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Newburg Seeks New Answer To ‘Racism’

By MARGARET MILLER

'In a developing fellowship
with the congregation of a
!arge black church in nor-

THE REV. WILLIAM RITTER and his wife Chris greeting members of
Scott Memorial United Methodist Church in Detroit after one of his two

thwest Detroit, Newburg
United Methodist Church of
Livonia is seeking an answer
to the perennial Christian
problem of “coming to grips

Sundays of preaching there during October.

CHURCH UF CHHIST

35475 Fi
BIBLE SCHOOL 9:30
WORSHIP SERVICE 1

Max Loptland.
Mauk McGitviey, Associate Miister

33111 Ford Rosd
1100 Wast Ann Arbor Teait
30825 Grand Aver Avenue
NEWBURG UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
38600 Ane Arbor Trs

a e M
Rev Ban Bohasack, Asy't Miuster
22-0149
Warship and Church School
9:30 and 11:00 3 m.

MEMORIAL CHURCH OF CHHIST
(CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

45
6:30 pm. Youth Meetings and £ l!mng Wal:nl;x

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Churches of the area cordially invite
you to attend their services. Sunday
School is conducted at the same hour
as church, and care is provided for
children of pre-Sunday School age.
FOURTH CHURCH. Detroit ..
24400 W Sovan Mils nast Telegraon
EIGHTH CHURCH. Detroit .
20011 Grand River st Evsrgraen Ad.
FIRST CHURCH, Garden City

FIRST CHURCH, Plymouth ...
FIRST CHURCH, Farmington .....

WEDNESOAY TESTIMONIAL MEETINGS HELD AT 8 PM

UNITED METHODIST

Call 261-8600 Ext 254

Livonia

nurseries provided

At Condimoning

Hours of Service

ALDERSGATE
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
rsators Tomesvel
10000 Beach Daly Road
[Between Plymouth and West Chicagal

6337905

nsters
Wim G Wager and W M Smuth
D of Educaton, Mrs Theo Waght

MOANING WORSHIP
830 ar -

Churth Schoot 9 30 and 11
Baby care provded for all sarvices

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

of Gerden City J 7
€443 Merriman Rosd
Phone: 421-8628 s
Mimster Aev Glenn Kieflberg.
'SUNDAY SCHOOL
930 Sunday Schoal
Nursery thiough adults
10.45 Morning Warshp
and Chidron Sermon
30 Junior &
Semor High UM.Y.F.

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
of Plymouth

45201 worth Terntoris)
4535280

Paul M Cargo and Daan A Kiump
930 & 11 am Worship Service
urch School
930 Nursery-Adults
11:00 Nursery - 5 year olds.

METHODIST CHURCH
30450 Farmington Noad

Between 13 a0d 14 Mie

]
ORCHARD UNITED

NARDIN PARK
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Farmington 4768280
29587 West 11 Mile Road

“BLESS THIS
HOUSE"

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
of Farmington
33112 Grand Niver _ GR 48873

with whiteness in the middle in the midst of a “‘getting-to-
of a vacuum.” know-you" project with Scott

The words are those of the Memorial United Methodist
Rev. William A. Ritter, whose Church, a cungregauon
1,100-member congregation is similar to Newburg in size,
budget and member com-
poSition.

So far the Livonia church
and Scott Memorial, located
at Wyoming and West
Chicago, have exchanged
pastors for two consecutive
Sundays, joined in a family
retreat and begun a family-
matching “Pal” program.

On Sunday, Dec. 3, the
choirs of the two churches will
fill each other’s lofts, giving
Newburg and Scott still
another link in a hoped-for
chain of familiarity, and
therefore understanding.

THE WHOLE PROGRAM is
designed as one solution to a
t .problem articulated this way
by Rev. Ritter:

““Every church in a situation
like ours is still faced with the
question of how do you build
real bridges of racial un-
derstanding, how do you begin
to accept black people where
there are no black people
around?”

Several aspects of the
program that began coming
together during the last
Lenten season seem im-
portant to Rev. Ritter in view
of the “'polarization” he sees
as a result of the busing issue.

“First,” he said, “there’s
nothing  paternalistic about
this situation. This church is
as big as ours, and its budget
is a little larger. Its members
are roughly comparable from
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pulpit exchange, and the
relationship being developed
has been at* the pace in-
dividuals wanl and no faster.

“And | feel the timing is
important becanse of the
busing dispute,” he declared.

“The entire metropolitan
Detroit area is being ripped
apart emotionally by this
issue.

““I can understand the cries
of many who look at the
diversilies in our little corner
of the world and say busing is
not the answer~that it's ar-
tificial, forced, unnaturat and
involuntary.

an economic and occupational
standpoint.

“Scott moved from the
lower east side to northwest
Detroit because its mem-
bership moved--<in other
words, it has been through the
same dilemma faced by many
white suburban churches.

“As 1 put it to my
congregation, ‘They definitely
don’t want our old hymn-
books.™"

ALSO,

HE SAID, the in-

vitation for the fellowship
came from Scott Memorial's
pastor,
Scavella,

the Rev. David
during a Lenten

“But we of the church really
have to ask ourselves if we are
then serious about finding a
solulion that is unforced, far
more natural and completely
voluntary.

“If we can't do it with
society at large, can we at
least begin with a group of
fellow Christians who happen
to be black?"”

REV. RITTER said
Newburg has had a history of
working toward racial un-
derstanding.

A number of years ago, he
pointed out, the congregalion
had worked with Westland St.
James church, on Annapolis
Road where Westland and
Inkster come together.

“But that was a much
smaller congregation, and no
malter how hard anyone tried
it tended to be a benevolent
kind of relationship,” he said.

“Then came the spirit of
black separatism, and all

attempts at bridge-building
went out the window. We tries
some seminars on racism, but

found we were largely
operating in a vacuum
ve lived in white

because
suburbi:

That, he said, was the spirit
that prevailed when he and
Rev. Scavella first got
together and began talking of
the fellowship. After the in-
vitation, the boards of the two
churches held several joint
sessions and came up with
several aims for this year.

The Pal program is just
beginning; he said, and about
20 families ir Vewburg have
voluntcered, avwg Wwith a
smaller number trom Scott.

*There is a certain fear on
their part of being used,” he
said, “but we find this fear is
slowly becoming less.”

The pulpit exchange, he
said. was deemed successful.
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