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144 Speqks

For Busing

By EMORY DANIELS

A group of women in O
serverland is spreading thel

. ’ communities nslﬂng about

zoning +laws,  building
restrictions and availability of
low-income hausing' a

message that integration is a transportation committee

pre-requisite for quality
education and bussing ap-
pears to be the only means to
accomplish this goal.

This group is League of
Women Voters members in
Farmington, Livonia and
Plymouth who have
established a speakers bureau
through the melrupoman

which surveyed suburban
school districts on the number
of buses they have, the

centrate on providing quality
education rather than fighting
bussing, she adds.

DIFFICULTIES she listed
in cross-district bussing in-
clude racism among teachers,
arlap!alion of eurneulum,
of studeiits in

an
distances of students' now
.being bussed and costs for
bussing.

“The - fourth committee,
alternate plans, died gulckly
when it was discovered there

ere  no ble alter-

Leagues in the greater Deu'
area.

THE SPEAKERS are ad-
(dressing civic  groups
throughout suburbia with the

_message that schools must be -

‘integrated and a warning for
parents to prepare themselves
emotionally to make cross -
district bussing ~ believed
inevitable by the League — as
painless as possible.

Three women from the West
Bloomfield - Farmington Area
League appeared recently
before the Rotary Club of
Farmington to speak on the
topiec: "]nlegration:
Possibilities and Problems.”
It was a balanced talk,

and

nates. It was discovered, for
instance, that providing new
low-income housing in the
suburbs would take quite a
while and meet great
resistance.

The Farmington League,
while not endorsing bussing
per se, has taken a stand
against any constitutional
amendment banning bussing.

Mrs. Richard Gould,
president, explains that “after
careful study, we are con-
vinced that bussing plans offer
the best - indeed, the only —
opportunity, for achieving
integration and progress
toward quality education for
all students.”

Mrs. Haase said the metro
is currently

of bussing, and

revealed the depth of research

. conducted by the metropolitan
committee.

“Bussing is not an
educational system but a
-means of transportation,”
commented Mrs. Sue Russell,
“and a technigue to counter
the effects of residential
housing patterns which work
against providing quality
education for all children.

“A bussing plan offers the
best approach to provide
quality education for all
students,” she continued,
stressing that the league has
not endorsed any particular

plan but has become con- D.C

vinced through research that
some type of bussing is needed
to integrate metropolitan
schools.

The challenge facing all, she
added, is how we can create
multi-racial schools dedicated
to quality education a reality.

MRS. DOROTHY HAASE
explained the metro com-
mittee created four school -
integrationstudy committees:
a legal committee to study
court precedents; a housing
and zoning committee which
mailed surveys to suburban

SUE RUSSELL

its research in-
formation and will release its
report in booklet form soon in
all Observer communities.

MRS. BILLIE HAWARD,
who recently moved to Far-
mington- from Kalamazoo
which has implemented a two-
way school bussing plan, says
ridinga bus is a fact of life for
40 per cent of the total school
population in the state.

Mrs. Haward presented the
arguments of the spokesmen
for and against bussing and
then summarized bussing
plans used in Boston; Hart-
ford, Conn.; Washington,
.C.; Charlotte - Meclenburg,
N.C., Rochester, N.Y.
Berkeley and Pasadena, Calif,

In Boston, she pointed out,
suburbanites act as host
families for inner-city
children being bussed to
provide lunch in their homes
or over-night housing in case
icy weather prevents buses
from moving. The black
families in Boston proper also
act as host famiies, and the
hosts join occasionally for
Joint soctal activities.

“Project Concern” in
Hartford resulted in only two
to four black children per
white suburban classroom
with bus rides being 40-
minutes at the maximum one-
way.

The- Washington voluntary
bussing was terminated at the
start of 1971, she explained,
because blacks objected that
the bussing was one-way and
because the cost was high.

Blacks discovered that
those children bussed did
achieve more, but the
majority of inner city black
children were left trapped in
the black-enly schools and
were low achievers.

In Charlotte, where 60 per

,cent of the students are

bussed, problems have been
encountered because the
electrorate has failed to insist
that the school board con-

private schools, financial
problems, parental attitudes
and changes in school board
membership.

Positive aspects of cross-
district bussing that she cited
include higher achievemnent
for black students while

‘middle-class white: students

continued to achicve at the
same level, increased
parental participation in the
schools, expanded
curriculum, innovative
methods such as team
teaching and loose groupings,
improved school buildings and
en increased awareness that
education opportunities are
‘unequal between schools.
Mrs. Russell argued against
compensatory educatlon plans
by saying mere money and
manpower additions are not
enough. She mentioned
property tax reform and in-
tegrated housing as alter-
natives but stressed that
education will fail in 2 racially

_isolated framework.

Tax reform is not the total
answer, $ays Mrs. Russell,
because money cannot
provide the stimulation and
expectations for success
which all children need.

She cited the Coleman
Report, which stated that
achievement scores improve
in racially mixed classrooms
and learning is hampered
when blacks or low-income
whites make up maore than 60
per cent of the children in a
classroom.

“It is not legally acceptable
to simply provide more money
for ghetto schools in lieu of
integration,” she stressed.

: “Integrated housing takes a

total community effort but,
instead, whites generally flee
cities when blacks move in."

SHE ADVOCATED scat-
tered, low-income throughout
the subiurbs and added that
most siburbs have little or no
subsidized, low-income
housing.

