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Al a ski writer needs to
inspire him is freshly falling
snow. It also seems to inspire
all his friends who come up
with some great ideas on what
to wrile about. In spite of
them, [ think I'll write about
something else.

Let's discuss equipment.
For the beginner, you're
better off renting equipment
until you find that skiing is
your thing. You can rent at ski
areas or local ski shops. 1
prefer local shops because you
can try on the boots at your
leisure and in many instances,
the equipment is newer.

Several of the local ski areas
keep their equipment for
several years and you are
usually given a pair of boots
that a thousand people have
worn. You also take a chance
on having a a ski area run out
of rental equipment. This
happened to my daughter last
year and she was very
disappointed.

If you have your own
equipment you'd be smart to
go to the local ski shop and
have them adjust your bin-
dings. There is nothing more
frustrating then to have your
bindings set too loose and your
ski come off while youre
walking. And there’s nothing
more dangerous than to have
the bindings set too tight. They
are supposed to be ‘‘release”
bindings and should release
when you fall forward, back-
ward or sideways.

There are almost as many
different_bindings on the
market there are skis.
Unless you are buying a
package, vour bindings are
separate from your skis.
Whatever you buy, make sure
the salesman explains the
mechanics and adjustment.
Don't fall for that “‘any child
can adjust” business. Your ski
shop will adjust those bindings
according to your height,
weight and skilng ability. 1f
you are a [requent skier they
probably should be checked
{wice a year. Better to be safe
than sorry

1f you have a fear of height
and you're not in the greatest
condition, why don't you try
cross-country skiing? The
Viking Ski shop is offering
instruction and  rental
equipment each Saturday and
Sunday at Hawthorne Valley
Golf Club. I'll be there Sunday
at 1 pm. to try it out. It's a
great way lo get in shape!

How many of you have used
equipment that you'd like to
sell? Or how many of you
would like to buy some used
equipment? T've had several
inquiries aboul used
children's equipment. I know
the problem of keeping kids in
boots each year.

It would be nice if I could set
upaswap shop, but it requires
a lot of time and effort and 1
have neither. But I've come up
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with an idea that may be
feasible.

1f you would drop me a card
with a description of the
equipment, size and asking
price, I'll have my secretary
compile a list and mail it to
each one of you. Enclose a
stamped, self - addressed
envelope and enclose your
phone number as well. Send it
to me, c/o Livonia Family Y,
14255 Stark Road, Livonia, Mi.
48154, or drop it off. The
sooner the better.

‘The snow conditions were
great at Mt. Brighton last
week. The turnout for our
Ladies Ski Day was small but
enthusiastic. They all ap-
peared to have one thing in
common, aside from being
lovely, and that was a sense of
humor. (I use the past tense
because 1 left before their
class was over.}

The first time on skis is a
traumatic experience for a lot
of people. I remember one
brunette last year who was
doing fine until she had to
learn to ride the tow rope. This
“monster” has discouraged
more beginning skiers than
{alling down a hundred times.
If you're not careful, you can
have your arms wrenched
from your shoulders and be
pulled flat on your face. This
gal was and hasn’t forgotten it
to this day.

Approach that rope \vuh
caution! Make sure your skis
are pointing uphill, about a
foot apart from each other,
knees bent, weight on the balls
of your feet and not forward!
Let the rope slide between
your hands and gradually
tighten your grip. You'll find
yoursell  being  pulled
gradually forward. Relax,
keep those knees bent and
don't sit down!

1t someone in front of you
falls, don't panic. Relax your
grip and let go of the rope. Dig
your poles behind you into the
snow to keep yourself from
falling backward. Wait for the
poor soul that fell to get out of
the way and then start the
whole process over.

Ifit's you that fell, get out of
the way right away. Roll over
if you have to. Riding two
rapes is an incentive to im-
prove your skiing so that you
can ride chairlifts or go to
areas that have T-bars or
poma lifts. Or better yet,
gondolas or cable cars!

Ski Heill Churchill Stunned...

Dunked By Western

Churchill High Schoo! does
not like to lose.

In fact, the Chargers hate to
lose so much that they went 8-0
during football season.

Next on the conquest list
was the '72-'73 basketball

season.

Churchill opened with
victories over Thurston and
Dearborn and was set, so
Coach  Pat  Montagano
thought, for the Western Six
opener with Walled Lake
Western.

The Chargers are out to
defend their first cage litle
and are favored to do so.

WALLED LAKE Western
had a dll[erem idea.

Churchill lost.

The deciding factor was the
third quarter, *‘the worst
quarter of basketball ever
played at Churchill,” ac-
cording to Montagano.

Churchill hit on only two of
19 from the floor and blew a 33-
28 halftime lead to trail going
into the fourth period, 42:37,
and ended up on the short end
of a 61-57 score.

