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Natalie’s Garden Grows Organically

By BETTY FRANKEL
Special Writer
“What's a nice girl like you
doing with corn in the back
yard?”
That's the reaction that
Mrs. Richard Lankin often

gets when guests stroll into_

her back yard in Farmington
Township’s Olde Franklin
Towne subdivision. Not only
does Natalie Lankin have
corn, but also beans,
tomatoes, peppers, onions,
squash and lots of other
vegetables~all of them grown
“organically.”

Mrs. Lankin has been a
gardener for years and has
always enjoyed planting
flowers and keeping ber
shrubs and lawn in perfect
arder.

A few years ago she became
concerned about the in-
secticides used on com-
mercially grown produce and
decided to grow some of her
own Shortly after

decided to adopt the methods

- proposed. Since then she has

become a member. of the
Royal Oak Organic Gardening
Club, an organization of
dedicated people willing to
share their gardening skills
and-interests with others.

THE YARD in front of the
Lankins' grey brick house
looks no different from the
other beautifully landscaped,
carefully groomed yards in
the area. The lawn is smooth,
velvety and a rich green color.
Yews and other evergreens
set off at this season by lots of
bright red geraniums.

The back yard is beautifully
landscaped, too, with at-
tractive trees and shrubs.
There is a paved patio ad-
jacent to the house.

A large fish pond is 3
decorative focal point for the
yard. This free-form pool is

this, she saw a copy of a little
publication entitled “‘Organic
Gardening.” This seemed to

. present such a same and

sensible approach to gar-
dening that Mrs. Lankin
Y .

NATALIE LANKIN grew these big zucchini squash by organic methods.
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by a rock garden
that is raised at one side to
form a backdrop for the pool.

Water cascades down @
small waterfall into the pool
andis re-circulated by a pump
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' Monday, Sept. 25 with an

concealed beneath the rocks.
Evergreen wintercreeper, a
plant with attractive glossy
oval leaves, and pink petunias
and other low plants grow
between and around the rocks.
Behind the pond are some
willow trees, helping to create
a natural pond atmoshphere.

ATTRACTIVE AS ALL this
is, the real point of interest in
the yard is the vegetable
garden occupying a sizable
area in a back corner.

Here several rows of corn
provide the background for
neat rows of tomatoes, onions,
squash and other vegetables.
The plot is tidy and free of
weeds. The plants are
mulched with grass clippings
so little cultivating or weeding
is necessary.

Careful inspection of the
garden revealed a bit of
newspaper lying under the
clippings. Mrs. Lankin ex-
plained that she had put three
or four thicknesses of paper as
a mulch along some of the
rows. Then, the clippings were
put over this. Eventually the
newspapers will disintegrate,
and both newspapers and

clippings will be worked into
the soil.

All winter the Lankins saved
the ashes from their fireplace.
‘These are a great source of
potash and help make the
vegetables, flower and fruit
better. Also, Mrs, Lankin
sprinkles the wood ashes
around and on the leaves of
some plants, such as cabbage,
to ward off slugs and keep
them from chewing holes in
the leaves. If she is out of
ashes, she uses flour. This
seems to work, too.

The little garden has been
very productive. So much 5o,
in fact, that Mrs. Lankin
Jokingly claims that her
neighbors hide in their houses
when she goes out to her
garden so she can't give them
any more zucchini squash.

After showing off her
organic garden to visitors
recently, Natalie Lankin
packed up a basket of produce
and went o an organic picnic
held by the Royal Oak Organic
Gardening Club.

THERE

THE  CON-

VERSATION centered chiefly
on the plans for the “Fall
Festival” being held by the

Federated Organic Clubs of event but the first time it has

Michigan Saturday and been held in the metropolitan

Sunday Sept. 16 and 17 at Our Detroit area.

Lady of Mercy High School, Nataliz Lankin  will

23300 W. 11 Mile, Farmington. probably exhibit some of her

This is the 20th year for this beautiful, organically grown
“

LIVONIA
19601 Middlebelt

near Livonia Mall

477-1100

produce and plans to attend
the lectures and classes and
demonstrations so she can be
an even better organic gar-
dener - and raise even more
zucchini squash.
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1973 HONDA HONDA C.L
£L.450 & C.B. 350

Was 1180
NOW

5899 (| *779
plus tax

plus tax

YAMAHA R-6
C'S 350 cc
Was 38625
s 5695
ON
SALE plus tax

D.T.-2 250 cc

$795 ‘o

D.S. - 7 250 cc-

649 5
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10% OFF

on any accessories

NORTHWEST
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17333 W. 8 MILE RD. DETROIT
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OU Courses
Aim At Parents
ROCHESTER

Two courses of special in-|
terest to parents are il

Standard Federal’s big
is fhe hiohest rate available on regular
insured passbook Savings.

Savings earn day in, day out.

...atone of these Standard Federal offices serving
metropolitan Detroit.

fiaily interest

at Oakland University in the!
fall term.

“Parent Observation of the
Preschool Child” provides an
opportunity for ‘mothers to
observe their three or four-
year-old child in,a nursery
school setting. Following the
weekly observations, mothers|
discuss their own selected
topics on child development
and gain insights on their
relationship with their child,

‘This unusual course begins

evening session for both|
parents at the university’s
child care center. Nursery
school sessions at the center
are on Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30
am. Mothers, teachers or|
teacher’s aides without off-
spring of the specified age also
may enroll. Registrations can|
be made by contacting the|
division of continuing]
education, Oakland Univer-
sity, Rochester 48063,

Parent Effectiveness
Training, (PET) developed by
Dr. Thomas Gordon is a “no-|
lose” system for resolving
conflicts between parents and
their  youngsters.

You're paid interest from the day your
money is received to the exact date of
withdrawal at the rate of 5% per year
...the highestinterest rate available on
regular passbook savings accounts.

Your interest is compounded
quarterly and deposits or withdrawals
may be made at any time. There are
no interest penalties when you want
all or part of your money. And the
safety of your account is insured up
to $20.000 by the Federal Savings
and Loan Insurance Corporation, an
agency of the U. S. Government.
There are 23 convenient Standard
Federal offices ready to serve you.

STANDARD

FEDERAL SAVINGS

NORTH
1500 N. Woodward south of 16 Mile Road, Birmingham
99 West Maple at Pierce, Birmingham
3700 West Maple at Lahser, Bloomfield Twp.
25950 Middlebelt at 11 Mile Road, Farmington
1406 N. Woodward south of 12 Mile Road, Royal Osk
29405 Greenfield north of 12 Mile Road, Southfield
25123 Southfield north of 10 Mile Road. Southfield
940 East Long Lake Road west of Rochester Road, Troy
2699 West Big Beaver Road east of Coolidge, Troy

WEST

17540 Grand River east of Southfield
25712 Grand River east of Beech Road
14221 Greenfield south of Grand River

10641 Joy Road at Manor
24224 Joy Road west of Telegraph
16841 Schaefer Road south of McNichols
17230 Farmington Road north of § Mile Road

EAST
14628 East Jefferson at Manistique
16530 East Warren north of Outer Drive
11511 Kelly Road at Whittier
25501 Harper north of 10 Mile Road, St. Clair Shores
30700 Schoenherr south of 13 Mile Road, Warren
3900 Fourteen Mile Road west of Ryan Road, Warren

DOWNTOWN DETROIT
405 Griswold at Jefferson




