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The state has ‘taken pos-
sessioni” of land along North-
western_for’ some 20 years
and has left to the iland-
owners. the “pleasure" uf
paying taxes.

That was the main pmnl
made Wednesday afternoon
by Charles Bauervic, a key
Southfield landowner, before
. the House investigating!com-
mittee holding hearings in
Pontiac on the need of ex-
tending 'Northwestern High-
way 'from Telegraph to

Us2s.

“After all the publicity on
extending Northwestern, if I
dxdn't show up today we de-
Relopers would look like we
chickened out,” Bauervic
told the .committee after
being swomn in as a witness.

“Well, 'm ot afraid to'talk
to anybad i

Bauervic said the first land
the
Northwestern corridor | was
60 acres obtained about 20
years ago at 14 Mile and Or-

chard Lake Roads. He jowns
a total of 525 acres chntin
gent to that 60 acres,‘ plus
land holdmgs elsewhere.

in anticipa-

tmn of Northwestern being

built. The maps for the past

22 years have shown North-

western.' It wasn't any se-
cret.”

Bauervic sketched a |brief
history ,of the Northwestern
Area Council {NAC), a group
of landowners in West
Bloomfield Township orga-
nized to obtain information
aboul extension of Nonh-

’“We didn't exert any un-
due pressure on anyone. We
were entitled, just as much
as a singlelot owmer is, to
ask questions. The tax load
was getting higher and we
had to know whether to keep
our land or seil.”

Bauervic said about 10
years ago he was negotiating
to sell 10 acres of
right-of-way to the stzie for
the extenswn A pnce of
ssaooo or

agreed upon but Lhen me

! state backed off.

Since then sewer and water

have been added, and devel--

opment has picked ' up,
Bauervic observed, and
will icost the state much
more  to acquire | the
right:of-way. i

The highway will be built,
he continued, because West
Bloomfield is developing, “In
1953 ‘the. corridor population
was 53 million. Today it is
110 million. You can’t build

10 million new cars a-year

without having more roads.”

Bauervic admitted; he
couldn't sue the state for
damages because the value
of ms 60 acres has gone up
and up from when he pur-
chased 20 years ago. But oth-
ers have suffered monetary
damages, he added.

Bauervic, who sold the 70
acres' in Southfield for the
Prudential regional center
project, says he operates by
holding ' land to sell even-
tually, to developers.

“ retired from the auto in-
dustry in 1953 and my only
revenue derives from the
sale of property. I cannot seil
my property to develnpers,
though, until I know. what
will happen to Northwestern.
Land is like fruit, it can't be
sold until its ripe.

“At cone time, I was
5190000 behind on my taxes
and had to sell some land to
pay taxes. Some weren't that
fortunate. .

“You can't hold West

_ Bloomfield down because it's
strategically located in the
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iy
pa(h [ ol development. l.f
Northwestern contimues to be
delayed, land will fall lnto
the: hand of eyportunlsts
who'll sell to cheap devel-
opers ‘for profit only. .

“You cannot - contine :to
keep property vacant wnho\ll
revenue coming in."

He cummented the fedeml
government has col d
$38 million for Northwestern
and wopldn't have done so
unléss. the highway was
needed.| |
In' answer to questioning,
Bavervic said the NAC mem-
bers owned a total of 2,000
acres: a]nng Northwestern., \

He ob ected to suggestions
the NAC was a covert group
trying to improperly -in-
fluence legislators. “The coa-
lition ;never tried to hide its

operation.
B §eq nalhlng sinful abont

bolding land, paying taxes,
and asking questions in Lan-
sing, Why should I, as a citi-
zen, be afraid to ask Lansng
questions?

“I've had my 60 acres va-
cant for 20 years. I took a
calculated risk. There wasn't
any guarantee, but the draw-
ings were there. What's
wrong  with  that?” he
bristled.

“When the highway dept.
says it will take part of my
property sometime in the fu-
‘ture, it takes physical posses-
sion now for all practical
purposes. Yet, 1 pay taxes
— some $80 a day. I don'’t see
any profit in that.”" |
Herman Frankel, ‘ancther

‘Northwestern corridor devel-

oper, testified West
Bloomfield Township = has
kept landowners fmm devel-
oping their holdings because

n ‘

'.he l-nghway plans were on
books.

Thls sta]emate situation
led to formation of NAC, he
added, and some 16 members
have been assessed $125 each
to pay for public relations
and legal assistance.

“If there is a/moral and le-
to build the
highway,” Frankel stressed,
“it will be hnth, and that’s
the be; ,| middle, and
end of the slnry

“It is extremely unfair to
delay this for 25 years. Cur
primary purpose was to get
an answer, 1o} to influence
the answer. The answer itself
was important, we had 2
need to know.”

