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Out Of Prison A fter 40 Years,
;nds Way To Help Others

By CORINNE ABATT

“Sometimes in a man’s life,
he should have a few winning
marks ~'a few scores hes
made.” -

James ‘Spivey, director of
“'We Care,’* a vocational

. training project for ex
convicts, speaks from ‘ex-
perience: After spending
almost 40 years in Michigan
prisons, he_is chalking up
enough winning marks to fill a
school blackboard. ~

IT BEGAN the day he
walked out the prison gate a
free man,

.He had been asked by a

counselor to take -over as:

director of a half - way house
in Detroit run by the Capuchin
Fathers. From there he went
to work | for the. Capuchin
Community Center.

Soon after, he encountered
Rev. Louis Gerhardl and a
group’ from the North
Congregational Church. of
Southfield, who, were looking
for a particular man to hiead a
project to aid men newly
released from prison.

“Jim Spivey was the right
man!” Rev. Gerhardt says.

He was intimately aware of
the need to which the: North
Church group had committed
themselves.

Last June with a budget of
$3,000, a large, but very dirt;
room at (34 E. Elizabeth in
Detroil, two boxes (one for a
desk and; one for a stool), he
opened MWe Care” Even
before the phone was  in-

stalled, people were coming |

for help.

Since June, more than 600
men who have served time in
prisons- have contacted and -
! gotten help from the program.
| Spivey has also worked with a
i number of families of men in
i prison. ‘

HE 1S, WORKING now on
eslabhshmga busing program
.so families can make prison
visits \Ian) exist on ADC

Money for travel is out
f 1e question. It costs $60 for
nd trip ticket to the
prikon at Marquette, hall of
many ADC food budgets for a
month. Years may go by
wifhout the man ever seeing
his family.

Catholic Central High
School has agreed to loan a
bus for a weekend trip to
Marquette. Spivey plans to
arrange regular free bus
|ransp0rlal|ul1 Lo all Michigan
prisons. He is scouting for
moreé buses that can be used
for weekend trips.

*“The welfare of his family is
a great concern to a man in
prison. 1f he lays awake at
night wondering over and over
“how's my family doing,’ then
he is tense and nervous.
Talking to his family eases his

mind. 1 h? can see his
children, feel his children,
hold his children, . the

pressures get less, and he can
think more logicall

Not seeing his family can be
just one mote frustration in a
long line that evemnally spells
total defeat.

The purpase of “*We Care” is
to open the doors to success
once the man is released.

“QOPPORTUNITIES for
people like these must be
found if we are serious about
building a better society.”

Spivey estimates 75 per cent

prisoners dropped out of
2hool before 10th grade. Only
a token few acquire any skills
toserve them when Lhey come
oul. The opportunities suﬂpl\
aren't available.

For e‘(amplc there may be
places for 20 in the machine
shoppl a 4,000 population
prison. Others who make
license plates or work in the.
Lailor shop find their skills are
useless upon release.

So the man is released with
s5 inhis pocket and, as Spivey
describes, “his nerves as tight
as a guilar string or a drum
he:

ad.”
1N PRISON. the man earned
25 cents a day for his labor,
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hardly enough to cover,
cigarettes, todthpaste and
razor blades. |

“We Care” |will provide
survival tools of job training
and more! A feeling of con-
tidence (hat heican make it,
the ability to lbok an employer
in the eye and say, *1 can lo
the job, [ Enn mcL'l and handle
situations." |

“There isn't a human being
alive who doesn' | want lo live
decently. They mlss because
some don’L know huw and very
few have the pauqnce to teach
him how to live decenlly

“The only thing!he knows is
how to strike back. Then,
society will say {he’s a five
time loser, an _ incorrigible
The more lm\esm happens,
the worse it

THE l\l\lEDI.—\TE needs of

i
|

SPIVEY .
“We Care” an‘a
equipment and funds.
Donated equipment is
needed for a television repair
program. He alﬁo hepes one or

two: training
ds.

|
|
|
1

‘ ‘There
human

being
who doesn’t want to
Ilve decently.’

isn’t. .a
alive

for the pasition at the halfway
house. It -had been closed
twice.

“The guys there were
stealing everything. They
came up with the idea lhal
someone who had served time
and knew the guys might be
more successful.

