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Green Thumb

By GEORGE ABRAHAM

Az

Home gardeners like to cuss
moths and butterflies in
summer, but in fall many use
them to predict what kind of a
winter we'll have.

Can the banded woolly bear
and other caterpillars be
depended upon to tell what
kind of a winter we're in for?

Many think so, including my
own wife who's been studying
the woolly bear [or years.

You'll be interested to know,
first, that there are more than
20,000 Kinds of butterflies, and
four times that many moths,
so there's really noshortage of
weather prophets, if you want
to take up the subject of
predicling the weather ahead.

If you take a look at the
wooly bear caterpillar, you'll
note it has a shiny fur coat,
coal black at the ends and a
rich chestnut - brown in the
center. The tips represent fall
and spring, and the middle
represents winter. According
to those who know weather
forecasting, if the rich brown
color in the middle is long, it
means. a long. tough winter is
in store. But if the band is

Houseplunt

Houseplants may need larger
containers when roots appear
on the soil surface and protrude
out drainage holes.

Invert the plants. tap the
containers on the edge of a
bench and remove the plants
with soil from the pots. If the
soil is covered with a network
of roots. transfer the plants.

According to a Pennsylvania
State University correspond-
ence course on houseplants.
repotting can be done any
season. A good time is when
plants begin active growth as in
early spring.

BEGONIAS, ferns and other
plants grown for their folixge
need repotting every two or

short, you're in for a mild
winter.

Entomologists have tested
this theory fer years and no
scientific results have been
published that we know of. In
some areas, the wooly bear
caterpillar has a long brown
segment, indicating you’d
better buy some winter un-
derwear and keep your snow
shovel.

A wild, woolly winter is in
the makings, if you read the
caterpillars correctly.

Other signs include: heavy
crops of fruit, nuts and
berries; hives full of honey. As
vou stroll thru the woods note
the crap of nuts on oaks,
beeches and other plants. Old
folks say these bumper crops
mean a tough, cold winter is in
the works.

How about your onion skins?
Are they thick and tough?
“Onion skin thick and tough,
coming winter cold and

rough." Some say that if your
corn husks were thick and

tough, a rugged winter is
ahead. .

Course Giren

pot six inches in diameter
needs one inch of broken
crockery or gravel. When repot-
ting orchids and cacti. fill the
pots one - third full of drainage
material before putting in the
soil.

These and many other practi-
cal tips on selecting and grow-
ing houseplants in the home are
included in the course.

To secure a copy send your
name and address to House-
plants. Box 5.000. University
Park, Pa. 16802. Make checks
in the amount of $4.65 payable
to The Pennsylvania State
University. There are no other
charges and a complete course
copy comes to you by mail.

GREEN THUMB NOTE: If 4

you're a woolly bear watcher,
please write and tel! me how
you predict winters. What
otker methoeds do you use for

predicting mild or wild win-

ters? I would like to hear from
any one who follows this
fascinating subject. I'm
preparing a leaflet on “"How to
Predict the Winters™ and need
your help in gathering in-
formation for it.

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:
A reader writes: “I keep
reading about new grasses
which can be used to renovate
the lawn. Please tell us if these
are better than the old ones.”

Send me a self - addressed,
stamped envelope for a copy
of my bulletin, “How to
Renovate the Lawn.” It tells
about using many new
grasses.
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three years. Select
with diameters one - third to
one - hall the plants’ heights. A
begonia 12 inches tall needs a
pot four to six inches in diame-
ter.

Provide drainage in the
bottoms of the containers. A

Room Comes to Life
IS interesting basement
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GIFT-MAKING IDEA --
Ever think of using cotton
swabs on the wall? Here's
how: create a picture of a
Victorian-styled house by
gluing swabs against a
bright-colored cotton
fabric. Glue on cotton
embroidery trim for shrub-
bery, and set the finished
picture in a simple black
frames.

GIET

{Marie Long, longtime col-
umnist of local events in the
. Farmington Enterprise and Ob-
server, had a bee problem. She
. called on Hector McGregor to
help get rid of them. The follovv-
ing is a letter Mrs. Long re-
ceived from McGregor.)

Thope I succeeded in getting
the honey bees all out of your
house. They were in a very
difficult place right by the
chimney, up and down inside,
and up and down the wall.

It was with regret that 1
finally had to exterminate
them. If it is at all possible T
will try lo save the honey bees
because they are a great
benefit to the neighboring
community in their pollination
work. Itisreally a sad thing to

be forced to eliminate them
altogether.

1 call them “honey birds
from heaven.”

Anyone with the problem of
having any type of bees in
their house or a place near
human activity had better get
an experienced person to get
them out or send for the
booklet *Remaving Bees and
Wasps from Home Area” by
Dr. E.C. Martin, Department
of Entomology, Michigan
State University, East Lan-
sing, Michigan, 48823; or, the
District Agricultural Ex-
tension office in my area.

Donot try just anything that
is recommended for ordinary
insects. *Just anything” will
really make more problems.

In most cases honey bees are
gentle and do not wish to make
enemies with us. They con-
sider themselves friends and
would delight in making you
some extra honey for any help
you can give them.

WHEN WE PLACE empty
frames (combs) for them they
delight in going to work on
them and getling them filled
again when they have ample
stores for their winter supplies
already. This proves that
these little creatures would
not sting you unless you make
them suspicious and make
them believe you are going to
steal their winter stores.

Our “honey birds" pay very
little attention to us when we

He Calls Them ‘Honey

Birds From Heaven’

take our honey and place new
frames for them to keep busy.

‘When we get honey bees out
of a house we place a hive near
their place in the house and
try to make them see that it is
better than where lhey are.
This can be done by making it
uncomfortable where they
are. As the hive is right near,
they will sometimes go right
in and at the same time get all
the honey out of the house.

It takes a pretty smarl
beekeeper to get them to do
this. We try lo get young
beekeepers started by getting
their bees that way and learn
how to keep the “honey birds"
calm so they want to live with
us the way we want them to.
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