THE, FABMINGTON ENTERPRISE

PRESENTand FUTU
AGRICULTURE OF |
MICHIGAN

By R.A.SHAW ozan os oricuraree, 1188 — o &

d

S

R LI s e :
RLOWING QY A BIS' SCALE

Wy

prising areas of two distinct types
viz., those on which hardwoods gTew
and those producing pines and other
conifers. Stump lands upon which
hardwood timber grew, if promptly
rough-burned and seeded to & mixture
of grasses and legumes, and then pas-
tured for o few years until the stumps
decay, may be rapidly and cheaply re-
claimed for grazing and crop growing.

A larger portion of the lands in the
state, comprising group (3) will un-
doubtedly be utilized than is at pres-
ent anticipated. For this purpose truit
growing 15 belng resorted to where

From “Michigan—the Laad of Plents.”

HE following data has been
prepared with the view of
furnishing information in
concise form relating to the
agriculture of = Michigan,
which s but one of five
great industries'In the state.
The data presented, except
where otherwise indicated, has becn
procured from the report of the thir-
teenth census of the United States for
the years 1909 and 1910, Comparative-
1y few people have access to the cen-
£18 reports, which contain a mass of
detalled data, that thelr common use
for reference by individual citizens s
ot possible. The facts bereafter pre-
sented are for the purpose of stimulat-
ing a more general and complete ap-
preciation of Mlchigan, particularly
her sgricultural industry and the won-
dertul opportunities open for its de-
velopment.

Agriculture.

The agriculture of Michigan 18 no-
table because of its enormous annual
production and the unsurpassed va-
riety of its products. This industry
‘might well be divided into two groups,
viz, agriculture and horticulture, be
canse of the prominence of the latter.
The following ratings In agricultural
production for the year 1909 have
been computed from the thirteerth
census report, Yix:

For the total number of animals on

Michigan becupted the follow-
ing rating, vis: Horses fourteenth, all
cattle fifteenth, dairy cows tenth,
swins nineteenth, sheep eighth, poul-
try eleventh, and for colonies of bees
thirtsenth. In ng thia compari-
son it°sbould kot be forgotten that
the stats is pitted agalnst many, the
chief business ‘of which is live stock
grodaction, and that as later figures
will show, In most instances, the,rat-
ing is ralsed when expressed {n terms
of production and values rather than
in numbers of animals.

The following list {nciudes Michl-
gan’s cereals and other Oeid crops, o-
cluding the rating of the stats amogg
all others from the standpolnt of crop
valuations for 1909, viz: Corn fifteenth,
wheat twelfth, oats ninth, barley elev;
anth, rye first, buckwheat third, dry
odible beans first, dry peas second,
gram seeds sixth, fower and vegetable
seed sixth, hay and forage eighth, po-
2atoes fourth (second in yield). vege-
tablee seventh, sugar beets third, chic-
ary first, and mint irst. This long list
includes a wide range of products of
high utilitarian value, presenting in
gemeral a high rating.

Agricultural Landa.

in sddition to the very favorable
Place Michigan'occuples regarding hor
jndustries and- agricultural products,
there are still great opportunities for
development, for as yet only 51.5 per
cent of the totakland area of Michigan
1s incinded in farms, with enormous
‘azeas of good Iand remaining to be re-
Aimed.

Michigan ranks twenty-first in land
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pressing these facts in the form of
percentages, they appear as follows,
viz: Extent of land area in farms, 51.5
per cent; per cent of farm land im-
proved, 67.8, and per cent of entlre
1and area of the state improved for ag-
ricultural productlon, 349. For pur-
poses of comparison, Iowa, one of the
richest and most exclusively agriculeur-
al states in the country, includes & to-
tal of 35,575,040 acres, of which 95 per
cent {s in farms, with 8§ per cent
of the farm land in the improved class.
In the case of lowa, therefore, her
1ands are almost entirely being used
for agricultural purposes; she has
little, but 5 ger cent, of unoccupied
land to reclaim, and her efforts must
be directed toward the improvement of
present acquisitions, which is not true
of Michigan, with 48.5 per cent of her
1and area pot yet lncluded In farms.
Michigan Unique Agriculturally.

