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Tax Rebates Shake C’v

By MARIE McGEE

State-ordered cash refunds

due landowners who have
appealed and won lower
property assessments may
force Clarenceville's Board of
Education to dip even further
than it planned into its
financial ‘“cushion” for the
future.
. Their only hope is to con-
vince the Legislature give
back Clarenceville's share of
a $33 million contingency fund
set up when a portion of state
aid to all school districts was
withheld last year. The money
was never used.

Clarenceville’s share would
amount to $47,600~more than
enough to cover the refunds
amounting to approximately
$20,000 that are due the Oc-

_ cidental Investment Co.,

VA Ups Grants

An increase from $12.500 to
$§17.500 in Veterans Administra-
tion grants to eligible veterans
for the purchase of “wheelchair
homes.” effective July 10, 1972,
was the second hike in three
years.

In connection with good

cious persons interested in
having their clothes re-
styled or altered. Personal
fittings on both men's and
wamen‘s clothing in our
modern tailoring shap.
Phone 349-3677, Lapham's,
120 E. Main-Downtown
Northville.

grooming and style con- |’

owners of an apartment
complex in the district, and a
Farmington trailer court
owner.

Both parties recently ap-
pealed '70-71 assessments
before the State Tax Com-
mission and subsequently won
lower property valuations that
entitled them to a cash refund.

IF THE STATE doesn't
come through with the rebate
which Clarenceville officials
claim is “rightfully ours,” the
district will be forced to use
funds from the ‘‘planned”
surplus that occurred last

years.

The budgeted surplus of
$91,000 is the result of the
board's decision last year to
save at least one mill of a two-
mill levy the district was
forced to raise two years ago
because of a tardy state aid
plan, explained Supt. David
McDowell.

Salisz’ went to Lansing
Friday to confer with state tax
officials to present Claren-
ceville’s case.

He learned that the state has
already begun a study of the
problem that faces other
school districts as well as
Clarenceville. One of those is
the Plymouth School District
which is reportedly ‘‘harder
hit" than Clarenceville.

Actually, through careful
budgeting, the district was
able to save more than the one
mill and had hoped to keep the
money in reserve as a
“cushion against the future.”

It's this surplus, too. that
will make up the $28,000 deficit
in this year's budget. Mec-
Dowell added.

Now the board may have to
dip into it even further to pay
off the tax rebates that are due
immediately, under a new
slate law. Previously, refunds
could take the form of credits
and be applied against future
taxes, it was explained.

The financial dilemma
surfaced during the discussion
that preceded the public
hearing on the budget at the
board’s Nov. 9 general
meeting.

There were no objections to
THE TAX refunds “could the $3,950,000 budget that
cause great consequence in
the budget computations for
local taxes and have a direct

ille Budget

provides basically the same
instructional program as last
year but at a higher price tag
and 160 fewer students.

District revenues are due to
climb by $130,000 because of
anincrease in local valuation,
it was noted.

The new state aid formula
will also give the district an
added $8,000, Salisz . pointed
out, even though the district
lost 160 students.

ANOTHER SAVING factor
was the increase of govern-
ment help with special
programs that qualify under
the federal grants. One of
these is the district’s $35,000
reading program that will be

underwritten by a federal
grant.

Salisz noted that the district
managed to save money, this
past year in salary ex-
penditures due to the wage
freeze, but this savings was
offset somewhat by increased
building maintenance costs.

The cost of operating
building additions and the
fixed charges covering
property insurance and in-
creased cost of medical in-
surance are also higher than
in previous years, he added.

A breakdown of personnel
shows that the staff is down by
five persons, three from the
instructional staff ana two
from the cafeteria.

effect on the state aid for-
mula,” warned Edward
Salisz, Clarenceville business
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67 Years of Reliability”
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Looking far someane who £an put yout 1o fonger uted
power 100l 1o good use? Use 8 low cost Observer
Classified Want Ad 10 ind that womeane today

2 522-0900

\t's a fact that insulation adds to your comfort and saves you
heating dollars. When a home is not properly insulated,

heated air escapes through the roof and through the walls.
Insulation acts as a barrier to stop this heat loss. It keeps
your home warmer and reduces your fue!
consumption (in many cases as much as
one-third). It’s easy to install insulation
yourself, or have it pneumatically

btown in.

Consumers Power Company
neither sells nor installs insulation,
but for a number of years has
encouraged its customers to
investigate the benefits of insulating

their homes.

% Consumers
Power

88.26-238




