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How

By TIM RICHARD

No, Virginia, there really is
no Joshua Doore.

No, Virginia, he's too young
to be anyone's uncle.

In fact, Virginia, he is a they
- Harvey L. Leach and
Spencer L. Reuben, both 33
years old and brothers - in -
‘law.
: They're chairman of the
‘board and  president,
‘respectively, of Robinson
Furniture Co., a name that is
62 years old in the business
although the Robinson family
has been out of the firm since
its financial troubles in 1964.

SHORT AND slender,
dressed in a nearly black suil,
‘Leach greeted dozens of
visitors to the new Joshua
Doore furniture supermarket
and offices on Schoolcraft Rd.

‘Joshua’ Expands From Here

in Livonia last week and another $500,000 for land, and
revealed that the division’s you gel a total investment at
main offices will be in the new  $6.5 million; multiply that by

outlet.

eight and you can see

“We'll have about 20 non- | something like $50 million

store staff here -- mer-
chandising, advertising, new
store openings,” he said.

In just five months, with
aggressive advertising, Leach
and Reuben have made the
division's name practically a
household word. Qutlets have
been opened in Warren and
‘Taylor; Livonia is the third;
Grand Rapids has one under
construction; Flint will be
next; three others will follow
out of the state in 1973 for a
total of eight in just 12 years.

THE LIVONIA outlet cost
$3.5 million to build, and 2
company statement puts the
inventory and Showrooms'
valu¢ at $2.5 million; figure

poured into the fictitious New
Englander name in a very
short time.

Some investors have a lot of
faith in Leach and Reuben.

For the first nine months of
1972, Robinson sales were
$11.9 million compared to $8.9
million in the same period of
1971. Net operating income
rose to $379,000 or 46 cents a
common .share compared to
$332,000 or 41 cents a share in
the same three quarters of the
previous year.

With so many openings, one
would think that start-up costs
would cut deeply into profits.
Not so with Robinson. Vice
President Jules Gosseaux said
a new accounting policy

TWO OFFICE employes of Ford Parts Division in Livonia competed in

N the auto maker's “"Miss Torchy” contest to promote United Fund contribu-

< tions. With Walter S. Walla, division general manager, are Colleen Norwood
{left) of Ecorse and Carolyn Buckley of Redford Township.

Holding Company

Parent Of

Michigan National Corp.
became the bank holding
company, parent of five
Michigan banks, effective
Monday. The announcement
was made today by Stanford
C. Stoddard, president of the
new bank holding company.

Preliminary tabulations of
the results of the tender offer
indicates that the following
percentages of the stocks of
each of the banks have been
tendered and are being ex-
changed for  Michigan
National Corp. shares.

Michigan National Bank, 97
per cent; Michigan Bank,
N.A., 99 per cent, preferred,
100 per cent; Livonia National
Bank, 99 per cent; Oakland

LNB

National Bank, 98 per cent;
and Troy National Bank, 100
per cent.

The new holding company,
which will have consolidated
assets of approximately $2.5
billion, is negotiating for the
sale of $38 million of con-
vertable notes through White
Weld & Co., Inc. The an-
ticipated conversion price will
be $90 per ahare.

1t is intended that $30
million of the proceeds of the
long term notes will be in-
vested in common stock of the
five subsidiary banks.

“We are pleased to be in the
vanguard of major bank
holding  companies in
Michigan,” Stoddard said.

Viewers Saw
6 Bandsmen

Six music students from
Observerland played with
Ferris State College’s 142 -
piece marching band featured
at the Chicago Bears - Detroit
Lions game.

Local students were:
‘Thomas L. Griffin, 28318 Briar
Hill, Farmingten, on trom-
bone; Jeff Schulman, 19260

Eldridge, Southfield, French [§

horn; Roger M. Kersey, 1324
Berkshire, Westland,
baritone;

Also three students from
Livonia: George A. Ramsden,
33143 Grennada, trumpet;
Barb Reynolds, 14569 Rich-
field, horn; and Catherine M.
Rinz, 15411 Auburndale, flute.

NOTICE

DISTRESSED

PIANO & ORGAN

SALE

Recent break-ins at our warehouse facilities in Detroit
have forced us to re-located our warehouse at our Li-

vonia store.

amortizes pre-opening costs
over a 12:month period.

GETTING STARTED in
Livonia wasn't easy.

The Schoolcralt Rd. siteis in
the city’s “gelden mile” in-
dustrial belt along the
railroad, and city fathers
disliked the proposal to allow
a retail business into an in-
dustrial area.

They- simply couldn't
visualize what Leach and
Reuben had in mind, said Dan.
J. Gilmartin, city industrial
coordinator. The furniture
supermarket concepl had
been tried successfully in
other states but was unknown
in Michigan.

Gilmartin took a camera to
the Cleveland area - and got
himself thrown out of several
such stores for taking pic-
tures. But he produced enough
photos to get across the idea,
which is this:

The outlet is both a five-
storv warehouse and a set of
300 showrooms. The customer
picks out his furniture and,
instead of waiting weeks for
delivery, takes it home
himself, immediately because
it's in stock. He saves 20 per
cent or more.

