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Our Trash Could’ Heat

‘FaCthIes, --

port from the consulting firm o,

Imagine a heating plant in the
industrial corridor of Livonia and
Plymouth that could serve:

-

Metealf and Eddy, Inc. which.Val-

lier denounced as “politically un-
salable.” He said it failed to rec-
ognize the interests: of lm:al gov-
ernments ‘and business 'in dis-
posing of solid waste.
SEMCOG’s.new action, taken
at Vallier's request, was to set up
a Solid Waste Committee of pol-
icy-makers rather than engineers. *

N Chevrulet s Spring and Bumper
«  plant, ‘ the Ford Transmission
plant,  National Can Corp: Ob-
server; Newspapers, Burruughs_
> Corp.,| Associated’ Spnng, Evans
Products, perhaps even Madonna
Callege and St. Mary Huspxtal '
Imagine further lhat this plant
bumed neither cfal nur| oil or gas
but tgash — the tons of "solid
wastes that homes and‘busmesses
place at their curbs and alleys to
be trucked away and buned
It’s possible, says Arch Vallier,
who prides himself on beigg a
Jpractical engineer and mar\ of
business, and not a.pie-in-the-sky
visionary.
Last week the executive com-
mittee of SEMCOG
Michigan Council of Govern-
ments) gave Valller another
gO(ahead signal for a project that
(ﬁay be 10 or 15 years away.

“Qur stress will be on a
long-range program of energy re-
covery,” said Vallier when { in-
terviewed him. “We want to turn
waste into some kind of useful
products. We'll have two meetings
a month and offer some pollcy
plans by the end of the year.’

The Solid Waste Committee is
to make recommendations on:

*“The est of the re-
sponsibility for the disposal of all
types of solid wastes generated in
the region,

*"“The admlmstranve frame-

. work...
In Ohserverland, Vallier is “Leglslahve proposals” to
known as a retired ‘engineey, for- accomphsh those tasks.
mer Pl;(mouth city commigsioner *“A configuration of-facilities’
and current member of - the to dispose of solid wastes that will

Schoolcraft :College board But
Vallier is dalso chairman of ‘a
SEMCOG advisory body -called
the Council, on Environmesxtal
Strategy. .

A couple of months ago, SEM-
COG received an engineering re-

have (a) minimum negative effect
on the environment; /(b) max-
imum resource recovery and (c)
least cost.

eHow to finance the capital
costs and pay operating costs.

‘Two familiar names on the

"R.T. Thompson Writes

‘No Dream

commitlee will be Slate Sen. Carl
Pursell (R:Plymouth) and Oak-
land -County Commissioner Law-
rence Pernick (D-Southfields.

Other members are expected
to come from auto companies, a
bottling firm, the state Dept. of
Natural Resources dnd local gov-
ernment.

That's why Valller calls it a
pohcy comrmttee rather than an
engineering group.

But about that giant heating
plant in the Observerland indus-
trial corridor:’ “No more of this
burying ‘trash,” Vallier told me,
'allhnugg&]\z:ndﬁ]ls will have to be-
_the - shoftterm solution to dis-
posing of solid waste.

Trash can be burned and used
for heat. Vallier notes that GM’s
Pontiac truck and coach plant
plans to do just that, and reduce
its consumption of coal by 40 per
cent next yeaf. He has also stud-
ied, with- enthusiasmi Nashville’s
new project to heat and cool 20
major downtown buildings from a
trash-burning thermal plant.

Trash can be a source of met-
als.

Trash can even be a source of
oil. Vallier wants to find out more
about a reported Connecticut proj-
ect to do just that. It’s not as wild-
an idea as it sounds, he says, be-
cause “oil is just trees and gar-
bage under high temperature and’
pressure.”

Wlll SR Voters Follow -

Plymouth’s Lead At The Polls

ketball program? We wonder how
many folks would walk out to the
football field on the cool days of
the early fall to see the band go
through its maneuvers.

We guarantee the stands would.

be quite empty except for the par-
ents and relatives who showed up
to see what their sons, daughters,
nephews and nieces had planned
for the halftime show at the
ames.
We would like to make a head
count of those attendmg a band
concert during the winter on the
basketball cpurt in place of the
fegular game.

One concert, perhaps two,
might have a crowd but for 10
Well, we believe
there would be/plenty of other at-
tractions in the area that would
be most interesting.

We can't quite believe voters in
South Redford can be that
_hard-nosed to reject thé millage
request. .However, if they do tell
the school board to go ahead and
make the ,cuts' by nixing the
request, thien the, trustees should
make the cutbacks and FORGET
ABOUT additional millage for this
year.

Drop the programs, drop every-
thing it said it would, and when

Do voters in the Souih Redford
School District care whether ex-

. tra - curricular activities contin-
ue, or are they going to take the
attitude ‘that such things are so
much nonsense and should be
dropped as soon as possible?

Basically, that's the question
that- will 'be answered in Satur-
day's election when electors will
either approve a request for three
additional mills for- operatmns or &
turn it down.

The same question was asked in
June, and-it went down to a re-
sounding “No.” |

If it is rejected for: the second
time in three months, then school
officials will be forced to make +
cutbacks of $790,000 in:services.

And among the items slated to
go would be all varsity’ sports.
This is taken to.mean all sports. at
Thurston High, including the re-

N cently introduced prngrams for
irls.

