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-FRENCH FRONTIER IS NATURALLY A FORMIDABLE ONE; MOUNTAINS, FORESTS AND
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RIVERS ALL LEND AID.IN DEFENSE, WHILE MODERN FORTS BLOCK ALL THE GAPS
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| Map Shews France’s Three Lines
fense Against Germany.

The whole nertheastern frontier of
France is organized into a very com-
plete system .of defensive works.
These are arranged so as to make the
utmost use of the natural features of
the country.

An inspection of this frontier of
France will disclose the fact that
there are about 200 miles of fairly
straight boundary running southeast
and separating it from Belgium be-
fore it reaches Germany. It hen runs
for about 100 miles further to the
southeast 0 a point about forty miles
due west of Strassburg, thence south
for about seventy-five miles to the
Swiss frontier, .

e present northeastern “fighting
{rontier” of France, due to Germany's
incursion into Belgium, is roughly a
littte more than 375 miles. The prin-
cipal natural obstacles zlong this line
are the hills and forests of the Ar-
dennes. This area is shout fifty by
seventy-five miles in extent and lies to
the north of Sedan, being distributed
in an east and west direction. Next
are the Meuse and Moselle rivers,
which parallel the frontier and trav-
erse the Ardennes district, and have
their sourse in the Vosges mountains,
about twenty-five miles west of Muel-
hausen. Between Nancy and Muel-

. hausen the Vosges mountains raise
their crests to a height of some 4,500
eet.

Rhine Germany’s Main Defense.

To the east of<these the Rhine flows
swiftly through & deep channel about
fifteen miles east of Muelhausen. Or
its right bank lies the Black forest,
which extends practically to _the
frontier of Switzerland in the vicinity
of ‘Basel. This is a difficult military
obstacle. The defensive policy adopt-
ed by the French has been to estab-
lish a line of strong forts and in-
trenched position immediately behind

this frontier line, the heaviest works
being placed along thal part or parts
of defense. In this policy also France
has been guided ‘o some extent by
political considerations, as it was
deemed inadvisable to abandon any
territory ,at the beginning of a war
for the purpose of moving back to a
* better and shorter line.
Beginning at the English channel,

NA

then, the French have in, their first
line of fortresses the forts of. Calais,
Grandine, Dunkirk and Birge. The
couniry between the river§ Iser and
Lys is capable of being largely inun-
dated. Lille is strongly fortified and
is the junction of a number' of import-
ant railroad lines. A defensive area
for this part of the fronticr, principal-
ly facing towards Charleroi, which is
a junction of many roadways, has
been provided for. Its right rests on
the river Sambre, at Maubeuge, a
strong fort. This whole position men-
aces any advance either east or west
of it. Next come the first class of
forts of Hirson and Montmedy, then
the line of the river Reuse to Sedan.
From here to Verdun the line follows
the Meuse. Verdun is an intrenched
camp of great strength.

North of Verdun for come fifteen
miles a gap has been left, inviting in-
vasion, as it were. From Verdun south
there is almost a continuous line of
forts until Toul, another very strong
fort, is reached. The city is on the
banks of the Moselle river and on the
Strassburg-Paris railway.

Another gap exists between Toul
and Epinal, but the line of the Mo-
selle river lies along it. Tpinal is a
first class intrenched camp lying on
both banks of the Moselic river. From
Epinal the line follows the left bank
of the Moszelle' river to the Vosges
mountains, being guarded by a line of
forts in addition.

The Gap at Belfort.

The first class fortress of Belfort,
about twenty miles from the Swiss
{frontier, guards the gap between the
Vosges and Jura mountains. Behind
the gap north of Verdun there is the
fortress of Rheims, and behind that
between Toul and Epinal, there is a
strong _fortress of Langres. Besan-
con, fifty miles south of Belfort and
Dijon, complete the main defenses
along this frontier.