“F asked them to show me
the rules. They gave me a
folded shegt with rules on four
sides. 1 asked Lhem, ‘Why do
you feel this is necessary?
Why rules? You have state
laws and cily laws. Why do
you need rules in your
house?” "

Spivey dropped the long list
into the wastebasket and
announced that if he ran the
house, there would be two
rules: keep the house, clean.
and maintain yourself as a
human being.

ALMOST 80 men went
through ; the house under

more
will donate m
auto mechan
program.
“Give a man
can raise his ec
this we find
necessary.”
The other need is money.
Not big money; more in the
realm of a madest working
budget. Spivey iants to keep
his operation simple, as close
to person - to - person grass
roots as is humpniy possible.
Spivey avoids| bureaucracy
and likes clear, common sense
answers.
HE RECALLS his interview

terial for an
ic training

'a trade so he
nomic level ~
s absolutely

\ Gerhardt Needs Area Support

! By CORINNE ABATT

. “We Care”, a program lo
| rehabilitate ex-convicts is
i locatéd in Detroit, but the idef
| started in Southfield.

| About a year ago, North
| Congregational  Church
. decided " to initiate an inner
| city program to help men out
\ of prison.:

“WE FELT that a suhurbnn
ichurch, . if it weré going to
irelate lo the whole com-
munity, had 16 go into_the
mner cxly. explains Rev.

Wlll ‘Reglonallsm Hurt

4
EDITGRS NOTE This, the
eighth in a series of “Regionalist
Papers™ sponsored by Metropof:
itan Fund, considers the role and
: attitudes of minority groups
toward regional governance. The
1 author not anly serves his own
municipality but is president of
| the National Assn. of-Regional
X 1 Councils. .
{  ByTHOMASBRADLEY

Los Angeles Councilman

' f've been somewhat
distraught- that we have not
had any real, involvement
from Jarge numbers of blacks.
There is surely a need for
blacks to become aware of the
xmphcallons ‘of regional
government.

We, as black elected of-
[xcxals. had better begin
cuncep!uahz\ng the role we
can play instead of simply
trying to hold back the ocean,
asit will certainly hezm to roll
over us. There should be a
“much greater awareness on
the part of blacks as to what's
happening. with regional

| government and to‘get more

blacks into the system.
There is- [requently the
question:  Why  should

Louis  Gerhardt, of North
Congregational Church. *

“We crealed a board, got
incorporated, and then went
about finding the right man to*
head the - project. We're
finishing our first year as an
incorporated group and are
very excited about the
program. We really think
we're doing something that no
ofie has ever done.”

Rev. rGerhardt says the
“We Care” board is inter-
denominational. His hope is
that olhnr religious groups,

can assume which makes for
considerable confusion in the
minds of many people, both
black afd white, about. the
term regional government.
Much of the opposition to the
very mention' of regional
government comes from this
fear that what is’ being
discussed. is a gigantic con-
solidation and usurpation of
all local home rule.

1 AM NOT implying that at
all.
. For me regional govern-
ment is the kind of structure
which exists on two tiers. The
Tocal communities and
counties would retain their
control over local functions,
especially police and fire
protection, but other functions
would be administered on 2
regional bams

A two - tiered regional
government offers the best
possibilities of maintaining
black political strength where
it exists at the local level.

in any case, some form of
effective government s
needed for effective en-
vironmental protection,
transportation, waste

be at al
in the issue of regionalism?
Won't regional government in
general be detrimental to
* minarities? My answer to the
Tirst question is minoritles
should certainly be lmereslzd
t. Firs

eath and disposal, and
even on matters pertaining to
_housing and education.
"A ready consensus on
regional governance for
transportation and waste
disposal and some en-
i 1 issues

in regional g

of all, reglmml government in

sume form seems lmminent.
As to the second question,

there are many different

forms a regional governmerit
4

can be obtained, These issues
seem to be straightforward
and logical and are not
threatening to local home
e

especially those i the South-
field area, Jewish, Catholic
and Protestant, will join in
support. \

cheeks of one p]
“We Care”

groups willing

project and com]

isoner.

is seeking
o support the
banies willing

“We're a

to donate training

broadening of thé financial
base. We aren't trying to do
something on a | grandiose
scale ]Ilsl estabhsh a solid

llE\ GERIL\RDT admits
it was a risky undertaking. In
the next breath, he recalls
describing the program to a
group in a Georgia‘prison and
the tears poured down the

