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Local Officials Ponder R

WHILE MAKING the study, .

Local officials already are
raising an eyebrow at a $253
million proposal to reduce
pollution and eliminate
flooding of the Rouge River
basin.

All 46 affected communities
would have to hold public
hearings because they will be
asked to share the cost, based
on the expected benefit.

For example, Wayne County
Commissioner John J. Me-
Cann (D-Livonia) said that
“with the amount of money
and the cooperation of two
counties needed, it doesn’t
seem realistic to me.”

THE PLAN was financed by
a $35.000 contribution from
Wayne and Oakland counties
15 months ago and was drawn
up by the engineering firm of
Wade, Trim & Associates of
Taylor. Even the §35,000 study
stirred a controversy, par-
ticularly in the Oakland
board.

The idea is that much of the
Rouge's pollution and flooding
are due to unified waste water
and storm water sewers.
When holding basins become
filled during a heavy rain, the
water in the basins spills out
into the river.

The plan calls for a giant
underground drain to take the
spillover.

Two years ago, Henry

(“Cap”) Herrick, outgoing

. Wayne County drain com-

missioner, predicted in local

speeches that such a project

would cost $250 million. He
was right on the target.

BRIEFLY. THE plan calls
for construction of a tunnel 18
miles long, extending from
Hunter Boulevard in Bir-
mingham to the Detroit River.
This tunnel then would be fed
by all the branches of the
Rouge and would effect every
section of Observerland.

Aside from the construction
of the tunnel, the plan calls for
the acquisition of 791 acres of
flood plain for the establish-
ment of parks. If ac-
complished, there would be an
almost continuous green belt
from Birmingham to Dear-
born.

The plan further calls for
the improving of 10 bridges
crossing the main channel of
the Rouge and the phasing out
of all septic tank systems in
the drainage area and con-
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structing new sewers. Con-
struction of these sewers
would be financed by the local
communities and would be
apart from the estimated $253
million price tag.

THE PROPOSED tunnel
would connect with the en-
casement of the Rouge in a
concrete trough south of
Michigan Avenue that is now
being constructed by the
Army Corps of Engineers to
increase the water carrying
capacity.

The tunnel, a new facet of
the plan, would increase in
size from 15feet to 17 feet to 35
feet and later to 45 feet in
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diameter as it reached the
point south of Michigan.

Under the proposal a seven
member commission would be
named and would include the
state agricultural director and
three officials from each
county.

One of its first tasks would
be to ask the state to authorize
the sale of bonds to finance the
project. it has been estimated
that the bond proposal would
cost the taxpayers $20.4
million a year for 50 years.

Before this is done, the
public hearings would have to
be held in all 46 communities
which drain into the Rouge.
The commission would decide
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the communities’ share of the
cost, based upon the benefit
they received from
project.

the

THE MOST expensive
portion of the project and the
one that is certain to be the
most controversial, is the
building of the tunnel. Not only
is the initial cost high but the
system would cost $3.9 million
annually to operate.

The second phase of the
program, according to the
report of the study, also may
be headed for trouble. This is
the phase calling for
acquisition of 791 acres of
flood land, much of it
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privately owned, in Oakland

County.
These acres would be
developed into playlots,

softball diamonds, nature
trails, bike paths, tennis
courts and swimming pools.
This cost is estimated at $24.4
million with an annual
maintenance cost of $80,000.

All of these projects are
along the main branch, but the

the engineers bypassed as
impractical an underground
retaining basin or apr

proximately 1,100 above-

ground basins. They also ruled
out a proposal for the

widening of the streamand’

the straightening of the
curves, claiming such moves

would interfere with the .

river’s flood plain and the
i of

study the ex-
penditure of $350,000 for
studies of the eight branches—
and mostly the middle branch
that runs from Walled Lake
through Northville, Plymouth
and Livonia on the way to the
Tiver.
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homes along the way.

After learning of the report,
drain officials in both Wayne
and Oakland Counties ven-
tured the opinion that it would
be some time before such a
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project is undertaken-if at all.

