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An Observer Roundup

* Dealers in ice skates and
hockey equipment should be
rubbing their hands with glee.

All Observerland seems to
be in the process of putting its
citizens on ice.

Livonia started the trend.
Southfield came second.
. Plymouth was third, when it
opened its new rink last
month.
. And this month Garden City
and Redford Township are
getting into the act. Both have
had outdoor rinks, but this
‘month new covered rinks go
‘into operation. There are
indications that Westland and
Farmington won't be far
behind.

MORE THAN 3,500 small
and large boys are involved in
hockey in Observerland's
seven cities, and Plymouth
and Livonia alone have 2,000
figure skating students.
Southfield has more than 500,
and the Garden City and
Redford Township openings
will dly add at least

nights,” and Friday evenings
have already become well-
established as “teen nights,”
aceording to acting recreation
director Dan Venezia.

Then, of course, there are
the thousands of people who
just came in to skate, at prices
ranging from a low of 25 cents
for children and 50 cents for
adults (in Plymouth) to a high
of 50 cents for children and $L
for adults (in Redford
Township). Livonia and
Southfield charge 35 cents for
adults. Non-resident prices
are often higher. Hockey ice
time usually costs $40 an hour.

AND “THEM AS has" are
making plans to build more
arenas. Livonia wants another
larger one on Seven Mile
Road, but is having trouble
getting the voters to approve
the $1.7 million needed. South-
field has the money and hopes
to open another in 1973.

Livonia opened the first ice
arena in Observerland in
1968. The Ford

nother 1,000

: gaining in popularity. Last
 year, Southfield had four. This
. year it has eight, and next
> year it expects to have 12.
: All of the currently-
- operating arenas also have
" lunchtime skating specials
for adults. In Garden City
interest seems to be running
high in such a program,
especially among the medical
professien, according to
Denny Rivard of the
recreation department.
Plymouth is promoting
: Thursday evening “family

Field ice rink on Lyndon cost
the city $585,000. Its second
rink, Devon-Aire, was opened
in February 1969, at a cost of
$503,000 (it has no bleachers or
dressing rooms). Funds for
these came from a bond issue
passed in 1966, when $44
million was voted to purchase
land and build the rinks and
two pools.

In 1968, Livonia had 650
persons, mostly girls and
women, taking figure skating
lessons from (three in-
structors, Today the program
is still growing. This year,
there are 1,350 taking lessons,
they have seven instructors

and an eighth may be hired

§

n.

Kids line up overnight to
register for the hockey
program, and there is a
waiting list. Livonia boys have
to wait until they are seven to
join the Mites. The normal
starting age is five.

FIGURE SKATING in-
structors, who expected that
the girls would lose interest as
they began to notice the op-
posite sex, found things didn’t
work out this way. And the
bigger the girl the more room
is needed to practice.

“This is one way in which
we can do more for girls,”
said a parks and recreation
department employee.

Thus they feel a third rink is
needed, and would like to have
one which would ac-
commodate more spectators
for ice shows and hockey
games.

Though the voters didn't
approve a recent proposal for
raising the money, the
possibility of using Livonia’s
federal revenue sharing funds
for this project is now being
discussed.

SOUTHFIELD'S rink was
opened officially in May, 1971,
on its 179-acre Civic Center
site. The facility, which in-
cludes the ice arena and 2
pool, came about as a result of
a$3 million revenue bond. The
revenue bond is o be repaid to
the building authority by
revenue from operations of
the pool-rink and golf course.

Two additional pool-rink
complexes will be funded by a
$6 million general obligation
bond, which was approved by

{he voters, It will be repaid by
a tax levy in addition to the
present tax structure,
meaning an additional $7.50
per year per average home
over a 20-year period. Work
has already begun on a second
complex.

Since Southfield and
Livonia'srinks aretied upin a
recreation package which
includes the pools, it’s difficult
1o say whether or not they can
or will be self-supporting.

But according to Southfield
sports arena manager, Rejean
Tremblay, “The operation is
successful. T don’t think we
lose money, but recreation is
not to make money.”

PLYMOUTH'S NEW rink
opened two weeks ago and
signed up its 650 figure skaters
in the first few days. There is
still room for a few more in
daytime classes ‘Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday.

The first $70,000 for
Plymouth’s $1.5 million rink
and cultural center came from
the state of Michigan under
the $100 million recreation
bonding program approved
in 1968. The city commission
and municipal housing
authority issued bonds for the
balance of money, and the
rink is built on land leased to
the city by the Plymouth
school board for $1 2 year for
99 years.

Engineers in Garden City
estimate that its $450,000 in-
door arena will be open in (wo
weeks. Because of the
Supreme Court ruling on the

Ice Rinks Bustin’ Out All Over!

Then came the news of the
federal revenue sharing
program and great jubilation.
According to Mayor James W.
Lowe, the city will receive
363,000 from the fund.

The new arena is located at
the site of the old outdoor ene,
in the Garden City park on
Merriman and Cherry Hill.

REDFORD TOWNSHIP will
officially open its new rink at
9:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 21.

Site of the rink is 12400
Beech Daly (behind the
Township Water Board
Building) and its total cost is

around $675,000.
The facility is being
financed through bonds, and it

is expected to pay for itself
and retire the bonds over 29
years. The parks and
recreation department will
continue to maintain_iis
outdoor rink on Beech Daly
between Six and Seven Mile.