\

On the other hand measures
pertaining to education,
housing and local‘zunmg are
usually taken as threats to the
home rule of local com-
munities. i

SERIOUS consideration is
being given to the effects of
the Serrano vs. Priest case of
the California State Supreme
Court. The court declared that
financing local education
primarily from the local
property tax was a violation of
due process since there is such
a disparity . between school
districts. In ordec to abide by
the decision we are going to
have to alter (hg method of
school financing. |

Suppose that the Serrano
decision is the wedge in the
door and could be extended to
other services in the courts?
Most of our loca} public ser-
vices such as hbranes are

i the local
istered by
risdictions
of cities, school districts,
counties and special districts.

It would be onel obvious way
{o even the amount of public
services received by each
citizen by providing them on a
more rational manner from a
broader base. In my opinon
the me(rnpolllln region Is a
more appropriate and
managenble level than the
state for many of these’ func-
tions.

Another area o( importance
is the issue of housing on a
regional basis.” A regional
housing element usually
proves to be the most difficult

equipment.
“Progress ‘has
Some £00 men have already
ade use of the program since
it was established last June.
Director James {Spivey has a
list of job openings he can't
fill proving many employers
are ready to hjre a trained
individual, regardless of his
past.

been made.

and controversial component
of regional plans. The reason
is plamly related to race and
clas:

BUT ONE OTHER question
frequently surfaces when
regional government is
discussed. Eyen if the
arguments  for regional .
government are sound on an
efficiency basis for the public
at large, what have blacks got
to gain from it7 -

Won't things be worse for
blacks underl a regional
government? What have been
the: effects of regional
government on blacks?

At the moment there is some
difficulty in assessing the
impact. First of all, there has
been a reluctance of regional
councils to really get to the
nitty gritty issies of social

planning. They| have been
[ear[ul of moving too fast into

what ‘are ofter) considered
controversial -argas of social
planning.

A second hindrance has
been that existing literature
and studies on [metropolitan
reform have not focused on
the impact of these reforms
from the gewpc int of blacks
and other minorities, and they
have characterized blacks as

Spivey's Only one
went back to prison. The rest
made’ it as contributing
members of society. And
nothing was stolen.

The functions of penal in:
stitutions he boils down to two
words, “to"" and “for.”

“i¥hen you do something TO
a person, then the purpose is
vindictive. Itis revenge. But it
we. asa society, feel this
person should be made into
someone who will fit into
society, then we must initiate
sacial reforms that will do
something for him.

“When a man has com-
mitted a crime, we should ask
ourselves, ‘What was the
motive for the crime? Why did
he do |it? What were the
pressures?”

“You| will find there are
numerous pressures brought
about by society. Maybe he
didn’t have a job. Society will
say, ‘Why didn't he find a
job?" But you have only to go
to the employment offices and
see the hundreds lined up
(here every day to realize that
it isn't so easy.”

THE PATTERN starts long
before 'a person commits his
first crime. It starts when the
child drifts from the home and
school which fail to have any
interest in him.

To. families, Spivey says:
“Don't let the bird out of the

nest before he can fly.”

About schools, he suggests:
“They are lacking because
there’s nothing to draw him
there.”

He compares the necgssary
attention - getting to a stage
magician or a state fair. “By
all means, be creative; get the
child’s attention; gel him
inside; and then sock it to

im!"
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WHEN SCHOOLS and
families fail, Spivey sees the
youngster like dandelion seed
blowing all directions in the
wind.

One of his favorite parallels
is in a four part picture he
keeps in his office.

In one section is an alley
dog, constantly on the run,
always trying top find
something to eat and shelter
from the strong cold winds.

Next is a dog someone has
taken care of clean,
groomed, well fed and (ramed
Below the alley dog is a sec-
tion of a.man without care,
and in the other corner is one
who has been cared for and
loved.

“If we allow this dog to
become a street dog, we know
what he’s going to do. If we
allow this man_to become a
street dweller, we know
\Ahals going to happen to
him.” / i

SPIVEY'S VOICE fills WiLII
pride when he speaks aboul
is wife, Darlene, whom he
married after being pamled,
and his toddler son. !

One of his joys this
Christmas was seeing which
of the toys would catch the
interest and -imagination of
the little boy. It turned out tq
be a doctor kit.