Continued on Page 3C
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"HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU.”
flower Townhouse of Plymouth sang to Mrs. Rachel Ritchie.
who completed her first century last week. She's getting

Ki d ‘
By MARGARETMILLER
Women's Editor

All the kids in the
Mayflower Townhouse in
Plymouth turned out to wish
Mrs. Rachel Ritchie a happy
100th birthday last week.

She also celebrated with
U.S. Rep. William Broomfield,
(R-Royal Oak), who turned 50
on the same day, April 28.

And had a personal let!
from President and
Richard Nixon.

IT WAS ALL pretty exciting
and completely enjoyable for
Mrs. Ritchie, who spent most
of her life in the Sault Ste.
Marie area and moved to
Plymouth with her daughter,
Mrs. Dora Busse, in 1967.

“I'd been wondering If I'd
make it,” she confided as the
neighborhood children
gathered for a day - before -
100th - birthday party last
Thursday.

On the big day, she was a
special guest at Rep.,
Broamfield’s 50th bir!hday
brunch in Raleigh’ House,
Southfield.

““We got up at 5:30 in the
morning to get ready,” Mrs.
Busse said.

THE CONGRESSMAN
brought Mrs. Ritchie a per:
sonal letter from President

ixon.
“We know this will be a day

“health, gets around readily

the children of the May- acquainted with Stanley Simmons, at four months her young-

est neighbor. (Observer photo by Bob Woodring)

Nixon, Broomfield Help Too

Help Mark 100 Years

idea for celebrating Mrs.

She enjoyed talking to the
visitors and cutting her cake Ritchie's 100th birthday.
and especially watching the  “We thought we should tell
children. She had her first our teachers so the schools
peak at four - month - old could make it a holiday,” he
Stanley Simmons as his explained.
mother carried him over.

“I don’t know very many of ~ MRS. KRAMER presented
the children well,”” Mrs. a card and several crisp bills
Ritchie'said. “But I will now, from the neighbors that Mrs.
won't 17" Ritchie was to use to “buy
Ken Ives presented a paper 'buy something special.”
flower that he and Tom  Asilver dollar fell out of the
Robinette, absent from the envelope, too. Mrs. Ritchie
gathering because of a paper was delighted.
route, had made. “I'n always keep it,” she
Ken also mentioned that he said. Maybe for the next 100
and Tom had a pretty super years.

THE TOWNHOUSE
PARTY, arranged by Mrs.
Marilyn Kramer, was com-
plete with lots of balloon -
popping youngsters, a bir-
thday vake donated by San-
ders and best wishes from all
the neighbors.

filted with congratulations
from your family and
friends,” the letter read, “and
we want to add our warm
wishes that peace, joy and
contentment will always be
yours."

Mrs. Ritchie was born in
Sanilac County in 1872. Her
husband, a dentist, died 40
years ago. They had two

ldren, Mrs. Busse and a son

It was 2 complete surprise
for the guest of honor.
“I've had so man;
prises,” she smiled
. upstairs fixing ‘my nails and
Dora told me I'd better put on
anice dress and some lipstick.
And when I came down here
there were all these people.

with the use of a cane and is
“sharp as a tack.”

[m. m.memos]

“Put it on the sewing machine” is my favorite
cop-out for any complaint that some item of
clothing doesn't fit or needs mending attention.

Not always easy to carry out, since that poor

piece of furniture usually is overburdened w1th

sewing projects in various stzges of

LY
(" “MAVERICK"

by Masland
100% Hercuh:n" Olefin Kitchen

“WILD WEST” A

by Aldon
100% Dacron® Palyester -- 21

So an inventory turns up a very strange
assortment of the old and the new. Like:

One small jumper (a hand-me-down, but the
straps must be shortened for the next wearer.)

One belt with frayed ends (a favorite, and it
will be worn some more in its present condmon ifIl

don’t fix it quick,

One robe for gne (half-finished).
One pant-suit for a high schooler (I finally

caught her long enough

to check ‘the fit at the

waist; now if I can get that part stitched, maybe

we can synchronize our
rest.)

schedules to adJust the

One pair of pants to be taken in, one to be
restitched because the seams burst out, one with
the legs too short to be cut off and transformed

fringed.

into hot pants and one to be just cut off and worn

One length of wild m§tena1 purchased last

(I've been pr

for months to turn

it into a jumpsuit).
Only recently departed from the machine

Reautiful Color Combinations. g:::l::!a-(;m‘\: Beautiful Color
an 8.95 Value 8,50 Value
$495
4% .. | | 35%...
-/ -
ion — - -
“ADVENTURE" 1 COLLEEN W
by Masland -by Aldon

100% Dacron® Polyester Carved

100% Nylon Shag -- 17 Beauti-
o g 7 Beaut - 10 Beautiful Solid Colors &

{ul Color Combinations.

a 9.50 value Twee": 9.50 Value
S5 5595,
L avd ) | sq. yd.
O\ ZN @) S |
CUSTOM
PICTURE FRAMING =)
& Oil Restoration e/

Vdd%p%ﬁbbW@b\
(_cln

Call us for
estimates.

GA 7-1400

reposntory are some squares of fabric from past
sewing projects turned into patchwork culotte and

school musical.

Someday we may find the old machine under

all these items. By then, of course, we’ll have
piled on some more.

R a couple of blouses one of the girls made for the

*
sr. clal -

28040 JOY ROAD @ Between Inkster & Middlebelt
GA 7-1400 or 937-1144
Open Daily - 9-9 Tues. & Sat. 9-6

DOROTHY HAASE

BILLIE HAWARD

—~Margaret Mitler
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