The position of Michigan in relation
to her sister states is really unique.
Though not & new state, in tho sense
of those to the westward, there stlli
remaln great possibilities for agricul-
tural development in the state, fn ad-
dition to the improvement of those
portions long ago reclaimed. It would
be easily possible for citizens of other
8tates, and perhaps some of our owm,
to assume that because settlement be-
gan at an early date in the state, that
all the good land bad already been oc-
cupled, and that the portion not under
cultivation is of little or no use for
agricultural purposes. On the contrary,
there are mo better opportunities of-
fered anywhere today for investments
In farm lands than in the .state of
Michigan, where prices at present are
much lower than {n adfacent states
where aimilar solls and conditions ex-
{st. The 485 per cent of Michigan
fand not in tarms is not all sandy or
rocky or swampy by any means; there
zra enormous areas of good land not
yet under cultivation. .
Conditlons Unfayorable tor Early De-

velopment.

Among the many questions which
arise upon perusal of the foregoing
data probably the most general one is,
Why have the agricultural possibill-
ties of Michigan not been developed
ere this, considering the early date at
which the settlement of the country
began? As Michigan was originally &
timbered area, the development of its
agriculture has been slow, which is
also true of other states under lke
conditions.  Suitable _conditions for
crop production did not exlst; they
had to be produced slowly and lJabo-
riously, at the sacrifice of an enormous
amount of muscular energy. The rich
storebouse of soll fertllity was firmly
locked by the tenacious grip of the
roots of the oak, maple, beech, bass.
wood, elm and pines—in fact. by a
great variety of both deciduous and
coniferous trees. These obatacles had
to be removed bafore crop and live
stock production could begin. On the
other hand, however, with the exten-
elon of numerous great rallroad ays-
tems into the prairis states to the

area among the 48 states of this coun-

try and eighth in with
3510173 inhabitants. This means
that the state 1s only slightly above
the average xise for the entire pum-
ber, and is only about one-thirty-sixth
targer than laws, Nllinols, Wisconsin or
Florida; ffty-thres times larger than
Ehode Isiand, and less than ooe{ourth
the sise of Texas.

The gross area of the state of Michi-
.gan is about 67,980 square miles, io-
. cloding 509 square miles of water sur
face. In comparison with this, the
ocombdined land aress of England and

Wales ia 58575 square miles, with &
population of 36.075.269, these figures
forming the basls of with

‘wers made avall-
able to the plow, The simple over-
turning of the pralrfe sod produced
sultable conditions for the production
of corn, wheat and oats i abundance,
which, combined with the great wealth
of Datural grasses, established con-
ditions for the cheap production of
enormous quantities of cereals, meat.
milk and wool, which at once became
competitive factors and which have for
years pinched Micbigin farmers with
keenest ot competition, forclog a cur-
tallment of agricultural development.
Thie competition has almost become &
thing of the past, for the best of the

& Eurnpean couatry. .
The appreximate 1and aree of Michi-
7.000 acres. and of this
amount 18.940,514 acres only are o
.cluded In farms. while 12,832.078 scres
are classified a8 Improved landa.

~

western al lands have been
put under cultivalion, whils the ox-
cessive surplusca oOf farm prodacts
are no longer to be fesred owing to
the rapidity with which consumption
1s overtaking production, especially

within the bounds af our own COUptry.

Michigan Farms and Farm Property.

