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HITTING THE BACKBOARD-FLOOR-BROKEN ARM -- Thurston’s Bill
VanAlsten received a compound fracture on this play against North Farm-

Suburban bask

He hit the

ington in

with his right arm on an attempted block. flipped to the floor and landed on

his left arm. {Observer photos by Tom Donoghue)

Injuries Take Toll

‘Limping’ Thurston Falls To North

By TOM DONOGHUE
Sports Editor

Hopes of a winning
basketball season have been
known to dwindle to nil, come
the haif - way point, for
countless prep teams.

Thurston High School, by
fate and not choice or lack of
good basketball, has just
about reached that point after
only three games.

The 712 - 13 cage season
appeared good at Thusston,
with Dan Bennett taking over
the reins, and all signs were
“go" toward a winning season
and a shot at the Northwest
Suburban title.

Before the season’s first tip -
off, Thurston ran into its first
yield sign when junior stan-
dout Dave Harding tran-
sferred to Catholic Central.

THE EAGLES and Coach
Bennett knew they would miss
Harding but they knew they
could work arosnd his loss.
The Eagles opened with an
overtime loss to an ex-
perienced Stevenson squad, 76
- 75, and fell to Churchill the
next night, 74 - 72.

1t looked like just a matter
of time before Bennett and his
Eagles would jell and take
charge.

THE CHARGE was then
halted, the jell meited and
Thurston has all but run up its
white flag.

North Farmington toppled
Thurston in the Northwest
Suburban opener, 63 - 53, but
more important and more
disheartening was the loss of
two Thurston cagers to the
disabled roster.

Thurston’s leading scorer,
Steve Hunter, sprained his
ankle in the third quarter and
with some luck will return to
the lineup after the holidays.

The crushing blow came
with one minute elapsed in the
final quarter when North
Farmington’s Gasior broke
for the basket. Thurston’s
John Roy and Bill VanAlsten
drove in with Gasior.

VanAlsten leaped high and
hit his right arm against the
backboard.

THE EAGLE forward then
fiipped and tumbled to the
court with a compound
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fracture in his left arm which
cracked when he hit the floor.

Both Hunter and Vanalsten
were taken to Botsford
Hospital and VanAlsten later
was moved to Oakwood in
Dearborn to under - Eo
surgery.

“It was a bad night all
around,” sighed Bennett. “It
isreally going to be rough now
but we will show up and the
kids will keep on scrambling.
They are not going to quit.”

*VanALSTEN was the team

were hitting and North had
built up a seven point margin.

Thurston just couldn't work
the ball in for a good shot and
fell behind at the half, 30 - 25.

Parker connected on two
quick buckets to open the
second halfl and North was up
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NORTH FARMINGTON (63)
T*

hustler, he made us click,” " g

added Bennett.

For North Farmington and
Coach Ken Deanit was victory
Ne. 2 and one step in the right
direction of taking the Nor-
thwest title away [rom
Franklin, which also won its
opener against Garden City
East.

“We stuck to our game plan
and made Thurston shoot
from the outside,” said Dean.
“They (Thurston) didn't fast -
break as 1 expected and it was
just a super defensive effort.”

Alfter one guarter, Thurston
and the Raiders from North
were deadlocked at 16 - all.

North’s defense went flo
work in the second quarter
and Thurston was without a
two - pointer for 7:17.
Meanwhile the Raiders’ Dave
Ellsworth and Kim Parker

GC East
Tourney
Saturday

This weekend marks the
16th annual Garden City East
Wrestling Invitational, with 16
schools in competition.

Preliminaries kick off
Friday at 4 p.m., semi - finals
are set for Saturday at 1 p.m.
with finals Saturday at 7 p.m.

Schools competing for the
title are: Annapolis, AA
Huron, Belleville, Bentley,
Crestwood, Edsel Ford,
Franklin, GC East, GC West,
John Glenn, Redford Union,
Romulus, Stevenson, Thur-
ston, Wayne and Melvindale.
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by nine. Hunter sprained his
ankle for Thurston and the
needed scoring punch was

gone. .
Offensive fouls started

taking their toll on Thurston
and the Eagles trailed 44 - 33
going into the final eight
minutes.

VanALSTEN FELL to the
floor and broke his arm and alt
but broke Thurston's
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basketball hopes for 72 - '73.