*1 watched him and said to
myself, ‘Ah-ha, so you're
leaning that way. You see,
right now, I want to make sure
that there's nothing more
interesting than what he has

at home.

“And when he goes (o
school, there will be
something that draws. him
there and makes it interesting
enough so that he wants to
study.”

Like the dandelion seed,
James Spivey once blew in thé
wind. Now he wants all like
him to find the pleasures of
taking root and growing.

Minorities?

First, it appears that there
are more .black elected of-
ficials' who are aware of, or
are members of regional
councils, than was generally
believed, although mem-
bership on Special regional
districts underrepresents the
blacks in. central cities.

Secondly, the effectiveness
of regional councils in dealing
with the problems of blacks
has not been its most im-
portant characteristic. In fact,
most felt that this was one of

question of metropolitan
governance.

Most of the black officials
surveyed felt the problems of
blacks in the central cities
were in some way related to,
or at least were affected by
the problems of the region as a
whole. They further believed
that regional or metropolitan
action was necessary to
adequately address these
questions.

It is clear that In-

the serious . weak of
councils of government.

The surveys also indicated
that more black elected of-
ficials would consider a
regional approach if the
regionni body would pursue
problems that they were
concerned with, namely, such

ter
is necessary to meet the issues
and problems presented here.
1t is also clear that the
responses of these black of-
ficials cast a shadow over the
widely accepted notion that
blacks feel decentralization of
government programs and

issues. as education, man-
power and economic
development.

There was a persistent fear
expressed that regional
councils would dilute black
politi¢al power. This was
particularly true for those
respondents outside of the
South.

There was also an  ap-
pearance of an unmistakable

e the possibilit

having an- o 1}
negative response to reform
proposals, This I think is an
incomplete picture of how
blacks can and do respond to
trnpolltan 8rea teforms.
\Vlkh thisin mind!hsve drawn
upon three surveys

HERE 1S A beief summary
of their findings.

er

of
of ‘success working with the
suburbs in solving problems of
urban areas.

SIGNIFICANT ethic dif-
ferences were expressed
within the non - White groups.
1t would seem that groups
other than blacks tended to be
more removed from the whole

resp s
to centralization.

In fact, it could be argued,
except for the issues of
education, police, crime and
juvenile delmquency, that on
most social issues these
blacks surveyed. felt cen-
tralization of government
programs and responsibilities
were preferable.

It appears from the survey
data that the political value
preferences of blacks fall into
the following categories:
political contro! of the social
service delivery systems and
distributive equity. The social
programs thought to be best
administered at the local level
were education, police,
juvenile delinquency and
crime.

Lots Of

Skiing

Close To Tome
At These Spots

Even the non-skier can
appreciate the wide variety of
facilities and the close-to-
home  convenience  of
southeast Michigan's nine ski
lodgesy - according to
Automobile Club of Michigan.

Several of the ski areas—
within 45 minutes of southeast
Michigan cities-have cocktail
lounges with live en-
tertainment. Most lodges have
cafeterias ‘and one even

features a gourmet restaurant -~

complete with a wine list.
For an adult, a day of
weekend skiing will cost from
$7.50 to $12.50, including
equipment rental and tow
ticket. Rates run $2-83 less on’
T

EE

runs. There is no-equipment
rental. | © .

Open from-18:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
on weekends only.

4. ALPINE VALLEY--New
this yeéar is a rathskeller
restaurant, featuring 'a
sunken dining area and a‘
“wine [cellar”’ decor. The
Swiss-style lodge also has a
large cocktail lounge, a snack
bar, a [cafeteria and a com-
plete ski shop.

Open| from 9 am.11 p.m.
weekends and from 10 a.m.-11
p.m. weekdays; 23 runs.

Weekend entertainment in
the lounge, which is open from
noon-2| a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays are ladies days;

evenings and wi

lodges. offer “ladies day".
reductions, and children
under 12 can ski for reduced
rates at most places.
Discounts are also available
for groups of 25 or more..

AW nine lodges offer ski
instruction. Private lessons
cost about $10 a session; two
people pay approximately $5
for a shared lesson; and a
lesson for three or four per-
sons runs about $3-$% apiece.

Southeast Michigan's nine.

ski spots are:

1. IRISH HILLS Sports
Park--This lodge offers ice
skating, tobogganing and
camping as well as skiing.
The 25 campsites rent at §3 a
night, including electricity.