The following data, procured trom
the, last United States census report.
gives the values of Michigan farms and
farm property in 1910, viz:
Per Cent
348 565
551 261
.
w1

.6,
285
49,916,285
137,800,795
Total woeve.l $1,086,858.51%
Of the sum of $1,088,858,379, Includ-
ing the total agricultural valuations of
the state, 56.5 per cent represents land
values, 26.2 per cent bulldings, 12.7 per
cent domestic animels, poultry and
bees, and 4.6 per cent implements.

These enormous valuations, when
compared with those of an almost
purely agricultural state, such as lowa,
gre o trifle under one-third less. We
must not, however, lose sight of the
tact that only 515 per cent of Michi-
gan land Is now in farms, and that the
state has four distinctlve industries
besides agriculture, the products of
our manufactures alone being two and
six-tenths times greater than those of
Towa for 1910.

The increase in total value of Michl-
gan farm property during the past dec-
ade of the present century amounted
to 7.7 per cent, & much greater in-
crease then has occurred any decade
since 1870. Even yeot, however, Michi-
gap farms are changing hands at fig:
urés from 20 to 35 per cent lower than
for similar lands in neighboring states
to the south and west. The average
value per acre of Michigan farm land
{n 1910 1s given as $32.48, eight cents
above the average for the entire coun-
try.

Land .

Bulldings ' .

Implemints and machtn:
wry
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Number of Farms,

In 1910 there were 206,960 farms in
Michlgan, varying (o size from 3 acred
to 1,000 acres and over. From 1850 to
1880 the number of farms increasod at
the rate of 3,997 per year, whHe from
this time on to 1900, the increase
dropped to 2,463 per year, During the
ten years preceding 1910 the annual
increase amounted to 370 farms only.
The tota} acreage of farm land im-
woved has risen but slightly sines
1300, ,

Average Acreage per Farm.

The average acreage of Michigan
farms decreased from 128 acres in
1850 to 85.8 acres In 1890, increasing
by 1910 to 915 acres. Thoe various
slzen of Michigan farms are distribut-
ed approximately as follows, viz: 20
acres and under, 7.1 per cent; 20 to
49 acres nearly 25 per cent; 50 to 99
meres, about 35 por cent, and 100 to
174 acres, 25 per cent. Forty, 80 and
160 acre tracts comprise five-sixths of
the farms of the stote. The average
size for all tarms {n the United States
in 1910 was 138.1 acres.

Status of Land Not In Farms.

The 48.5 per cent of Michigan land
pot in farms exists largely under the
following conditions, viz: (1) As land
covered with standing timbers;
(2) cutover timber lands; (3) sand
areas, and {4) lands as yet unre-
claimed by dralnage.

The lands ot group (1) are held in
varylng acreages by private parties,

the are larly suitable.
Theso very light lands, instead of be-
ing farmed Intensively fn small areas,
will some day undoubtedly be operat-
ed In large tracts and utilized for
grazing purposes, when ‘the proper
methods of bandling, seeding'and {m-
provement are soived, which they
surely will be. The'sand areap, under-
taid +with a.clay subsoll near.the sur-
face, give promise of uscfulmess for
horticultural and crop production, a8
well ag for grazing purposes. Where
the sand exists as such without a clay
subsoll, as heretofore referred to, the
problem of agricultural production is
still an uncolved one. It is a great
mistortune for Michigan that some of
her pure sand lands have been sold by
unscrupulous speculators to city citl-
zens, who have been parted from thelr
savings of years and left without expe-
rience or a soll with which to recoup
sheir lost savings. Experienced farm-
ers could not make a liviog on these
types of soils by operating small areas$
only, and could not be {nduced to buy
them in this way. It is unfortunate
that people, particularly those without
experfence, will persist in buying lands
without even seeing them or making
inquiry of responsibla people.