WESTLAND IS still working
on plans to enclose one of its
rinks, the one in Wildwood
Jaycee Park. Westland of-
ficials have a state grant of
$164,000 and the building
authority will go to the city
within the next month with
proposals for raising ad-
ditional funds. They're aiming
at an early spring con-
struction date.

According to Mayor Eugene
McKinney, plans are being
made for a facility that will
serve as more than an ice
rink, ing that could be

Detroit ri stadium
bond issue, Garden City of-
ficials were wondering how
they would be ahle to pay for
the rink.

used to provide room for
concerts and large group
meetings as well as tennis
courts.

Farmington, like Plymouth,
has spent many years In
debating about building a
rink. It will be voted on again
in November.

The latest proposal is to
build a $1.2 million ice arena-
sports complex on four acres
on the Farmington High
School property.

Revenue would pay ap-
proximately half the cost of
the bonds.
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Qur Hostess’
Gifts and In-
formation are
the Key to Your
New Community
WAYNE COUNTY
Hice 961.7750
LIVONIA. PLYMOUTH

NORTHVILLE, REOFORD
GARDEN CITY AND WESTLAND

Otfice 642-0130
FARMINGTON AND
SOUTHFIELD

Custom

TABLE PADS

HAND-CRAFTED @ CUSTOM STYLING
Prompt Delivery - Phons 345-5350

Made tn Michigan
UNITED TABLE PAD €O.

NOW
It's _Ai_l here . . for people with

CREATIVE

SUPPLIES

IAACRAME & BEADS
CANDLEMAKING.
DIPPING EILAA
CERANICS
DECOUPAGE

UGMAKIN
LIQUID PLASTIC
PAPIER MACHE
WOODCRAFT
LEATHERCRAFT
METALCRAFT

Ol PAINTING
BLOCK PRINFING

ARTIST SUPPLIES

WEST STORE 31134 Five Mils Road
{Merri-Five Shopping Center)
UVONIA
TAST STORE 30031 Stephamacn Highway
MADISON HEIGHTS

INSTRUCTION 800KS

Qur 30th Year.

a .Delco Craft Center

in LIVONIA

ONE-STOP
HEADQUARTERS

We invite you to browse
through our complete idea
center and ask questions of
our craft specialists.

You'll find supplies, tools,
kits and instruction books
for all crafts, os well as o
wide selection of artist
supplies and decorative
materials.

PLUS complete selection of
low-cost group projects . . .
for Bible Schools, Doy
Camps, School Summer Ac-
tivities, Recreation Groups,
Clubs . . . and Fund-Raising

SE of

WHERE SERVICE IS GUA;‘?A/V TEED, NOT JUST TALKED ABOUT!

N

OUR
GUARANTEE
*

When you purchase a diamond
from House of Discounts, if for
any reason you would like to sell
your ring after 1 year, we will buy
it back less 10% and the mounting

... AND AL
TRADE ON A

WAYS A FULL
LARGER RING.

CUSTOM RINGS

COSMOS 19” COLOR
PORTABLE Reg. s3719.00

Walnut Grained high impact
plastic cabinet. ® 187

V{280 sq. in) picture--clear-
bright color TV picture
tube. ®
and
wning @

UHF tuners @

® AFC automatic

and Solid State
VHF fine tuning
control @  Automatic

antenna  ®
W, 18" H, 18 3/4” D.

Degaussing Front facing 4"
high fidelity speaker ® VHF Di-Pole and UHF toop
Maximum  cabinet dimensions: 23 3/3"

Out-front VHF
UHF calibrated
High gain VHF
Set-n-Forget

frequency

8

SALE
95

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER

49%

AM/FM STEREO
RECEIVER

20 WATT 2 SPEAKERS
LIMITED QUANTITY ...

.

- PHILCO® 14" sesorw
Portable Color TV

. Solid state Cosmetic Color Circuitry with patented
automatic Chroma control provides outstanding color
realism * Philco 20,500-volt DynaColor chassis » Solid
state signal system - Separate VHF/UHF channel
selectors with separate VHF/UHF channe! selectors
with separate windows * Telescopic dipole VHF, loop

antennas

Model C3052BWA

AM/FM STEREQ
W/SPEAKERS

6995

YOUR CHOICE OF

PHI

"
LCO 8 v
Personal Portable TV
BLACK AND WHITE
+Solid state chassis is fully transistorized, except for
high voltage rectifier «Instant sound—picture follows

in seconds sFront-mounted VHF/UHF channel
selectors s Full range front speaker s Carrying handle

«Telescopic VHF, loop UHF antennas *Choice of
cabinet colors—Dove White, Model 8311BWH.

Madel B311 Seties

|HOUSE

7 MILERD.,
—

27500 W.

of DISCOU

LIVONIA 535-1540
FINANCING AVAILABLE
DIAMONDS @ WATCHES ® T.V.

NTS

MON-SAT 8:30-9
SUN 105

'S @ STEREOS

Tangerine, Model B311BTG.

Harvest Gold, Model B311BHG.

\

SOLID STATE

CASSETTE REC

ORDER

With recessed handle & molded storage
holder for remote Microphone attached
to call cord. Batteries & Gift box.

117x6%"x2% "
List Price
$39.95

14

AM/FM RADID

10 TRANSISTORS.
BATTERIES.
EARPHONE

5599

1299
value

ELECTROPHONIC
STEREO
AM/FM DIGITAL

CLOCK

with sleep alarm
Camplete With ... Automatic
Turntable, Speakers and 8
Track Tape Deck.

Retail 179.95

39995

WHILE
THEY