“1t was just one of those
nights,”” said Montagano.
“Having Phil Skender out of
the lineup with a sprained
ankle didn't help the cause

ang.”
Skender had averaged 15
points per game in the first
two outings.
The contest opened wilh

Churchill hitting seven of 18
from the floor in the first
quarter and jumping to a 22-12
advantage with Bob Blaies
scoring five and Phil
Damaska eight.

THE CHARGER attack
slowed down in the second,
being outscored 16-11, cutling
the halftime margin to 33-28.

Then came the disastrous
third quarter, Western 14 and
Churchill four.

“We plain out lost
something in that third
quarter,” added Montagano.

Churchill bounced back in
the fourth, regained its
composure and moved to
within four with 1:57 to show

WL Central Nips
Spartans, 64-63

Free throw shooting is
starting to take its toll at
Stevenson High.

The favored club to upend
Walled Lake Central in the
Inter - Lakes basketball
conference missed 18 from the
charity line and feli to Central,
64 - 63, the same score by
which Stevenson lost to
Redford Union only three
nights before.

“\We played a poor defense
and were terrible at the free
throw line,”” said Stevenson
Coach George Van Wagoner,
whose Spartans now stand 1.2
overall and travel to Wailed
Lake Western Friday.

A total of 72 fouls was called
in the 32 minute contest, with

Stevenson having five players
foul out and Central four.

“THE LAST TIME I had
five players foul out was in my
first game as coach back in
1952, said Van Wagoner. “'We
fell behind and had to play
catch up basketball and go
after the ball.”

“Free throw shooting can
make or break you and it
broke us.™

Central led after one
quarter, 17 - 11, and stayed on
top at the half, 42 - 30.
Stevenson came back at the
Walled Lake team with 14 in
the third and 19 in the fourth,
holding Central to 22 points in
the second half but just
couldn't come up with the
pressure bucket.

With  three  seconds
remaining, Jeff Matar sank
two free throws to put
Stevenson within one and that
was the closest the Spartans
could get all night.

STEVENSON RIT 22 of 66
from the floor for 33 per cent
while Central connected on

only 19 of 58 for 33 per cent

also. The big difference was at

the free throw line where

Central made good on 26 of 38

and Stevenson only 19 of 37.
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But don’t get
‘We all have te crawl before we
can walk, and fall before we
ski. It's a matter of building
confidence. That’s part of the
instructors’ jobs. A good in-
structor can make all the
difference in the world. His
job is not only to teach, but to
sympathize, rationalize,
motivate, stimulate and instill
the confidence in yourself that
enables you to prnfress
rapidly.

Falecon Wrestlers

Chalk Up 2nd Win

Farmington's wrestling
squad chalked up victory No.
2, both of them against
Suburban Eight foes.

The Faicon grapplers
toppled Redford Union in their
opener, 42-18, and followed
with a 50-8 lashing over
Livonia Bentley.

The  Farmington-Bentley
meel started off in a “void"
manner.

Bentley's Scott Fresik at 98
pounds was awarded victory
and six points as Farmington
had no 98 pound wrestler.

Then at 105 pounds, Far-
mington's Dan Longlime was
awarded a win and six points
when Bentley had no wrestler
in that class.

The only other points
Bentley could muster was in
the following match at 112
pounds. Pete Beck decisioned

John Osentoski, 4-0, and the
rest helonged to the Falcons.
At 119 pounds, Bill Mason
pinned Bill Wood in 3:40, and
at 126 pounds, Dave Donovan
decisioned Steve Ross, 3-0.

FARMINGTON'S P.J.
Harte outscored Jim Eagan in
the 132 pound slot, 62, and
Mark Churella decisioned
Bentley's Doug Whistler in the
138 pound class, 22-12. At 145
pounds, Jack Gardner pinned
Rick White in 2:55.

Jeff Krause decisioned
Chuck Romano at 155 pounds,
131, and Jim Mascow pinned
Bob Baker in 4:30 at 167
pounds. Mark Walsh followed
suit at 185 pounds over Greg
Burke in 0:55 as did
heavywxegm Kevin Schaefer
with a pin over Sam Ab-
delnour in 2:55.
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
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DALY 108 pm,
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on the clock. A traveling call
nullified one bucket and
Western broke into a stali and
chalked up victory No. 3.

Walled Lake hit 23 of 47 from
the floor for 49 per cent while
Churchill sputtered at 26 per
cent, 17 of 65.

“This is the lowest shooting
percentage 1 have ever had in
my coaching years at Chur-
chill,” said Montagano.

Churchill won the game on
the boards, 32-25, with Mark
Reed hauling in 16 rebounds to
head the Chargers’ 18 of-
fensive and 14 defensive
collections.

