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The Story Behind Story Of Plane Crash

An airplane crashing
through the roof of a super-
market in Farmington is
something which has never
happened and may never
occur again.

'The near-disaster was one of

the best-read news stories in of

many months, evidenced by
how fast Farmington En-
terprise & Observer
newsstands emptied the
manmg after the crash oc-

The morning daily had
‘managed to get a picture and
incomplete story on the
tragedy in some of its
suburban editions. But the

Enterprise & Observer hit the d

streets with as complete a
story as was known at that
time and managed a front-
page spread on what might

xove to be the news story of
the year locally.

THE REPORT of the crash
was read Wednesday. Our
readers, however, might be
interested in hearing the story
behind the story — an account

stories. Newswaorthy incidents
that occur Monday night are
written Tuesday morning and,
normally, by 11 a.m. all news
stories are completed and sent
to the copy desk to be read
before being sent to the
ing department to be

¥
and the drama of racing
towards a deadline with a
“hold the presses” demand
that appears more often in
movies than in real jour-

-nalistic life.

‘This, then, is the story not of
the crash but an account of
how the tragedy was reported,
some ironies bebind the
seenes, and the kind of

set in type.

Occasionally, the front page
is held open until 10 p.m. to
publish important news that
might occur on a Tuesday
night that we know about in
advance.

AIRPLANE crashes are
unprediclable, to say the

Inlhlsuise Mrs, Jean Beck
who works in

that

we in the business tend to take

for granted.

Five p.m. Monday is the
deadline for - routine news
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our accounting department
was near Farmer Jack's when
the plane crashed. Jean is not
only a sharp gal with a head
for figures but has enoughof a
news nose to get on the phone
fast.

At 7:20 p.m. Tuesday when
the crash occurred, the
newsroom was almost empty
with only one person
remaining to help put the
paper to bed.

‘WhenJean called in with the
first report of the crash, the
front page of the Farmington
Enterprise & Observer was
already planned and soon
would have been completed
and on its way to our super

presses.

Tronically, the Farmington
editor was in Annapolis
Hospital in Wayne, at the time
visiting his wife and newborn
son Lyle who had arrived the
Sunday before, June 4.

Mrs, Elly Graham, editorial
aide and jack-of-all-trades,
got hold of me at the hospital
and explained over the phone
that aplane had crashed in the
city and ambulances were at
the scene. My first in-
struction was to hold the
front page and wait for me to
get home for a return call,

THE NEXT call was to
Ralph Evert, our
living in Far-
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mington Township, who
listened for about five seconds
and was out the door with
camera and strobe.

Assured that Ralph was on
his way, T went down the hall
tothe nursery to get a last lod:
at son Lyle before
home. Arriving at the nursery,

firm)
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a teenage Christian
Youth Group which has grown to membsrsmp of over 150
since September.
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Imet the former publisherof
small weekly in Wayne who
was my first boss after
graduating from CMU seven
years ago.

He is in the public relations
business now but when told of
the news his nose stretched
longer than his head had
swelled from pride over his
new granddaughter.

‘While I was kissing my wife
goodbye and heading for
home, Mrs. Sandra Arm-
bruster was on the phone
calling in a report to Elly on
bits of information she had
learned.

Sandy was driving to the
school board meeting Tuesday
night and got caught in the
traffic snarl on Farmington
Rd. Before proceeding to the
school board, she talked to a
few eye-witnesses gathered as
much information as she
could, and phoned the central
news desk.

SHORTLY after Sandy left
for the school board, Margaret
Miller had left her house a few
blocks away to show up at the
scene. Margaret, Observer
Newspapers’ Women's Editor,
lives in Farmington and was
entertaining her folks when
the plane crashed,

Margaret had once worked
for the Associated Press news
wire and has experience
gathering bits and pieces of
information from all sources
when a story is immediately
unavailable. She quickly
switched hats from women's
ediur to hard news reporter

and began talking with wit-
rmes, police, and bystan-
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By EMORY DANIELS

By this time the edltor
arrived at home. Daughter
Bridgette was staying at

's and dog Tobby was
quickly shulfled out into the

backyard, ,an instant “mews.

bureau” was set up in my
Kkitchen with typewriter, copy
paper, pen, telephone’ book,
note-paper and black coffee
filling the kitchen tabletop.

At the hospital, I made the
decision to stay away from the
scene and. gel in touch with
police and hospitals as quickly
as possible after the situation
was under control.

With my kitchen post
established, another phone
call was made to the Everts
with Fran Evert taking in-
structions over the phone. She
was told page one was being
held, what kind of pictures we
hoped to have, and to have
Ralph get the prints to the
news desk as soon as possible,

‘The next call was answered
by Elly at the news desk who,
by thistime, had been in touch
with Sandy Armbruster and
passed on to me that report. A
decision was made at this
point to remove one stocy off
page one and move it lo an
inside page (a move resulting
in “killing™* an article on the
new JC Auxiliary officers ~
sorry gals.)

Another story, a report
the city council discussion on
cluster housing, was yanked
olf the page entirely and set
aside to appear in today's
paper. A picture was killed
(meaning eliminated from
being published) and the
decislon was made against
printing a story on Tuesday
night's school board decision
to keep Bond Elementary
School open — amnother story
appearing today.