Two technicals followed,
one by each side, and the
Raiders coasted to a 10 point
victory.

Each squad came up with a
34 per cent average from the
floor, North hitting on 22 of 64 |

and Thurston 21 of 61.

North was paced by a
balanced attack of Gasior and
Fredericks with 13 points each
and Parker and Elisworth
with 12 apiece. Thurston's
Kevin Keenan and Mark
Falvo nelted 10 each.
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Tourney

Card

NORTHWEST SUBURBAN TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, Dec. 18

Game No. 1 - N. Farmington vs Henry Ford at RU. 7
.m.

me No. 2 - Redford Union vs WL Western at RU, 8:
p.m.

Game No. 3 - Bentley vs WL Central at Farmington, 7

8%

p.m.
Game Na. 4 - Farmington vs Detroit Redford at Farm-
ington, 8:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, Dac. 19
Game No. 5 - Winner No. 1 vs Winner No. 2 at RU, 7

p.m.
Game Na. 6 - Winnder No. 3 vs Winner No. 4 at RU. 8:
30 p.m.
Game No. 7 - Loser No. 1 vs Loser No. 2 at Farming-
ton, 7 p.m.
Game No 8 - Laser No. 3 vs Loser No. 4 at Farming:
ton. 8:30 pm.

WEDNESDAY. Dec. 18
Game Na 9 - Loser No. 5 vs Loser No. 6 at RU. 7 p.m.
Game No. 10 - Winner No. 5 vs Winner No. 6 at RU, 8:
30 p.m.
Game No. 11 - Loser No. 7 vs Loser No. 8 at Farming-
ton, 7 p.m.
Game No. 12 - Winner No. 7 vs Winner No. 8 at Farm-
ington, 8:30 p.m.

CHURCHILL HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT
TUESDAY, Dec. 18

ame No. 1 - Stevensen vs Thurston at Chruchill, 7

m.

ame No. 2 - Churchill vs Piymouth at Churchill, 3

THURSDAY, Dec. 21
ame Na. 3 - Loser No. 1 vs Loser No. 2 at Churchill, 7
.m.

me No. 4 - Winner No. 1 vs Winner No. 2 at Church-
.9 p.m.

BELLEVILLE KOLIDAY TOURNEY

TUESDAY, Dec. 19

X Game No 1 - John Glenn vs Cherry Hill at Belloville, 7

yabed et

K e
= Game No. 2 - Wayne vs Belleville at Belleville, 8:30

N2 p.m.

b THURSDAY, Dec. 21

T§ Gome No. 3 - Loser No. 1 vs Loser No. 2 at Belleville,

p.m.
Game No. 4 - Winner No. 1 vs Winner No. 2 at Belle-
ville, 8:30 p.m.
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Choose your weapon.

Basketball
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2 Year Warranty

Completely Instalied
Wath Set.up

Mot Types

Open Daily 9 10 7
28915 Joy Road, Westland
GA 2-20

Rag. $148

TELEVISION
SERVICGE CENTER, Inc.

Since 1952
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wDont YOU Agre® snow removal equipment.
Th from
20th Anniversary Sale
Do-It-Yourselfers RCA Col ‘{gtemaﬂ?nol Harvester have

weapans
foryoutowinthe waragainst
winter. The walk-behind snow
blower, the riding mower and
the lawn and garden fractor.
Every one of them s
designed and englneeredto

make It as easy aswe know how.

Ali you foot soldierstake a

look at the walk-behind snow
blower. Its sell-propelled,
winterized to start at sub-zero
temperatures, and blazes a trall
26 Incheswide.

Forthose of you withmore
1and to patrol, we suggest you
do a hitch with us. We've gota
range of snow throwers (from 32
way up to 42 inches wide) that
easily attachto our riding
mowers and tractors. Then they
faunch the snow up, up and out
of the way. You aim it anywhere

youwantit from the driver's seat.
While you're up there, get
the feel of power that takes you
through the snowlest temain.
Then think about how easy we
can help you plant next spring,
mow nextsummer and sweep
next fatl. After all, couldn't
youuse a litfle more year
‘round relief? Come intoday.

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CO.

31666 8 MILE ROAD ‘@ FARMINGTON @ 476-0960
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