Walled Lake had four
players in double figures with
Tony Howell scoring 15, John
Pranger 14 and Gary Moyski
and Kevin Tobel adding 10
each.

DAMASKA PACED
Churchill with 19, followed by
Reed’s 11 and Den Phillips
with 10. Don Braun, who had
scored 14 and 15 in Churchill's
first two games, was held to
one field goal in the first
quarter and four of seven at
the line.

The Chargers host Nor-
thville Friday in their second
Western Six Clash before the
four-team holiday tournament
with Thurston, Plymouth and
Stevenson.

“We will* bounce back,”
concluded  Montagano. “‘We
are too good a ball club not
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Prep Schedule

BASKETBALL
FRIDAY
St. Agatha at M. Cormel
Edol Focd at Bentley
Bishop Gellagher at Borgess
Northile at Churchitl
't W. Bloomfiald

Tharston st Franklin
GC Eastat John Glenn
GC Wastat Crestwood
Ok Park at N. Farmington
Baitaville a1 Plymouth
Southisld at Hazel Park
RO Dendero st Lathrup
Stovenson at WL Wostern

TUESDAY
Franklin &t GC West
Ker GC East

HOCKEY
WEDNESDAY

Stevanson at Wyandotta. 8 p.m.
tathrup vs Franklin (Ford), B p.m.

THURSDAY
Stevenson st Lathrup. 3 p.m.

FRIDAY
Bentley vs Frankiin {Ford). 7 p.m.
‘Southtield vs Churchill (Ford],
m.

MONDAY
Stevanson 81 Assumption
(Windsorh, 3:30 pm

SWIMMING

THURSDAY
RU, Churchill at NF, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
Schoolcraft Invitational. 10 a.m

SATURDAY
Schoolcraht Invitationat, 10 a.m.
Closanceville 2t Bolteville
Rochester Relays
N. Farmington Relays. 7 p.m.

TUESDAY
Southti
Annapolis at GC Was

WRESTLING

WEDNESDAY
Ramulus at John Glenn

THURSDAY
Hightand Park at Harrison
N. Farmington at WL Cantrat
Plymouth at Allen Park
RY at Bellaville
Claranceville 8t Sorgess.
Churchitl at Fordson

SATURDAY
GE East Invitational

TUESDAY
Southtield at Lathwup

(Meets 21630 pm]

GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL

‘WEDN ESDAV

Churchit at Mots, 3:30 5 m.

THURSDAY
Clarencevitie st . Bloomtield

FRIDAY
Frankiin at Stevenson, 3 p.m.
Northwille at Harison, 3:30 p.m.

MONDAY
Harrizan st Kettering, 3.30 p.m.

TUESDAY
NF at A Huron, 4 o m
Clackaton at Clarencevills. 7 p.m.

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
WEDNESDAY

RO Doncero a1 Lathrup. 4 pm.

THURSDAY
Bargess a1 Ladywood. 745 p

SUNDAY
Pontisc C. at St. Agathe. 3 45 p.m.

MONDAY
tathtup at Eisenhower. 4 p m

s o any cat rk
Qe inqures weic

TRADER TIMS

32405 FORD RD
Garden City

425-1090 )
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Come onover!

size that's right for
you. Sunday Driver?,
Trail Buff? Racer?
Come on over.
We've got your size.

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED

Choose From These Nationally-Known

Golf Clubs - 1972 Madels - Slesl 30% off
A, DU

H & B POWER BUILTS
GORMAN, etc.

47000 POWELL ROAD

They're all comin‘over

CHIEFS!

Arctic/Kawasalis from 292sto 4405
NOW IN STOCK! '

Come on over and pick your power froma
full line of Arctic/Kawasaki engines. From
the spunky 250cc to the big-hearted 440cc.
Select the Cat and the engine

the
a

SAFETY HELMETS
Your Charce Sohdt Black

REG.
1988

s1408

Baked Eramel SPANIS“ WINE PROFESSIONAL SNOWMOBIE
RED G.I. GAS CAN SKIN BAGS SKI GOGGLES
A —
) oot 3P et ong roen i
o 2% $2%

Complete Wheel
Bearing Kit
FITS MOST SNOWMOBILE
TRAILERS. CONTENTS:

29144643 Cove Beatings
10 Cup Bearngs

‘Grease Seat
Grease (Dt Coo

#5.95 (1 wheell

MOUNTED

SPARE Tlﬂa
& WHEEL

4-pLy
AATING

81 gQEJ

o

IPASSENGER

S1 zgsn

SLED moorers

@ Auwacte Biscx Fueigats

MODEL

LUMBER
EENTER

ety ]

IOURS:!

MON.-FRI. 9 AM.-9 P.M. 5AT.9AM -6 P.M.
SUNDAY 10 AM.-5 P.M.

e of Old. Fashioned Service.

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD

Ph. GA 2-1000