It may be sald of group (4) that the
possibilitles of Increasing agricultur-
al production in Michigan by drain-
ago are practically equal to the pos-
sibilities of increased crop production
io the nverage arld state of the West.
The reclaimable, tillable swamp and
overflow zcreage {n Michigan, accord
ing to recent estimates of the bureau
of statistics, amounts to 4,400,000
acres. In respect to the-swamp land
area, Michigan ranks sixth among the
states. In this one reclamatlon project
alone there are great possibilities tn
the state. Co-operative effort has al-
ready greatly cinreased the productive-
ness and value of low-lylng farm lands
by means of township and county
dralnage systems, The recovery of
Michigan Jow-lying lands, & far as the
work has progressed, demonstrates
thefr unusual value for production be-
cause of the peculiaritiea of their for-
mation and composition, geographical
location and peculiarly favorable cli-
matic conditions, resulting in large
part from environmental influences,
such as contiguity to large bodies of
water, Most of these lands, when re-
claimed, produce aome kinds of farm
crops and are adapted particularly to
specialized crops of high value, such
ms garden trck, root crops, pepper-
mint, onlons, celery, etc., thus increas-
Ing the resources of the state by add-
ing both to variety and wealth.

The Upper Penlnsula.

The land area of the Upper Penin-
sula_includes 10,682,240 ncres, a little
less than one-tbird of the entire state,
In 1509 the land area in farms amount-
ed to 913,784 acres, of which 340,602
acres wero improved. 'The number of
farms at that time was 8,994,

The following’ Interesting data was
procured from a report of the Upper
Peninsula Development bureau, dated
October 15, 1913, protured largely
trom supervisors and. in some fn-
stances township clerks. Thelr report
covers the year beginning May 1, 1912,
During this year the number of fami-
lles locating on farms in fiftees Upper
Peninsula counties was 1770; acres of

land sold for fafming 0ses, 132,360,

THE DIARY OF A FOOL.

Monday: Got up late. Bolted break-
tast. Rushed for the traln. Arrived
at office behind time. Boss was there
waiting for me. He made a remark

about tardiness. Went to dance. Got
home at one. Tired. .
Tuesday: Got up late as usual. No

breakfast, but got to office on time.
Felt sleepy and Boss noticed it Put
two letters into wrong envelopes and
maifled them. Guess there’s gOlng to
be trouble. Went out with the boys.
Had four drinks and smoked six
cigars.

Wednesday: Ten minutes late at
office. Boss didn’t appear to notce
it, but maybe he did. Felt sleepy and
made some migtakes. Guess I must
cut out this night business. Got home
on time, ate supper, went to bed at
nine and read until eleven-thirty.
Thursday: Had five minutes for
breakfest, but got my regular train.
It was late, so didn‘t get to the office
until nipethisty. Didn't. feel like
work, but managed to pull through.
Six of us went to the movles and
then plased pool until midnight. Lost
three dollars. .

Fridey: On time at office, Went
to lunch at twelve and didn't get back
till two. Met a friend and enjoyed
table d'hote with him. Had something
to drink. Lucky for me the Boss was
out when I came In. Called on Mildred
and dido’t get home till midnight.
Saturday: Overslept. No break-
fast. Twenty minutes late at offlce.
Boss wgs there, of course, fumlog
and fussing because there Wwas BOme-
thing for me to do right away. Blew
my head oft: I'll bet he never was
young himselt, Life !s hard.- Lucky
for.me this was a baltholiday. Had
& chance to sleep it off. Don't like
the Boss. He jso't falr. Just ralsed
the pay of the fellow sitting next to
me, I asked bim it he would ralse
mine, too. Did I get 1t? Nix! Came
pretty near getting kicked out. There’s
no chance for & young man nowadays.
Think I'll look for another job where
there’s opportunity.