There exists numbers of old works
behind this front line, so that in case
of invasion there are practically
three fortified defensive lines about
thirty miles apart and clear across the
northern and northeastern frontier of
France,

Paris itself is well taken care of by

a line of detached forts extending
over a perimeter of practically ninety
miles, These works are strong and
well defended. The principal railway
centers along this frontier are St. Pol,
Arras, Laon, Mezieres, Rethel, Ver-
dun, Bar-le-Duc, Neufchateau, Mire-
court, Epinal, Vesoul, and Besancor
As to any probable line of attack
by Germany against France, with a
view to an invasion, it seems that the

area between the Vosges mountains|p

and Luxemburg, and including a part
of the latter, offers the best chances.
The whole line has been so carefully
and strongly fortified that at this time
there is little to choose. It is highly
probable that & continuous infantry
parapet exists along the entire fron-
tier. So that in choosing a point for
assault the invader will consider the
natural advantages to be derived from
the ground more than the fact that
there exists works of this or that kind
at the place decided upon for tatack.
If the engineers’ art can make it, on
a front of this length, the French
frontier should hold an enemy for a
fong time.

As usual, we adver-

tise the advance shoc

Traveling Salesman Wanted.

The CITROPHATE CHEMICAL
CO., Dept. B, Detroit, Mi¢h., want a
few good live men, on big money, to
represent them in the Michigan terri-
tory. Live wire chaps who desire a
permanent and paying proposition will
do well to address the company, who
have a large business and who will
give their men a deal that will make
money and prove worth while. $50 a
week is no unusual amount for the
men who represent the Citrophate Co.
If you want a good position write
them without delay as.territory, is lim-
ited. b

GOOD NEWS

Many of Our Readers Have Heard It
and Profited Thereby.

“Good news travels fast,” and the
bad back sufferers in this vicinity are
glad to learn where relief may be
found. Many a lame, weak and ach-
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ST. CLAIR RIVER TO
BE INVESTIGATED

_Port Huron, Mich—The interna-
tional' joint commission has sent word
from Washington that it will be in
Port Huron to investi; the ways
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De:
EYES EXAMINED, GLASSES
MADE WHILE YOU WAIT.
WORKE GUARANTEED.

and means of preventing and remedy-
ing the pollution of St. Clair river.

The commission s composed of rep-
resentatives from Canada and the
United States and ‘was formed as a
result of the treaty which was en-
Kerad into between the United States

nd, Great Britain January 11, 1908,
which: treaty provides “that the wat-
ers herein defined as boundary waters
and waters flowing across the bound-
ary shall not be polluted on either
side to the injury of health or prop-
erty of the other.” :

The commission states that com-
plaints have been made by people re-
siding along the border that this Dpro-
vision of the treaty, is being violated
by the discharge of sewage into St
Clair river and the elty will be given
an opportunity en October 2 to ex-
plain conditions and eutline some plan

remedy them.

James 'A. Tawney Is chairman of
the commisaion fer the United States
ard T. Chase Cnsg-r;n.in for Canada.
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whose motto

‘qulek action and an Im-
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JULL BROTHERS, Commisslan Merchants
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During the last yoar a research
committee has been securing from lay-
men all over the upper peni il

Let ws advise you.
F. 8. STOEPEL & CO,
717-18 Dime Baxk Bldg,

Detreit, Mich.

opin-
ions regarding the needs of the
schools,” At the convention all speak-
ers will diseuss this report. The prin-
cipal feature is the general opposition
by the laymen to the teaching of sex
hygiene in the schools. *

POSTAL AUTHORITIES |
GET BOMB SENDER
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Admitting
that he sent a bomb through the mails
to Deputy Food and Dairy Inspector
William J. Mickel and charging that
it was because of the state official’s
attentions to his wife. William D.
Hagens, a clerk in the powder|depart-
ment of a local hardware firm| is held
here by the postal authoritied await-
ing the issuance of a warrant] for his
arrest. Both Mrs. ' Hagens hnd In-
spector blickel deny undue familiarity
but Hagens insists that he Had rea-
sons for sending the bomb. iHs wife
accuses him of extreme jealo

5.
GERMANY REPUBLIC
F EAISER |LOSES

Grand Rapids.—That Germins will
become a republic if the presknt war
is unsuccesfsul, is the opinion of Dr
W. G. Young, who returned from Ber-
lin with his wife and daughter. Dr.
Young had some exciting expériences,
but admits that the German were ex-
ceedingly thoughtful in their treat-
ment of Amerieans.

“Business men throughout Germany
told me that the kaiser must win in
the present struggle to prestve his
authority. in  Germany,” siys Dr

r. Young.