What had been the lead
story, the appointment of Bob

dman as permanent city
manager, was moved to the
bottom of the page and the top
tworthirds of the page kept
open for whatever was fo
come in the next two hours. At

this paint, it was unknown
whether we could get the story
but the commitment was
made and this ng
never has cmmé hales.
call was to
Ma.rgaxet Miller who passed
m the information she had
picked up at the store.

At this polnt, the skeleton of
the story was fiting together,
Information from both Sandy
and Margaret matched and a
pattern .was emergiog.. At, 9
pam., [ ¥sked o phone call to
city police with the hope the
emergency was under control
enough so my questions
wouldn't interfere with their
work. It was too early so I
quickly bung up to give police
the freedom they needed to

operate.

A phone call was then
placed to Botsford Hospital
emergency and a report
received on the number of
persons admitted. Names, of
course, were unavailable at
this point and no further
«questions were asked because
the emergency room also was
operating under pressure.
Next a call was made to St.
Mary Hospital in Livonia to
check on the number of per-
sons taken to their emergency
facility,

Pleces of information
collected on the kitchen table
seemed to point to the fact that
the airplane had left Mettetal
Airport and Plymouth and
flown over Novi before
heading towards Farmington.
Mettetal was called in an
attempt to get a passenger list

oa and flight plan but the rings

received no answer.

It wasnow 9:30 p.m. and my
goal was to write the story and
call it in by 10 p.m. Enough
information was gathered to
sit down at the typewriter but
there were still missing facts
t.eded to make the story

* more complete.

A CALL was made to the
township police for informa-
tion they were able to release
and then a second call was
made to city police. For-
tunately, Lt. Daniel Byrnes
had returned to police
headquarters and was kind
enough to report what he knew
and fill in the gaps in my
reports — namely, the names
of the injured persons.

rewarding for many area
students who take advantage
of the Farmington School
District’s summer program
starting in June. It is open to
residents and non-residents
alike.

Registration  for the
programs, including
academic and physical and
musical courses, will be held 8
a.m. - noon and 1- 5 p.m. from
June21-23.

Harrison High School 20995
12 Mile Road, will be the
Tocation for registration in the
secondary summer program.

SECONDARY classes are
scheduled to meet from June
27 - Aug. 8 in Harrison.

‘Tuition will cost $30 per each
two-hour class. Academic
classes offered will include
such regular subjects as
math, English, physical and
social sciences,

‘Three levels of instruction
will be offered to band
students: intermediate band
for junior high students with
some experience, music
theory for those wishing an
introduction to the basic
components of music; and,
concert band for junior and
senior high performers.

Registration for wrestling
will take place on the first day
of class at 10 a.m., for junior
high students. Basketball
instruction will be offered on
three levels: 9 am.
elementary, 10 a.m. junior
high and 11 a.m. senior high.

THE ELEMENTARY
summer program is designed
to give students opportunities
for growth in academic, motor

and musical skills,
Registration for  these
programs will take place in
Kenbrook Elementary School,
32180 Bonnethill.

Operating under Ken-
brook’s leamlng center

concept, students in grades

two through six will have the |

chance to improve such skills
ing, writing,
mm.h sdﬂu:e and languages.

Beglnnlng tumbling and
trampoline will be offered In
Kenbrook as will wrestling for
filth and sixth graders,
basketball for fourth through
sixth graders.

Classes in beginning, in-
termediate and advanced
tumbling, trampoline, senior
skills and boys apparatus will
also be offered at North
Farmington High School.

Instrumental music will be
offered at two locations in the
district: 8:30 - 10 am, Ten
Mile Elementary School and
10:30 - noon in Kenbrook.

At this point, the news desk
was called and the executive
editor had arrived to lend a
hapd. We decided to run
bulletins in Livonia, Plymouth
and Southfield and go with
what we had on Farmington
page one.

By 10:15 p.m. the news story
and bulletins were written at
my kitchen news bureau and
were called In to the news
desk. R. T. Thompson,
exeentiye-editor known by, his
1etiow-workers & *“Tonimy,;
plated ‘the ‘phone réceiver
tightly to his- éar and"began
typing as I read.

‘The news story was given to
Elly to copy read while
Tommy took the shorter news
bulletin version for the other
communities. At this point,
four front’ pages were being
held up.

By 11 p.m., the “kitchen
ews b\n‘eau" closed down
and all the action was oc-
curring at the news desk. The
story and bulletin, after being
copy read, was sent to our
production department which
did an amazing job in
speeding the story into type
and onto the news pages.

MEANWHILE, RalphEvert
is back in his darkroom
making prints and Sandy is at
the school board covering the
meeting.” Margaret is home
making a second attempt to
entertain her parents. Tommy
is writing the headline
redesigrning the front page as
discussed over the phone with
the Farmington editor.

‘The pictures arrived and the
story and headlines appeared
and the Farmington froot
page was on its way to the
pressroom. Bulletins were
inserted in the other three
papers and they began their
pressward fourney.