*“The average [furniture
store turns its stock over 1'z
or two times a year,"" says (he
company, “but Joshua Doore
will turn over its stock 10 to 12
times a year.”

To operate such a facility,
they need both high visibility,
which they will get from the I
96 Jeffries Freeway, and the
industrial advantage of a
railroad spur.

Gilmartin tapped a toc on |

the warehouse floor: “This is
anine-inch industrial concrete
floor.”* If for some reason
Leach and Reuben fail to
make the store go, there's still
an excellent 156,000 square
foot industrial building left

est for famous first-quality Lees Carpet. Here are just a few of the
BUYS waiting for you in our showroom or in your home . .. RITE

NOW!
OPENING NITE

a fine quality heavy
duty nylon mini shag

$895 §$77%

50.Y0.

behind. That made the project
more palatable, and the city
council approved the ap-
propriate zoning.

HARVEY LEACH'S official
biographical sketch leaves
some things to the
imagination. He was born in
Detroit and attended Central
High School, Wayne State
University and the University
of Michigan. Then:

““Leach joined the Robinson
Furniture Co. as a cashier in
the Linwood store in 1958. A
year later he was promoted to
assistant manager and sub-
sequently held positions as
buyer. and merchandising
manager.

“In 1967 he was appointed
vice president and a year later
became president. He was
appointed chairman of the
board in 1971 Just like that.

Spencer Reuben also was
born in Detroit, graduated
from Oak Park High School
and joined Robinson as a
salesman in 1961. Then:

“A year later, Reuben was
transferred to stock control.
In 1965, he became a buyer
and two years later was
named merchandise
manager. After serving as
vice president for three yars,
he was appointed president in
1971."

Both are married and have
two children each. Leach
resides in Harper Woods,
Reuben in Franklin Village.

WHAT HAPPENED is that
Robinson Furniture went into
voluntary bankruptcy in about
1964. Another owner took over
and moved up Leach and
Reuben, who offered to work
for low salaries but big stock
options. One day, Leach and
Reuben had control.

Who's Joshua Doore?

Leach and Reuben, say
associates, aren't personal
glory hogs. Rather, they and
an advertising agency cooked 1
up the friendly image of the
uncle; a door knocker makes a
dandy coat of arms, teo.
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TABLE PADS

HAND-CRAFTED ® CUSTOM STYLING
Prompt Delivary - Phone 345-5350

Made In Michigan
UNITED TABLE PAD CO.
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2 Year Warranty
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FREE Use of Our Tube Checkers Campletely tstatied
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SPECIAL
ONE WEEK ONLY!
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HOURS:

I Neotuce. Gold.
Green M1, Copoer, Amber, Ruby Red.
French Bive, Nugoe! Gold, Sand.

DYATINL: 27675 GRAND RIVER
o

MON..THURS... FR1. 9.9 TUES., WED., SAT.. 9:8

Avocada, Frosted Doiauicl,
2 Lime,
5.99 4 90

MILE RD. LIVONIA
GR 4-4300

NEEDLES
Guaraniced
Highest Qualay 839 5
Amencan Made Moss Types|
Most Types
Reg. $148

SERVICECENTER, Inc.

Open Daily 9 10 7 Since 1952

28915 Joy Road, Westland
GA 2-2032

NEW LOW PRICES
on Famous “LEES CARPETS”

You want the best carpet at the best price! Our RITE PRICE is the low-

SUN KING

hot new look - great
for action areas.

qreat colors
387 5
$0.YD.

CONNO!SSEUR
Thick nylon shag,
multi-color combinations

$895 §915
Value s0.Y0.

RITE

MAKE WAY BODY SHAGS
nylon twist, long nylon and polyesters
on now colors starting at
$7.95 sp75

$0. Y0

Vatie

SEE ALL OF LEES FINE

SAVE §
UP TO

QUALITY CARPET & GET
CUR DEAL..THE RITE DEAL

America's Finest Carpet at Michigan's
Lowest Prices

500"

EVERY PIANO & ORGAN IN THE WAREHOUSE WILL
BE MARKED DOWN FOR THIS EVENT.

Shop at your leisure! Call 476-8360 today and make an
appointment to have ane of our trained carpet consultants
bring complete sample selections to your home. He will
take your room measurements and help you coordinate
colors. No charge or abligation.

- ALL WILL CARRY NEW WARRANTIES -

This Merchandise is in our warehouse for your selection
thru November 30th.

HAMMELL MUSIC, INC.

15630 Middlebelt Road
Next to Hearthside Furniture

Use ane of our many
eredit plans
® MICHIGAN

BANK AMERICARD
® MASTER CHARGE
@ REVOLVING CHARGE
® BANK TERMS

7 MILE & MIDDLEBELT

across fram Livonia Mall

476-8360

9-9 DAILY -- 9-6 Tues.-Wed.

937-1040
COME ALL

427-0042

COME ONE  {ouRs: Mon.-Fri
Sat.

9:30-8:30
3.5:30




