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Termite Troubles:

Could Be Con Job

EASTLANSING

Termites can cuase terrific
damage. And because people
know so little about them,

State University entomologist,
tried to set the record straight
by answering these questions:

‘Question: How much should
a termite inspection for a
ly;i(_:’u! one - family residence
cost?

Answer: When a charge is
made for the inspection, it will

range between $10 and $25,
depending on the distance
traveled from the office by the
pest control operator and
whether or not the building
has a crawl space.
Question: How can a
customer tell whether the
inspector is doing a superficial
job? In other words, are there
some minimum steps that
must be taken to do an
adequate job?
Answer: To properly con-
duct a termite inspection, the
- inspector will utilize a bright
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flashlight,
screwdriver)

ice plck (or
and other

necessary sharp tools to:

plerceand observe the various
wooden structures of the
buillding. He will enter all
crawl spaces (wherever
physically possible) to make
observations for termite
signs. In addition, he will
check door frames, stair
casings, floor studs, wall joists
and similar wooden structure
by sounding. The time
required for an inspection is
variable but usually requires
1 to two hours.

Question: What is the
Michigan Pest  Control
Operators Association doing
to combat the practices of
some inspectors who- give a
favorable report on termite -
infested property in return for
a special fee or bribe?

Answer: Training sessions
are continuously being con-
ducted in an effort to up -
grade our standards. An
example is the wood
damaging insect session
conducted at our recent winter
conference. In addition, we
are in favor of the recent
legislation which requires that
legitimate  pest control
operators be licensed. In
addition, we are pleased to see
that the license number of the
inspector must now appear on
all FHA and HUD termite
inspection forms. In addition,
many of our members are also
members of the National Pest
Control Operators
Association. The national
association is also con-
tinuously working to get rid of
those few individuals which
conduct dishonest practices
which resultin a “black eye”

Answer: This depends
entirely on the client. The
client has every right to ask to
be shown, and in most cases,
will voluntarily be shown the
live termites involved in the
active infestation. During the
summer months, if live ter-
mites in the infestation cannot
be shown to the client, then,
obviously, the client should
not be convinced that they are
there. However, in the winter
rmonths the live termites may
not be apparent because of
dormancy in the soil.

Question: Can you pretty
well certify that an area is
termite - free? Are there some
parts of Michigan where you
don't even have to inspect a
house, you just know it has no
termites?

Answer: The answer to both
parts of this question is "'no.”
Termites are found “wild in
nature.” Hence, they are
found anywhere the con-
ditions, such as food (wood),
moisture, temperature, and
other factors, are favorable
for them. Of course, some
areas are more favorable than

Oakland Drain Battle:

FARMINGTON ago when it was decided Barry
Delos Hamlin, “Mr. would be able to seek re-
Oakland County,” has decided election.
against retiring from county

Hamlin added that the draln
commlssion presently has
complete autonomy snd
doesn’t even bmit an
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restructuring Oakland County
government into a better

he was Legislature passed a law

out of office when
which allows the drain

indicted by a grand jury for

misuse of public funds. commissioner to transfer his structure, It can be done if the

administrative functions to drain commissioner is willing

HAMLIN WILL be in a another county department, to give up his power, and am
three-way contest for the but the commissioner has not seeking power.”

Republican nomination never done this.”
against Barry, who has been
denounced by party leaders,
and former State Sen. George
Kuhn of West Bloomfield. T B h
The announcement came as | e €.
a surprise, Hamlin, €7, a City s, Dushes
of Farmington resident, an~  Botsford School Student
nounced last January he Councilrecently donated trees
would not seek re-election to "and bushes to decorate the
the Oakland County Board of school grounds. It is
Commissioners on which he customary for the student
had served for 30 years. He council each year to present
had missed a number of the school a gift.
recent county board meetings
and had been spending an
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Question: When do termites
swarm, and how can a layman
identify swarming insects as
termites?

Answer: Termites usually
swarm during the day in the
spring, but occasionally they
also swarm in late summer or
fall or sporadically at any
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likely confused with termites) of the DPW."”
and termites. (1) In winged

ants, the front pair of wings
are distinctively longer than
the hind pair; in termites, both
pairs of wings are the same
length. (2) Ants have a very
narrow “waistline” between
the abdomen and the thorax;
termites have a broad
‘“waistline” between the
abdomen and the thorax. (3)
Ants have distinctively
‘‘elbowed’’ antennae
(feelers); termite antennae
are not elbowed, but rather
consist of many small
segments beginning at the
head. While there are many
other differences between
ants and termites, those
mentioned are easily seen by
the Jayman with the aid of &

- small hand lense.

On Monday, Oakland
County Republican Chatrman
Sheldon Smith sald the party
would not support Barry's
attempt at re-election. “We
cannot, In good faith, ask the
voters of Oakland County to
return Danfel Barry to the
office of drain com-
missoner,” Smith sald.

Hamlin’s governmental
career spans 42 years. He
served nine years as a city
councilman, 10 as mayor and
30 on the county board, in-
cluding a record 13 years as
chairman.

HAMLIN SAID friends
began pressuring him to seek
the drain commissioner's
office beginning a few weeks
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WEEDY

Rid your lawn of unsightly weeds with just two applica-
tions per year. Complete weed control with liquid farti-
lizer in June and Septembar.

ONLY $11.00 per spray, for aver-
a?e lot 60x120, up to 5,000 sq. ft.
o

20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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THANK YOU
Bob & Doug Olds
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21 Inch Guardian™,
with Key-Lectric®
start and front
Pow-R-Drive™.

The ultimate mower, with all the
featuras that have made Tora &
lesder for years. Starts with a
key, and pulls itself through the
job. Safety features that make it
almost peopls proof. A
convenience packaga that takes
care of the details. You can’t buy
a berter mower, anywhere, 8t any

rice.
~Excluve trade name of The Torn Company

Liont's Mower

Saxtons Garden Center

Town & Country

V&S Hardware & Fireplace
27740 Ford Road near Inkster
422-2750

1 Mila N. of Michigan 43
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28879 Graenfield B 687 W. Ann Arbor Trail
near 12 Mile Road 2 near Main Strest
5657-3850 . GL 3-6260
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Northside Hardware
2912 Wayne Road
% Mils N. of Michigan

_PAI7204
DETROIT AREA

WESTLAND AREA
Wayne Lawn & Garden Center F. D. & Sons
2103 Wayne Road i T.V. Hardware & Fence Co.

24313 Grand River nesr Telegraph i
KE 2-6181 A

- REDFORD AREA
Bill's Mower Shop

25846 W. Seven Mile
at Beach Daly
KE 1-7887

26118 Plymouth Road

Larry's T.V. Hardware \}
26880 Five Mile Road
noar Besch Daly
KE 2-1340

Georges Air Cooled Engine Service

near Beach Daly
@' LIVONIA AREA

538-3290
H & R Hardware
27430 Joy Road near tnkster
GA 1-5161 B
Livonia V&S Hardware &Home Center§
33633 W. Five Mile Road
near Farmington Road
4271156
Losffler Pro Hardware

29160 W. Five Mile Road

near Middlebalt

GA 2-2210

RN TCARY:

.

FARMINGTON AREA
Lioyd’s Patio Furniture

& V & S Hardware
{ 24225 Orchard Lake at 10 Mils Road
477-3676

May's Mower. & Engine Service
29480 W. Ten Mile Road
near Orchard Lake
474-3462
Ridings Lawnmower Service
20781 Farmington Road

N. of 8 Mile Road
GR 4-6743