The next morning, the
Farmington Enterprise &
Observer was on the
rnewsstands with a full account
of the first air crash in the
community’s history.

At was possible only because
of a great deal of .teantwork
which Is used daily for routine
matters but works best when
the rush towards deadline is
on with a big story. No one had
to give orders - a team of
newsmen  and professional
production crew reacted with
builtin, antl-panic abilities
that ended successfully.

An unfortunate incident to
the long night was that Sandra
Armbruster, returning from
the school board meeting, had
her car struck by another and
ended up hitching a ride to cur
offices with the Everts when
the pictures were delivered.
Sdndy spent the next two days
in bed but escaped injury.

As editor, I am extremely
proud of the team that made
those special efforts Tuesday
night and my thanks go to
Sandy Armbruster, Margaret
Miller, Ralph and Fran Evert,
Elly Graham, and my im-"~
mediate boss -- Tommy.
‘Thanks, gang, for beating the
deadline in true Lombardi
fashion.
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Yisit a House of God

Judson Baptist Church
28301 Middlebelt Rd., Farmington
{Between 12 and 13 Mite Roads)
Rev. Fred G. Ferris, Pastor

Momng Warsno 11001 Yourh Meetmg, 5 45 pm
Bude School Sunday Sevic®s £ oning Gespel Hour 7pm

Mid Wtzk N e Study and Prayer Wednesday 7 30 pm
sching he bou of the Crapal for Bhe bear of maa.

The Rev. Frank D. Genule, Minister
Northwest Unitarian
Universalist Church

The Future of Raligion™
Guest Speaker, Rabbr Sherwin Wine
Sunday Service and Churet, School 10 am
Northwastern Hwy. at Maplaridge 354-4488

J

Holy Resurrection
Orthodox Church
26275 Northwestern Hwy.
(107% Ml and Lansent Southteld

ALL SERVICES IN ENGLISH
Pastor. Arehpnest Nicholas Fedetr

-

845 am Drne Liurgy
8452m Church School

f SALEM
UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST

Oxkland m1 G4. River

For Further Information Calf 557-2588

Farmingion
900AM
915aM

10154

SUNDAY SCHOOL

ADULY BIBLE STUDY (Nursan)

WORSHIP SERVICE INursery)
Parsonage GR 6-0487

Church Office GR 4-6880
Cart H. Schultz, Minister

CLARENCEVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20300 Middiabelt R,
Livonie, Michigen

9:00 a.m.
10:15 am.
1:16am.*

Worship Service
Churgh School
Worship Service

6:30 pm. Youth Groups

7:30 p.m. _ The Evening Service
Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Prayer Service

ELSIE A. JOHNS, Minister
\ GR 4-3563 GR 4-6902

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You

CHURCH OF THE REI)EF.MER\
Southfield Road between 8 and 9 Mile
The Rev. John Osgood Hart, Rector

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
10:30 ».m. Morning Prayer and Sermon

hurch Schoo! and Nursery

Chu .
Holy Communion 10:30 a.m. on First Sunday, )

mith
GOD
In 1972

Relevant, Warm,
Innovative.
Contemporary In A

[Traditional Way !

St. Stephen

Presbyterian
Maple at Drake Rd

Worship 10 a.m.
& 626-2400
~FiRst oNieD
METHODIST CHURCH

OF FARMINGTON
Grand River at Warner

Worship Service, Church
School and Nursery
9:30and 11 am.
Ministers
Rev. Hugh C. White
Rev. Howard F. Snell
Parsonage GR 4.7568
Office GR 4-6573

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

26165 Farmington Rd.
Farmington, Michigan
T Mie)
Summer Schedule
9:30 Worship Service
930 Church Schoot

eoige W. Ramsey. Minsster

Homer E. Nye. Assistant Minvster

74-6170
7/~ YOURS ISRAEL
OF SOUTHFIELD

Sabbath Services and
Stevenson School

Call Ann Ryder
for information
261-8600 ext. 280

of our

SAVIOUR
ANOBLERELT SOUTH OF MAPLE
esbarensn

arvice
930am
Ralph Sarthe, Paviee

Evangelical
Covenant Church

00pm_Evening Service

/~__FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

21200 SOUTHFIELD ROAD AT EIGHT MILE ROAD
OUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN
SUNDAY: 11 a.m. Moming Worship
6 p.m. Baptist Youth Fellowship
7:30 p.m. DASIS HOUR

WEDNESDA!
R. Mermn Jensen -

6 pm Vesper Fellowshp

of Southfield
22356 W. 11 Mile Road
353-2648
Sunday
10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Morning Worship
6 p.m. Eve. Worship
Wednesday
7:30 p.m. Bible Study
G. E. Montgomery.
Minister

[UNTED METHEDIST

29887 W11 Mile Road
Fafmington ~ 476.8860
Wilam Mercer. Semor Mioater

s of Music
Ina Slater St and George T Sul
Worship Sennce
0:00 2.m.

Emmanuel
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lahser Rd. nr. 9 Mi.
Church School 9:30
Service of Warship 10:45
Rev. Donald W. Mushlnickel Pastor
WORSHIP WITH US

EL 7-1848