“The common people are

THE NEW BIRD STORE
at 218 Third Ave., corner Michl-
gan Ave., Detroit, Mich., sells,
buys and exchanges everything
in Birds, Dogs and Pets. Circa-
lars upon request. When in De-
troit' pay us a visit.

gadies Hair Goods

uman hair switches;
made from your own
combings if desired.
See ‘our special switch
bargain at up
from . 980
The most complete line of
Hair Goods in Detroit.
Drop in when in Detroit or
write for prices.
Expert Doll Repalring a

Specialty

NEW YORK DOLL
HOSPITAL
365 Michigan Avenve
Detroit, Michigan

Photo Gallery for Sale

Located in North Woodward dlstrict
of Detrolt, dolng an excellent basi-
ness, long lease and small rent. Pri
complete, $750.

tic all right, but the business people
say that the war costs money 'and are
of the opinion that war taxes éontinue
Jjust as long &s a war lord riles the
country. The business people say that
the common citizens will sdon lose
their enthusiasm if defeat of Ger-
many ensues with its accompanying
high taxes and the result will be a
republie.” .

Do You Want a

Government Position

GUTOW, 614 Freo Press Bldr., Detrolt.
Civil Service Examinations will bo
beld soon. 1 give home prepara-

tlon; pay after aopointment. No
op;

better portunity was ever of-

fered. Write for full detalls to (@)
J. H. KENEESHAW,

Hodges  Bléz. Detrolt, Mich.

KOLBE'S HAY FEVER CAFSULE

nous Antiseptic, which
thereby allays SNEEZI

A Vegetable Non-Poisg
Fever germ immune and|
DIFFICULT BREATHIN

PRICE 5

' Contains no

G, or al
c BY

Heroin, Morphine, or Co%ai
{anufactured by

EMIL B. KOLBE, Ph. G.

tenders the Hay
iiG, RED EYES,
trouble arising from Hay Fever. |

AIL IN STAMPD!

ne.

. 671 Junction Ave,
Detroif, Mich.
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without a doubt—

| To see and try this

r Pianos
\?Ve have on gxhjbitx'cn at our warebouse in DETROIT—
ew Story & Clark DeLuxe Player Piano

“THE GREATEST OF ALL PLAYER PIANOS.”
instrument yourself would be a

pleasure to you and anyone interested in Player Pianos'is
invited to call at our stére and we will give you .a special
demonstration and show you how to handle it yourself.
Yei'y gimple. In five minutes you can be an expert operator. .

We Take Your Upright in Exchange
and allow you foll market value for it in gxchange, and you
cad pay for the balance on terms if you cannot arrange to
pay cash. N ) . .
; WRITE FOR PLAYER CATALOGUE.
Te::npomry location; Cor. éhaté St. and Wg'uhingbon Blvd.
o DETROIT, MICH.

styles before you expect
them—even though you
may not desire to pur-
chase at this time it will
be a delight to see what
is proper in the latest,
newest styles. Our
prices always a great
deal less than expected.
Drop in'tomorrow and
see the smart new ideas.
(Window Ezxhibition.)

ing back is bad no more, thanks to
Doan’s Kidney Pills. Thousands upon
thousands of people are telling the
good news of their experience with
this tested remedy. Here is an ex-
ample worth reading:

Mrs. W. B, Phillips, Sixth street,
Perrysburg, Ohio, says:® “I know
from personal experience that Doan's
Kidney Pills are a reliable kidney
medicine. I was in
disordered kidneys,
and often sh: i T
kidneys to all parts of my body. Other
symptoms of kidney complaint an-
noyed me, When Doan’s Kidney Pilla
were brought to-my attention, I began

their use. They brought prompt and
satisfacto xehyef." P

' We also have a list of bargains in Pianos and Player

rico 60c, at all dealérs. ' Don't Elizabeth of Belgium and her three children, who fied - . ¥ ey .
simply ask for a kidney remedy—gat fmlgrgr:;xe;el%“zlkntwm on the :;ﬁ:mch of the German forces. On the !mn' 08 which we Wmﬁel‘d_ Ye';: an WQW‘L "
Doan’s_Kiduey - Pille—the ‘same 4| 1oft {3 the heir to the throne, Prinee Leopold, born in 1901. Holding his ¢ lf 2
Co le;:lam ’erlg'" P‘Y"'“"mm mother’s srm i8 Prit les Theodore, the Count of ders, born in

N s .5 A

1908. . The little girl is their sister, the Princess lhriﬁ Jeee, born in 1506. i . . ) N
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