Skating is free but no skates
are provided; toboggans rent
for $1.25 plus a $1 hill fee. The
rustic® lodge features a sun-
deck overlooking the slopes, a
cocktail lounge with, evening
entertainment, a cafeteria
and a snack bar. Groups of 25
or more can spend the night in
a 100-bed dormitory. "

Open from noon-11
weekdays and from 10 @.m.-11
p.m. weekends; 20 runs, and'a
limited ski shop.

2. MT. BRIGHT
addition to two spacious
cafeterias, Mt¢ Brightan has a
charcoal grill for limited-
menu dining. A babysitting
service is offered on week-

days.

Beneath the lodge’s soaring
wooden beams, visitors can
sip cocktails and listen to live
entertainment (on weekends)

while viewing most of Mt
Brighton’s 15 runs. .

Open from 10 am.-10 p.m.
weekdays and from.9 am.-11
p.m. weekends. in-
struction includes - new
“graduated length” method.
Limited ski shop.
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3. TEEPLE HILL -Few
amenities are offered at this
lodge aside from a snack bar
and a warming shelter.

Located in the Highland
Recreation Area, Teeple Hill
is the only southeast Michigan
lodge that has cross country
skiing in addition to its 12

HCMA A

_from {10 a.m.-3 p.m.

group
available. A motel is located
at the Iudge entrance.

\11‘ HOLLY~A cocktail
lcunge with weekend en-
tertainment is available. The
lodge also has two cafeterias
and two rental areas.

Open from 10 a.m.-il p.m.
weekdays and from 9 a.m.-11
p.m. on weekends; 10 runs and
a complete ski shop. Group
rates are available.

6. PINE KNOB--Deluxe
dining is available at the foot
of the longest slope (2,600 feet)
in southeast Michigan. The
lodge also has a rathskeller, a
cafeteria and a cocktail
lounge featuring live en-
tertainment after 9 p.m.

nightly.
Ski instruction is based on
the “‘graduated - length”

methed. Open from 10 a.m.-11
pm. weekdays and from 9
a.m.11 p.m. weekends.
Restaurant is open for dinner
from 5 p.m.-midnight, Mon-
day through Saturday, and
from 2 p.m.- dnight, Sun-
day. Lunch and  Sunday
brunch also erved.

Ladies day is Wednesday
;10 runs
complete ski shop.

and

4. IMT.  GRAMPIAN-This
lodge| has no cocktail lounge
but dffers a view of its. 14
slopes from an upper level
cafeteria. Open from 10 a.m.-
11 p.ih. weekdays and from 9
am.1.pm. weekends, A
limited' ski shop. Groups
discobnts available.

8. [CIRCLE TNT-For §3,
snowmobilers can spend a day
driving over five miles of
trails. This small lodge has a
snack bar, fireplace area and
five| runs. Open only on
weekends from 10 a.m.-10
p.m. A limited ski shop.

9. BMC!\ FOREST-Snack -
bar| service is provided.
Olh rwise, skiers must g0 to

adjoining molel - for '
coc tails and dining. Open
frof 4 p.m.-11 p.m. weekdays
and from 10 am.-1l1 p.m.
wedkends. Five runs. No ski
shob.

ffirms.

3 Park Sites

The Board of Com-
missioners of the ‘Huron-
Clinton Metropolitan
Authroity has approved and
officially designated three
park projects for future
development within
southeastern Michigan.

“Two of these were initially
proposed in the A\llhonlys
expansion plans revealed in
July of 1972, while a third
called “Oakland Metropolitan
Park” was announced Dec. 6.
These sites are presently
known as: (1) North Branch
Metropolitan Park, covering
3,000 acres along the north

w v

nch of the Clinton River in
y Township between 26 and
Mile Roads in Macomb
Caunty: (2} Mill Creek
Metropolitan Park, covering
4,000 acres of rolling, hilly
countryside located in
Whshtenaw County, south of -
the 194 freeway, with most of
theland in Lima and Freedom
Townships, just west of Ann
Arbor: [&)] Oakland
Metropolitan Park, covering
2,000 acres of land known as
the  ‘“*Andersonville” or
“‘Huron Swamp" located nine
miles northwest of Pontiac in
Springfield and White Lake
Townships in Oakland County.

'
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