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2-Year Schools Get 2nd Class Tr

By KATHY MORAN

Although 50 per cent of first-
year college students are
choosing community colleges
aver the four-year institutions,
the community colleges are
still saddled with inequitable
methods of financing.

‘This observation was made
by Dr. S. James Manilla who
heads the Orchard Ridge
campus in Farmington of
Qakland Community College.

As provost of the campus,
Dr. Manilla was involved in
lenghty budget sessions last
spring where he and the ad-
ministrators  from  the
college's four campuses had to
cut, cut and continue to cut the
college budget to stay within
the projected $146 million
revenue

And one of the biggest
headaches they bad to face
was the method by which the
college gets its appropriations
from the state

Until the State Legislature
decided on the formula for
appropriating funds to each

“'There has been no "

attempt  to

trimmed this year when the
Legislature trimmed the
college's projected enrollment
from 9,400 full time equated
students t09.000. The trim was
made because of the need to
cut the bill to get it passed and

as58SS 1 cost OCC $200,000

whether it costs more to

educate & student at the
graduate level than at
the freshman or sopho-

more level.”

Dr. Manilla said the college
was assured that it would get
the additiona! money if it
reaches the projected number
of students But with the trend

- S. James Manilla of cutbacks in appropriations

college. Oakland and other
colleges were left in limbo as
to how much to depend on
from the state.

When the Legislature finally
decided. it made some ar-
bitrary moves and contrnued
Wwith past inequities

Dr. Manilla cited several
nequities  between  the
treatment given uUnmversities
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With the new Blcoat ap
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troplating process will be
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beforr

and that given commumity
colleges

Community colleges have to
submit  their  projected
enrollments to the State
lagislature  which o turn
appropriates funds bosed on
projections® of fuli time
equated students

But four-year insttutions
submit hine item budgets
ahich project needs within the
budget They receive funds
based on these projections

“We are forced to project
student enrollments and we
are funded accordingly.” Dr
Manilla said “But we are
reduced propurtionately for
any decline in enrolbment.”

However once  the
Lagislature sets a hgure for
appropriations o each
uriversiy, the figure remains
solid and the institution
doesn't Jose money if it doesn’t
meet its projections. he said
OCC had its appropriations
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1n recent years, the college is
uncertain if it will get the
promised funds, despite the
fact that 1t will still have to

accommodate those students

proportionately more money

per student than community
colleges

This year communily
colleges average $1,70¢ for
each new student but
universitics average $11,500

One four-year college will
get $2.400 for each new
vocational-technical ~ student
while a local college will get
$800 per student for the same
program

“There has been no attempt
to assess whether it costs
more (o educale a student at
the graduate level than at the
freshman or sophomore
level.”” Dr. Manilla said. “*The
four-year institutions gel
excessively more funding
from the state than colleges.”

And then there's the matter
of scholarships

“The state provides funds
for schelarship awards at
four-year institutions. but the
same consideration is not
given to community colleges.”
he said

Though the universities will
get $13 million for scholar-
ships this year. community
col]egcs\vton‘l get a dime.

“The basic philosophical
reason  for  communily
colleges s they exist to
provide low cost education for
needy students. But State
Legislature does not see fit to
appropriate money for needy
students. Any money we
provide for scholarships

comes out of local taxes.” he
added.
The fact that more students

eatment

At that point, Dr. Manila
hopes the state will take into
consideration the lengthy

n

are entering ty
colleges for their first two
years of college is an in-
dication that the colleges
provide comprehensive two-
year  programs  at
reasonable cost.

Ideally, the state showd
create an agency to iron out
inequities in the methods of
financing and assure that all
students are treated equally,
Dr. Manilla says.

With the fantastic growth of
two-year colleges and the
nereasing amount of money it
takes to fund them. the state is
reaching a peint at which it
will have to reckon with them

®

T
by a special cemmittee of
legislators in 1969. The
committee investigated
college systems 1n states like
Califerma, New York and
Itinois which have advanced
community college systems

Implementation of the
report would have the effect of
coordinating the colleges on
the state level, ironing out
some of the inequities and
putting college on somewhat
the same level as univer-

siues. Ultimately such a
system would avoid
duplication of expensive
programs
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