Frankel was
NAC and Hen:
chairman.

treasurer of
¥ Moses was - ;
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- Wednesday, Oct 3 and
Oct. 10, the Farm ngton Area
Jaycees will sponsor a gun
safety ‘clinic at
High; . 25000 ° Middle Belt
Raad The clinic,| which runs
from' 7-9:30 pm., will be
mu@lbymmnmar.

| i)EM CLUB ~
Thur‘sday, Oct. 4, at 8p.m.,
the y :

Clubwill meet in
ington C: i

the Farm-
Center.

FASHION LUN
Thursday, Oct. {4, Meadow-
brook Country Club will pro-
vide & 'setting; forf a luncheon
and ashlon show to benefit
the ton {Community
Center; The donation is $.
Luncheon is at [12:15 p.m.,
with rvice start-
ing at 11:30 a.m. not included
in me‘ ticket price. Call the
center by Monday, Oct. 1, for
reservations.
| cLosET sae

F‘nday, Oct. 5, from 9 a.m.
to 3p. m the United Method-

CHEON -

East Junior.

ist Women of Orchard United
Methodist ! Church, Farm-
Hills, will hold their

fourth anmial fall and winter The

closet sale.: The church is on
anmgv.nn Road north of 13

Salu.rday, Oct 6 Rlcky the
Clown will entertain at the

Farmington Community Cen-
ter with comedy, magic, up-
side down pictures, cowboy
roping and other tricks. Ad-
mission is $1 for two per-
formances,--at I p.m. and
2:30 p.m. Reserved tickets
are available at the center.

SKI CLUB

Monday, Oct. 8, at § pm,
there will be an organiza-
tional meeting. for an adult

ski club at the Farmington Mile,

Community Center. E. Mar-
shall Greene will teach: the
course.
STORY HOUR

Tuesday, Oct. 8, at 10 a.m.,
the fall story series for
pre-schoolers at the Farm-
ington Road library begins.

Community Calendar

Registrations are now being
aceepted by phone or i per-
son for four or five-year-olds.
programs consist of sto-
ries, finger-plays and sing-.
ing. 5 B
ART TRIP
Wednesday, Oct. 10, ‘the
Farmington Community Cen-

ter will send a bus to the '

Detroit Institute of Arts to
see a special exhibit of Rus-
sta’s collection of impression-
ist artists. The bus leaves the
center at 9 a.m. Tickets are
$4 a person with no luncheon
included. - '

ARTISTSCLUB |

‘Wednesday, Oct. 10, at 7:30
p.m., the Farmington Artists
Ciub will meet in the Farm-
ington Public. Library on 12
program will be a
critique- of members' paint-
ings by Patricia Quinlan,
Wayne State Umversqty 550
ciate art professor.-

BLUE STAR

Thursday, Oct. 11 at noon,

the Blue Star Mothers will

hold a card party at the

L
Farmington Community; Cen-
ter, i

TEEN FILM i

Thursday, Oct.” 11, the
Farmington Public' Library -
will show. the movie, “Go
Man Go,” the 'story of the:
Harlem Globetrotters, star-:
;ring Sidoey Portier. The film -
starts at 7 p.m., in the 12
Mile Road ‘branch audm)-‘
"rium,

DROP IN CENTER'

Mondays and Wednesdays,
from 10 am. to 2 p.m., the
Drop In Center meets in the:
Farmington Masonic
Temple, Grand River and
Farmington.

SENIOR CITIZENS
Thursdays - First and
third Thursdays, the sénior -
citizens from the Our Lady
of Sorrows Catholic parish
meet at the church. Mass is
at 11:30 a.m. and lunch is at
noon. Bring lunch, but coffee

. and dessert is provided. The"

group is ‘seeking members
from any- parish, not just
Sorrows.

Check Our Reduced Prices

On Quality Foods!...
| Savings On Beef, Pork =~ =~

Lamb & Pouliry Too!

Gt
Golden Ripe
~ Bananas

124

Ilew York Cut ;
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1 6-01
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"Marshmallows
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Cello

19°

Al Purpos

ERLL geech-Nut
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Milk Ghocolate or

e‘oca-ﬂola
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o Grind

. Nestles Morsels

|
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Butterscotch

14-02.
Bottlb

Flavorful
Heinz
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2
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1 Cream Syl
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Tomato ||
Paste '
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Whole Kernel .

Stokely
Corn
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Pringles

i Fireside
Saltine
CGrackers

22°||
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Can
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Tomato
Ollp

|
l
‘ Potato
|
|

1‘?02.8 c
Can .

Roll

Jumbo 1
Kleenex ||:
Towels ||
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Whoie Kernel

Niblet‘s
Gorn

19°

4

!

Birds Eye Borden’s Fudgee} Bars ur ‘
Gool Whlp Twm Pops |
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