The matter becomes a
problem ‘of priorities, ac-
cording-to Staniey B. Pat-
terson, chief engineer of the
Wayne County drafft com-
mission. He called'the project
“feasible,” but’questioned
whether Wayne County would
give it high priority. -

In Oakland Counfy James
Pemberton, chief *engineer,
stated that at least
three years of study are
needed on the proposals —
even if both counties approved
of the idea. R
From the: start, Oakland
County has been critical of the
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idea, claiming that it was a
ruse on the part of Wayné
County to gain financial help
to clean up its poliution’
problem. :
McCann, who represents the”
Livonia-Plymouth-Northville
area on the Wayne County-
Board of Commissioners,
remarked, “I have read the'
account of the report and I still |
don’t know just what it means.
“There’s one way to get the
job done, and that is to drain
Walled Lake (which. is ar-
tificial) and start all over.”
Meanwhile the com:
missioners of both countied
have taken the plan under
advisemenL. -
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tores.

Teaches children to dress them-
selves by learning fo dress Bessy.
Buttons, laces, zips and snaps.

Ployers try to shool their ants info
the pants. It's a fun tilled game for
youngsters.
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Use, will meet with members
of the Citizens Council for
Land Use Research and
Education at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the
Bloomield Township Library,
Lone Pine and Telegraph.

Dr. Taylor is conducting
public hearings on a draft of
the omnibus land use and
development bill. All in-
terested citizens may attend
to learn about the land use
issue prior to its consideration
by Gov. Milliken and sub-
mission to the State
Legislature.
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ELECTRO BRAND
WALKIE TALKIE
Everyday @ 97

Low Price 5
Four transistor push 1o talk walkie
1olkie with a telescoping antenno.
Comes with battery.

NOBLE COOLEY
DRUM SET
Everyday 7 94

Low Price s
large bass drum, o snare sized
drum. o baago drum and two cym-
bals. Drumsticks included.
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CAROM BOARD

GAME
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Low Price
Provides o wide voriety of inter-
esting, stimulofing qames fo sofisfy
every member of the family, young
and old.
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MICROSCOPE SET
Everyday 6 86
Low Price

This pewerful die cast metal micro-

scope magnifies up to 300 times.

Has o revolving turcet, comes with

slide glass, magnifying gloss ond

tweezer.
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A fost action football gome. You
direct the offensive or defeniive
players on on electric vorioble,
field. . K

see-in bubble top ond comes com-
plete with a stolfion, mare, colt and
interior stalls

GROSSET & DUNLAP
HARDY BOYS

OKS
‘Everyday
Low Price s‘ 18
All time fovorite mystery ond od-
wventure series books. Other series
include Bobbsey Twins and Nancy
Drew.

AMERICAN TOY
TOY CHEST
With Book Shelves
Everyday
Low Price
Ook wood-grain finish. ~ Sliding
cholkboard doors, *36" wide by
17 %" deep by 41" high

29150 W. 7 MILE RD.
7 Mile at Middlebelt
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MODERN CRAFT
26" ROUND
TABLESET
Everyda;
Breer 31496
The perfect gift for any little girl.
26" round table with two chai

SAFE-T-SEAT
PONY PAL 87
£
frender 314

It's a walker, rocker and an activity
learning toy! Sturdy construction.
Non-toxic colors. Comes with pony
bells & tray.

27000 TELEGRAPH RD.

12 Mile and Telegraph

SOUTHFIELD

ROTH AMERICAN
PEGASUS
SPRING HORSE
Everyday
Low Price
Fully detoiled saddle. Tubular steel
frame construction, Provides hours
of fun for little tos,

32700 JOMNR 14
John R and 14Mile Rd.

MADISON HTS.

GARTON
10" TRIKE

Everyday
Low Price

5797
Heavy duty sturdy trome. Hand+

grips and comfortgble saddle.
Chrome handlebars.” °

OXFORD
Boys’ or Girls’ 26"
LIGHTWEIGHT

Everyday 3-974
Low Price $

“Cooster broke, kickstond, chrome
handlebars and rims. Comes with o
durable point finish. A real buy!

33 EUREKA RD

Eureka at Trenton
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