the process, He sald some of
his patfents had recelved as
many as 200 pentothal treat-
ments over a {ive-year perlod,

Miss Clapp, an employee ofa
department store, sald she had
talked with Mrs, Nefl in the
company’s Farmington store a
week beforé the Iatter's death,

Miss Clapp testified that Mrs,
Nell spoke of the fact that her
son would be coming home from
Vietnam shorily and that, al-
though she wanted-to see him,
“she was going to do every-
thing in her powér 'so he
wouldn't see hel‘ "

.

‘THE SDN Thuon E, Nell,
Jr:, was O-e final witoess of
the trial, belng called by the
prosecution in rebuttal,

The youth, who fléw back from
Vietnam for his mother’s fun-
eral on emergency. -Army leave,
read aloud to the juty a ledgthy
letter writtenby the malhnronly
a few days before Mrs. Neil's
alleged conversation wlUl Miss
Clapp, :

The letter comaln no hint
that Mrs, Nell had “antici-
pation of not being alive’ when
the son returned,

-A JUROR pays close attention, - °

DONT MISS AMERICAN'S GREAT

BARREL BONANZA

WHILE THEY LAST

return at the 24

Karat Club when he takes over
the MC chores for two weeks
starting July 1,

Rapp’s fast tempo includes
songs, dances, musical novel-
tles and spontaneous comments
on a wide varfety of subfects.

DICK BENSEK

r. woa't bi_difficult to get
Snvorm (o set srd anloy the
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COMING SQON — -
*Old Fashioned

Match wits with the auctianoer
*and outfox your neighb
You'll have a. ball at, Amaerican.

ALL'ROADS lEAD HERE!

WATCH FOR THE DATE!
RAIN or SHINE

Under The Big
. Tentl

. CHARCOAL and GAS

' BARBECUE GRILLS

* 'CHARBROIL (Quality) .
Y 'WERBBER (Priced Right)
* KAMADO (Free Cllupsﬁ:lts)

Get Your Railr_oad, Ties ngel" .

AMERICAN
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