Sunday: Spent morning o bed. Too
tired to get up. Went out In the
woods with some of the fellows in the
afternoon. Drank three bottles of beer
aplece and smoked. All the fellows
disgusted with thelr jobs. Agree with
me that there isn't any chance for a
young man. Namby-pambles aud
goody-goodles get all the suaps. One
of the fellows eald bis boss caught him
drinking a cocktall and raised the
deuce. Gave bim a long lecture. What
business was It of his, anyway, as
long as Jobn didn't drink in the office?
His boss is & fool. Says be bas a right
to say what his clerks shall do at
home. Kicks because they go out
nights, Y'd like to see my Boss try it
on me. It wouldn't take much to make
me go anyway. Bill Jones has a good
scheme up his sleeve. Guess I'll go
with bim. Bill says there's no chance
for a fellow in this city. Talked it
over with Mildred tonight. She
doesa't enthuse, Saye I'd better make
good at home before I get out, What
does a woman-know about business
anyway?

(Copyright, 9%, by the McClure Newspaper Syndicate.)

EDUCATION.

The academic school has two dis-
tinct provinces: first, to teach the
three R's, In order that one may Rnot
be llliterate; secondly, to impart
knowledge beyond meczssity, which
will enable its recelver better to meet
present and fature conditiona.

Expert and unbiased educators do
not question the value of the first, but
are not united Tegarding its second
purpose.

How far should one go academieally,
it he would enter life properly pre-
pared to meet its requirements?

Opinion {s divided. Upon general
principles, however, it mey be sald
that one 18 not likely to become over
educated academically, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the cuiricula of most
gchools and colteges contaln as much
of the chaft as the wheat of learning.

Tntil we know what to teach and
what not to teach, it Is obvious that
more than a small proportion of the
waste cannot be ellminated.

The higher forms of educatfon un-
doubtedly discipline the mind and
make one better able to grasp condl-
tlons and to “make good” in every di-
rection.

Education fs of no value unless it
makes a man more eficlent to bim-
self and to others.

The mere memorizing of & study is”

worso than wasted time, yet this con-
dltlon unfortunately prevails to some
extent In nearly every {nstitution.
The pupli is often ranked by what he
is able to repeat, rather than by what
he actually koows.

However necessary acedémic edu-
cation may be In a preparatory seuse,
neither the school nor the college can.
take the place of experience.

The School of the World, or, rather,
the School of Experlence, i3 the post-
graduate Institution which plays no
favorites and which has no fads or
fancy courses.

Real education dogs not end with the
academic course. It begins after that
course {a finished.

No amount of book learning, mem-
orizlog or academic tralning, even
under the most favorable conditions,
can be substituted for experience.

The fman who stops learning when
he leaves his school stops living. It
would be better for him, and for the
community, it he used the little sense
he has as a welght with which to
drown himself.

Many a collego graduate goes out
into the world laboring -under the
deluston that what the college has
given bim !s negotiable merchandise,
salable in any market, and usually he
places an Inflated price upon it.

The education which he has re
celved, rightly used, i3 an asset; but
by itselt alone it s a drag. N

Education, then, has no value In
jteelf. It 18 valuable only id so far 28
it enables one to use himself to better
edvantage.

The parade of the cap and gowR,
on the college campus, {3 mot the
march of real soldiers on a real fleld
of confiict. Each cap and each gown
should not stand for graduation, but
rather be the imsignia of a better

HARD QUESTIONS TO ANSWER

Réquesta Regarding Matter of Dally
Life Are Hard to Com-
ply With,

Why do some men succeed in busi-
ness and others fail? John A. Slefcher
u8ks in Leslle’s,

Why, when a business has been suc-
cossfully developed by a brainy man,
does it fail when it falls into another
one's hands? :

Why does & business that has fafled
under one succeed’ un-

pr for entrance into the
School of the World. .

To know may be to know nothing..
To know how to use what you know °

counts. :
et '

CAUSE OF ELECTRIC. SPARK

As to Why a Whip Cracks 18 Rea-
soned Out by an Intelligent
Obesrver.

& theory as to why a whip cracks
was discussed In the columns of the

A ! Jessie 3. Jones

der another?

Why do some men make fortunes by

securing control of & bankrupt prop-

erty and putting it on its feet?

