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Organized Clubs Enhance The Fun
Of Snowmobiling In Observerland

Think about it. How many winter
family sports are there?

Skiing? Skating? A snowball fight?

Snowmobiles are about No. 1 now,
and there doesn’t appear to be any
way they are going to be challenged.

The trouble with most things you
could do in the winter in the pastis
that they were either too strenuous
or kind of anti-social.

Sure, you read stories about 70-
year-old men on ski jumps, but you
read about them because they are so
unusual they make news.

And try to get a 12-year-old kid
interested in sitting out on a frozen
lake, dangling a grub through a hole in
the ice.

Action, activity in the winter, and
some competition are part of the
appeal of snowmobiling. but lately it
is becoming a kind of social activity
too.

Clubs are a natural outiet for this
social urge.

Besides the natural inclination of
people nuts encugh about a sport 10
seek out other “nuts” of similar inter-
est, there is mechanical assistance
available, and even a safety factor in
groups.

ONE OF THE biggest and oldest
clubs in Observerland is the Livonia
Sno-Flakes. Being two years old with
48 families gives it this distinction,
which gives you some indication of
the newness of the whole sport.
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“Almost ali of our members have at
least two children’’ said Mrs. Mary
Gilbertson, 38452 Kingsbury, Livonia,
secretary of the Sno-Flakes.

""They are typical snowmobile fami-
lies, with a coupte of kids and usually
two snow machines.”

They started last year with about a
dozen families interested in getting
together to ride their snowmaobiles.

“The problems you have as a single

person become smal when you go as
a group,” said her husband, Stanley
Gilbertson.

The Sno-Flakes concentrate on
family outings.

A typical weekend would be a
trip to Grayling for runs through the
state lands in the area.

You need a plan to go out as a
group like that,” Gilbertson continued.
“It takes some organization.”
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See what the ‘73 Scorpion’s got .
Sea for yoursel! who's Number One!
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Only Scorpion Stinger dares to make this challenge. Because only Scorpion
offers these engineering advancos for 1973:

“Para-Rail’” suspension,
Combines the best i
“Power-Thrust” clutch.

of both slide rails and bogays.

Dalivers more of the engina’s power 1o the track than any consumer clutch

known,

“Power-Bito” track. All-poly track grips tha snow better for more gat-up

and-go.

Seo tho entire Scorpion Stinger line for 1973
Supar Stinger 440 -- Super Stinger 400 -- Stinger 340
Stingar 290 and 290 ET -- Super Stingorette 340,
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Scomlan Stinger is comin’ thrut

Scorpion Stinger

On display now at your authorized scorpior: dealer:
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“We made mistakes at first, then as
we organized more of these affairs,
we learned what jobs had to be
asstgned, what we needed to bring
along.”

The result of the organization is
called a “safari,”” and popular places
for the Livonia club to go are Grayling,
Tawas City, or sometimes areas closer
to home like Wixom, Rochester or
Whitmore Lake. ’

THE EMPHASIS for this group is
on family activities.

“If you need some help. if some-
thing breaks down, or if you have
trouble getting up an icy hill, there's
always someone to give a hand,”
Gilbertson said.

But the friends brought together by
snowmobiles remain friendly during
the warmer weather,

"We had barbecues, picnics --
actually we have been getting
together all summer,” Mrs. Gilbert-
son said.

They meet in the Senior Citizens
drop-in center in the Livonia Parks
and Recreation building.

On top of their activities, they are
sponsoring classes this fall to qualify
minors to operate snowmobiles.

THEY ARE as large as they want
to be now, and they have cut off
memberships at 48. according to Mrs.
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“THE MACHINE THAT CHANGED WINTER"
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