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‘A brand new house is not the best
choice for everybody. The alternative
is an “existing” house. Realtors don't
like to call them “used” houses, since
the term has such a poor connotation
and gives the impression that you are
getting less if you buy a used house. .

Advantages of buying an existing
house are many. it's not so much that
the house is alraady “existing” as it is
that the accoutrements are. The lawn
is in. Shrubs are planted. The patio is
in. Many improvements may already
have been added, such as a recreation
room or a swimming pool, and their
fulf cost will not be added into the
price. An additional cansideration is
the fact that any ‘‘new’’ house you
buy will not be new for very long. Any
house should be examined in terms of
what is basically there once the
newness wears off, and this is easier

- to see in an existing house than it is in

a builder's model fully decorated by a
trained professional to show it off to
best advantage.

A visit to a reaitor will provide you
volumes of information, even if you
should finally choose to buy a new
home from someone else. The reaitor
may spend quite a bit of time with
you and wind up without a penny for
it, but then again, he may wind up

calon

selling you an existing house when
you had started off planning to build.
The realtor's commission is paid by
the seller, so there is absolutaly no
advantage in trying to do without one
if you are on the buying end. Sellers
sometimes feel differently, since it is
there money being spent, but even
they often find it is to their advantage
to have a realtor sell their house for
them. Some real estate companies
have a trade-in plan whereby they
take your current house in trade on a
new one you buy from them. They will
offer a guaranteed sale price, so that
you will know exactly how much
money you will get from your old
house to put down on your new
house and will not be caught $1,000
short.

In helping a couple find a house,
Don Wolfe, a Livonia real estate
consultant, says he would look for
things that are important to the
couple and try to fit them into a
neighborhood. He says a person will
fit into a neighborhood well if he has
two things in common with the other
residents - general age group and
general economic group. A couple will
not be as happy as they might if they
are in an area where their income is
considerably more or considerably

TOWNHOUSE

lg'fll'([llllﬁ

APARTMENTS

ﬁwewdm-umwm

1-2-3 BEDROOMS  (4tifis

‘r"‘t Jhur.'wu.n.-u« i

!L_-J %

N OUF{%%LED

Monmq RENT J

® Completely Carpated

® Community Club House
swimming pool and
family recrostion area

Disposal,

|t1_|

CENTRALLY COMTAOLLED AIR CONDITIONING

® Hotpoint appliancos
Refrigarator/Freozer, per

Dishwashor,

Gas ovan and range

® 1% baths in 2 & 3 @ Your own separals on- {
badroom apartments} trance “' H .l t-
® Docorator Drapes o
JOY ROAD EAST of HAGGERTY ==
Modeb n Oaily & Sunday = [
M%;;f%zcouev 455-7440 = )

‘_J’];I .

month

less than that of their neighbors or if
their neighbors are considerably older
or younger than they are.

Wolfe says that a couple should

" consider the condition of a house and

the care it has had. A home will not
depreciate much, he says, and the
appreciating value of 1and usually
raises the value in a few years. Land
appreciation almost invariably
exceeds the rise in the general cost of
fiving. He says that a home usually
depreciates only because of the
features it doesn’t have. For example,
as family rooms become more popu-
jar, houses without them become
comparatively less desirable and
therefore the price cannot be as high.
Appreciation varies greatly by area.
and while itis speculative to deter-
mine what type of house in what type
of area will appreciate most in the
next few years, there are some things
to take into consideration in making
your investment more secure. Wolfe
recommends getting into an area of
comparable homes with a house that
has all the features considered impor-
tant by most people. The extra bath-
room, the family room, paved street,
and public utilities are ali more impor-
tant now than they were a few years

ago.
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UNION LAKE VILLAGE
Build the home of your dreams
overlooking tha Huron River Val-
leyl Schools, Churches, Shopping
& Recreation all within minutas. 3
now models under construction
for your inspection on the many
choice lots available.

MODELS OPEN:
Daily 2-6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 1-5 p.m.

USED HOME
1800 Sq. Ft. Ranch, Built in 1989. Fully
Carpoled, Formal Dining Am, Kitchen with
Built-ing, Famsly Am Panelod with Besmed
Ceiling, 2% Cer Gerage -« Calony Haiphts.
Open Housa, Sun. 1-6 p.m

674-4646