Why does one family grow up with

its members intelligent, consclentious,
hil

of Canton, Pa. had a new and intep-
esting theory expressod in a letter
to the Sclentific American.

“] was in o baif fllomined harness
store where the merchant happened
to be trylng whips,” ehe writes. “One
loud spap produced an

clean and ¢, while
[ family are indolent,

a
2

and timber land zold, 387.248 scres.

tmprovident, dependent and perhaps
al?

The following fruit trees were planted, crimin)

viz: Apples, 88,859; cherries, 16,412,
and plume, 8,103, At this time there
were 761°schools, of which 45 ware
organized (n 1912; the total ‘achool at-
tendunce waa 53,018, This part of the
state included 382 churcies. During
the year $589,816 was spent on roads,

and cor control-
ling lands in some {nstances by hun-
dreds of thousands of acres. In most

1599% miles of gravel and

mecadam. State roads included 65%

miles and county rosds 6§73 miles.
Th

these large are

Why does church membership grow
smaller and the crowds around the
demagognes at street cormers grow
1arger? .

Why does & man recelve good wages
and working cofnfortable bours listen
to & wandering agitator who tells of
TUtopla where labor 18 unpeceasary
and where the 3tate will support the

» .

Why.r ‘What's the answer?

interested primarily in timber or mia-
ersl resources or both, aud are inter-
ested in agricultural development only
{n so far as the final disposal of the
land !s concerned. The removal of the
timber In the commgreial production
of lumber is rapidly placing on the
market lands with good agricultural
possibilities. These lands can be re-
claimed more cconomically and satis-
factorily if the reclamation begins
soon after the timber is first removed;
succeeding forest growths make the
work more and more dificult s the
years go by. .

Group (2) includes large areas of so-
called cut-over lands {n the state, com-

o

development tn the comnties of the Up-
per Ponlnsuls ot 0 are very
great, indeed. In this)drea, according
10 the census report, no county except
Menomines has more than 30 per cent
of its Jand in tarms. This portion of
Michigan will some day be developed
into a veritable agricultural empire.
Contrary to & widespread opinion that
this part of the state consists of an al-
ternation of rocky wastes aad awamps,
there is to be found thera some of the
finest agricultural land in the stxte,
Jt I3 a land of great posafbilities for
the production of legumes, pasture and
_root crops, and is, therefore, destined

{0

Submarine: Drilt on Paciflo Llnter,
Orissa, the Pacific Liner which, with
s valuable cargo, reached Liverpool re-
cently, insugurated what was called
~gubmarine drill” Without previous
wamning all on board, were several
tmes suddenly summozed to. the
boats.—London Chronicle.

gpeaks Quickér Now,
Patience—] understand her hus
band speaks very quick to her at
times. v
Patrice—Yes, but he's trylng to
strike an average; it was an awful

%o become a motable dairy district.

i

loug time before be proposed to her,

P
electric spark at the end of the lash.
Al of a sudden the idea occurred to
me that the snap was not made by the
Jash at all, but was produced by tha
action of the lash dividing the alr and
that it was the {nstantaneous concus-
sion of the air that produced the suap
and the electric spark was the fric-
tion caused by a division of the cur
rent of air, the same as In a thun-
derstorm. ‘Why mot?”
—— .
Job Woemen Ovarlooked.

Among the occupations not yet in-
vaded by women is that of the city
ale conper, vacaut since midsummer
day, whick cartles the privilege of
sampling ale 27ld in the city, together
with an annual salary of ten pounds.
In Dick Whittington's day it was
usual for the ale conner when ap-
polnted to. take a solemn oath . to
“know of no brewer or brewster, cook
or pie maker, who sells the gatlon of
best'ale for more than a penoy Ralf-
pendy or the gallon of second. for
more than = penny. * * ¢ And that
you, as soon as you shall be required
0. taste any -ale,-shall - be ready to-
S0.God you help,
'—London, Chronicla.,




