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ATTITUDES SURVEY

Conducted by the League Of Women
Voters in the Livonia Public Schools
What single thing do you like most?

Livonia school district residents
apparently like the teachers and
educational product of the
schools, are worried about taxes,
"think the district is spending about
the right amount of money in most
areas, except Special Education,
where it is spending too flittle,
belidve the schools are run about
the way the people want them
run, support the building of a voca-
tional-technical school, and over-
whelmingly believe local property
taxes should be replaced with a
state income tax.

Those are the principal conclu-
sions to be drawn from the results
~of the first Livonia Public Schools
Community Attitudes Survey
conducted by the League of
Women Voters from February 22
through 28.

The League interviewers talked
by telephone to 454 Livonia
School District residents whose
names were selected at random
(every 60th name on a list of the
distriat’s registered voters was
drawn). With such a sample, the
results of the survey, according to

“statistical tables, should be an
accurate reflection of community
thinking within a range of plus or

40% - 70%
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minus 5% on any given question,

Those interviewed were first
asked “Whatsingle thing do you
like most about the Livonia Public
Schools?”’ The answers most given
waere: good curriculum {13%), good
teachers (12%), programs and
persannel meeting needs of indi-
vidual student {7%). goad basic
education (6%), and the conveni-
ence of having schools nearby (6%}
Only 2% said they didn't like
anything about the school system.
Twenty-three per cent said they
didn't know what they liked best.
Other areas cited by betwseen 2
and 5% of those interviewed
included “like schools in general,”
"good buildings” and “high educa-
tional standards.”

Asked "What single thing do
you like least about the Livonia
school system?’* 11% of those
responding said high taxes. The
sacond highest ranking answer
given by 10% of those responding-
was ‘‘nothing wrong' with the
schools. Lack of discipline was
cited by 8%. Frills and waste were
named by 6%. Other areas cited by
at least ten respondents {between
2 and 5%) were “teachers,” “half
days,” "“modular scheduling” and

“poor
parents.”
Asked whether they believe
the school district is spending too
much, about right, or too little in
eight different areas, the over-
whelming response was that the
district is spending about right in
most areas. The only area where
most of those answering didn’t say
spending is about right is in special
education programs for slow learn-
ars and the handicapped. There,
39% think the district is spending
too little, while 36% think spending
is about right and only 2% think too

communication  with

much is being spent. Twenty-two
per cent had no opinion.

The district’s spending budget
for teachers received the highest
approval with 70% saying spending
in that area is about right.

Areas where at least 20% of
those interviewed think too much
is being spent include new build-
ings {36% - too much, 50% - about
right, 3% - too little),administrator’s

-salaries {28% - too much, 37% -
about right, 3% - too little) and
experimental programs {20% - too
much, 26% - about right, 12% - too

i X
little) Continued on Page 9

Good curricul 13%
Good teachers ..... rerrenenerieins 1250

LIKE MOST ABOUT THE SCHOOLS

Table |
Good buildings ..y 4%
High standards 3%

Programs and Per eeting Nothing any good ... e 2%

individual student necds . 7% Assorted other 73 L 17%
Prograssive programs..... No opinion 104 ... .. 23%
Like schools in general ...

Tablo I}
LIKE LEAST ABOUT THE SCHOOLS )

Taxes too high ... e 11%  Modular scheduling ......... 3%
Nothing wrong ... e 10% Poor communication with

Permissiveness, no

discipli 8%
Frills, waste 6%
Half days e 4%

Assorted other
No opinion .........

parents

a)

COMES TO

LIVONIA MALL

One of many designs available in
Wunder Roc

8 @, NURSERY SALES

¢ LANDSCAPE DESIGNS « LANDSCAPE PLANTING
* WALKWAYS

-« PATIOS

42350 GRAND RIVER, NOVI 349"4950 FlNrr?gﬁ\IE(?E\vAAlﬁggL%

H STORES and
K\ SERVICES

WATCH US

Install a unique
patio & garden in
Crowley’s Court.

%
DISCOUNT
Jor any job

signed before
Sept. 9, 1972

LANDSCAPE &

* POOL AREAS

' f) SCHOOL
< { BELLES

Think of us for all the newest
innovations for a lovelier you.
Spend a few hours with us for a
complete beauty treatment starting
with a new smart duo cut, DUR-
ALASH PERMANENT EYE.
LASHES, and make-up consulta-
(on.,

Day & Evening Appointments

MAYFLOWER SALON

895 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth
463-8320
HOUSE OF GLAMOUR
SALON

630 Starkweather, Plymouth
453-5254 or 453-4486

; r\\_ N




