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By TIM RICHARD

(3rd of a Series)

‘What adult taxp: think
about young people in the
parks is pretty well known.

Adult taxpayers have voted
down parks millages for the
metropolitan park district and
in the City of Livonia. Letter
writers to Observer
Newspapers have related in
no uncertain terms how they
regard the behavior of persons
{ in the 15-25 age group.

What officers ihink about
young people in the parks is
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SOCIETY MEMBER also well known.
SEE ME FOR THE It is writ large.on the lnlic:
BEST DEALON A blotter. It is contained in ef-

forts of Plymouth police and
the Wayne County Road
Commission (governing body
of county parks} to impose
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Law Enforcement Hit

earlier curfews in their
respective jurisdictions.

WHAT ABOUT the other
side of the coin? How do young
people see public officials on
parks issues? What are
youth's gripes?

Observer last

young people of varying
degrees of respectability in
different Observerland parks.

The young people thought
any policing of parks or of
such events as jazz concerts
should be done by uniformed
officers. They considered use
of as not only

summer got two types of
feedback on those guestions
from the young people
themselves. One was a “Rap
on Parks” - a series of con-
versations between a group of
young parks users, parks
officials, and other pillars of
municipal society.

The other came from a
young woman employe - a
trained interviewer, though
not a member of the news staff
-~ and a coed friend, also with
some interviewing ex-
perience, who surveyed 30

sneaky on the part of police
departments, but also as poor
police work because plain-
clothesmen were quickly
identified.

Wayne County sheriff's
deputies came under severe
criticism for beginning to
clear out parks 30 to 45
minutes before the 11:30 p.m.
closing time.

At the time, Garden City
was using auxiliary police to
handle its series of concerts
aimed at youth. The feedback
from the young people was

LOGJAM on the Middle Rouge River also collected a discarded set of

dent:

near t Drive.

12-Minute
Rocket Ride
Featured

A chancetotakea trip to the
moon aboard a gleaming 72
foot passenger rocket will be
the next special event offered
at Wonderland,, Sept.i4.

The space vehicle, set up
near the center of the mall at

OPEN SEPT. 2 for our 99th Season

Parmenters
Northville

CLpE
yhye

714 Oid Baseline Road

—

Ply and is
made of aireraft aluminum
which simulates a three stage
rocket.

The passenger com-
partment accommodates 35
would-be astronauts in air-
conditioned comfort. The 12
day trip is made in 72 minutes
and is complete with sights,
sounds and sensations
unknown to our forefathers.

After a briefing by the
captain, a blend of hydraulic
controlled motion and_sound
effects, synchronized with
animated  color  films,
achieves surprising realism.

Canoe Maps
Available

mostly

wul devote Sept. 16 to a “Rescue the Rouge™ project in western Wayne
County while a similar project is conducted in Farmington. {Observer photo)

anaiysis|

that these auxiliaries just
didn't like kids, and showed it.
(Even other policemen
agreed that using the least
trained members of the force
ena jobthat required the most
specialized kind of human
relations skill was unwise.)
THERE WERE youthful
allegations of unnecessary
brutality during arrests,
particularly by the Wayne
County sheriff’s deputies.
Young people attributed
much of the uncleanliness in
Hines Parkway not only to
their own group but to the lack
of trash baskets, poor
maintenance and shortage of
sanitary facilities on the part
of the county. (This writer
strongly agrees.) Adult voters
did themselves little credit in
the eyes of young people when
they almost defeated a one -
mill renewal of a Wayne
County operating levy.
Young people considered
self - policing as the first and
best line of defense at such
organized functions as rock
concerts. Adults tended to
agree that any officers on the
scene should be trained youth
officers, younger men on the
force who sport sideburns,
slightly longer hair and other
evidences of being in the
mode.
At a time when authorities

are considering earlier cur-

fews, young people over-
whelmingly felt that curfews
should be later. Some
preferred2a.m.; the majority
settled for 1 am.; hardly
anyone wanted it earlier.
The consensus was that it
was fairly easy for young

people to stay out late, con-
issi £

Youngsters Talk Back On Parks

life stytes. Respectable, home

sidering the per.

parents and the temper of the
times. ‘1f parks are closed
early, they will simply go
somewhere else, and the
“‘problem’ has been relocated
rather than solved.

On the other hand, the young
people did support the idea of
some kind of curfew,
reasoning that if parks were
kept open all night, a few of
the crowd would stay out all

night.

WHERE THERE are
organized programs such as
dancing or concerts, drug
pushers would be asked to
leave. Names of persons
pushing bad drugs would be

sted on a park bulletin
board, if the young people
could have their way.

(The last idea is probably
impractical. It would amount
1o libel - accusing someone in
writing of committing a felony
without a trial.)

Again, it's possible o see
the conflict of young and adult
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- owning, paying adults
have to be (o work at 8 or 9 or
10in the morning and consider
it prudent public policy to
close parks early. On the other
hand. the  underlying
assumption of the young
people was that parks users
didn't have to be at work or
class on a summer's MOrNing.

The establishment adults
taking part in the “Rap on
Parks" took no stand on
whether young people’s ac-
cusations against the police
were accurate. The point is
that young people believed
them to be accurate. In their
minds, it was the absolute
truth that policemen went
through parks at night shining
bright lights on people,
whether they had reason to
suspect wrong - doing or not.

Undoubtedly, there is right
and wrong - virtue and
boorishness ~ wisdom and

- selfishness ~ on both sides.

Next week: Must parks
really be ““programmed?"
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SAVE $90 THIS WEEK!
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MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONQRED -- BANK FINANCING AVAILABLE

IN THE SHELDEN SHOPPINS CENTER

CHOICE
MOBILE
HOMES
39760 WEST 5 MILE
EAST OF HAGGERTY
455-7740
OPEN DAILY 10 am.-7 pm.

"ON ALL PRESENT
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OFF IN STOCK

CAST YOUR EYES on the wide
selection of volues in the Want
Ads today'
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Elmer's
Glue

Glue-all
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School Glue
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PHARMACIST
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Paper-Mate
nylon point

FLAIR

pens

Westab 5 hole punch
notebook filler paper

¢

1 blk. S. of 8 Mile Rd. 6 biks. € of Sheldon
349-3181

Rivers in Michigan which
can be canced with a
minimum of danger are
described in a new
publication, “Guide to Easy
Canoeing,” prepared by the
Department of Natural
Resources. Canoe trips on 41
rivers throughout the state are
described in detail.

Copies of the publication
are available free from
regional and district offices of
DNR and the Michigap
Tourist Council, Commerce
Building, Lansing 48926.

2.48°

Compare 49° Each

In 12 dramanc colors
for your waiting fun
Chick seal cap.
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Dries Clear - Fast

Squibh
Theragran M
high potency
vitamin formula
100 plus 30 free

Westah Spiral
Stenographer's
Notebook
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Binx9in

70 Sheats

new Paper-Mate
Superstik glue
for youngsters

38

No mess! Home
and school use.

AN-N-1 filled
canvas binder

99¢

Notebook. paper.
theme book. indexes.

Bic 8 ball pen
school special

68° -

Medium points. Mod i
barre! colors.

anti-perspirant
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8 ounce spray by
5 Day. Dual action
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reproduce or enlarge your cher-
ished photo into a 33x4} miniature
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