Strangely enough the marching
band is not listed among the pro-
posed cuts ... but one wonders
just what a well trainedroup of
musicians will do this f2ll if there
isnt a fodtball team 10 attract
crowds.

What will the bandsmen do dur-
ing the winter if there isn’t a bas-
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the cnmplamts start pouring in,
just tell the voters: “This is what
you voted for, and we'll let it
stand for this school year.”
Plymouth was faced with the

.

same kind of decision recently

wheri a second request was made
for new school mxllage after it
failed in-June.

The question there was: Who
cares about the proposed cut-
backs? Is it only the parents of
participants who want the pro-
grams continued? Does the com-
munity as a whole care that
much?;

The answer, judging from the
second vote in Plymouth, is par-
ents of the pamclpants and

fnends . P

They want to see theirlchildren .

performi; they believe in the value
of extra - curricular activities and
want to give their yuungslets ev-
ery chance to perform.

- Whether the parents can work
the same miracle in South Red-
ford that happened in Plymouth
remains to be seen.

In the first PIymouth vote in
June, the vote ' was 2,697
AGAINST and 1,889 for, with a
scant 20 per cenl turmng out.

In -the, balloting three weeks *

back, thé story was 2,283 for and
1,917 against with a mere 18 per
cent at the polls. It proves that
.more parents turned out the sec-
ond time while fewer of the anti
group | bothered to vote. Would you
want 'to believe only 4,200 took
time to go'to the voting booths for
snch an important issue?

Perhaps that's what the South
_Redford board hopes will take
"place Sathrday: The parents and
friends vote, and the * group
finds dther things to do.

What other reason could there

be to ‘hold an election on a mil-
lage increase on a Saturday? We
haven't heard of a Saturday elec-
_ tion in this area for a long time.
' Maybe the trustee§ know what
they are doing, but just suppose
they, ‘guessed wrong and the

anti:anything group as far as tax :

boosts are concerned does get to
the polls. It will be interesting to

Sculhfleld Lalhmp Village, Bmgham Farms .
. _/

see what the final count is come
Saturd@y night. *
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Offwlal Acts Are Legal
But Public Has Doubts

me the State Supreme Courtf
in Lansing to the local city halls
in the suburbs, ethical conflict of
interest issues have been raised
about public officials’ actions.

The aftermath of the \Vaterggte
disclosures created an attitude of

| super cynicism among voters and

the press.

Another element of pressure is
the political axessome public and
private persons want to grind at
the expense of elected ofﬁcials.

But the most serious’ flaw in

past and present conilict of inter-
est issues is the lack of vision pos-
sessed by public, officials caught
in the middie of controversies.
* This"lack leads public officials,
to ask. attorneys or legal advisors
if there is any “legal” conflict of
interest in a pending issue they
are involved in.

In-all cases, the conclusion has
been there is none, and those offi-
cials are free t? pursue their pro-
posed course.

But they fail to see the ethical -

conflict which is obvious to many
other persons familiar with the
facts.

The only legal barrier against
an elected official being directly -
involved with a rezoning issue or
contract or related issue is wheth-
er the official has a direct finan-
cial interest. !

There are! numerous other fac-
tors entering the situation which
make it clear ~-actually crystal
clear - that the legal definition of
a conflict of .interest leaves much
to be desired from public offi-
cials.

The most recem conflict issue
in Lansing was resolved last week
when Supreme Court ~Justice
Thomas Brennan announced his
‘resignation to work fulltime for
his private law school.

The school was partially sup-

ported by donations generated by  of that newsprint places the-group bright, spritely product as al-

a” mass solicitation of' lawyers. of seven newspapérs in a pre- ways.

While lawyers are free to contrib-  carious position. Observer Newspapers Inc.
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> - Sense And Nonsense s

A former Observerland = city
manager who ¢ resigned under
pressure was sten. reeently driv-
ing with a Bumper ‘sticker on his
car touting the famous free fair
held annually in.the Michigan city
he’s been eyeing for a new job.

hool truandy is against the
but can be justified because
the law hash't thrown errant pu-
pils into jail.. Thus, the reward of
escaping boredom is greater than

. the punish.mgnL

Teachers who disagree with this
rationalization ought to consider
their position of breaking the law
by striking for economic advan-

ute funds or ignore the financial
plea from the law school, it takes
no professor of political science to

detérmine the plea for funds

stands a better chance when the
man making it is a State Supreme
Court justice

There is an unspoken threat
made by the justice who. solicits
funds from lawyers who stand the

" possibility of appearing before the

court.

On a more local level, Westland
City Councilman Glenn Shaw Jr.
saw no legal conflict of interest in
supporting a rezoning petition in
which his employer was a part-
ner.

Shaw changed his mind a day
later, but recall petitions drafted
by homeowners appcsed to the re- .

zoning are still being Circulated
against Shaw.
Public officials,in other suburbs

display more distretion about po-

tential conflicts.

In Berkley a councilman em- .

ployed by Detroit Edison Co. re-
fused to vote or discuss any mat-
ter involving Edisor. He left the
council chambers while the mat-
ter was being debated so his pres:

ence would put no pressure on his -

colleagues.

That kind of vision toward fu-
ture consequences and what the -

public might think if the opposite

actions were taken is what ‘elect- -

ed officials need. -
If they lack vision, ethical con-

flict ‘of interest issues will contin-

uéto plague suburban officials.

We, Too, ArefCaught _
By NéwsprlntShQrtage g

o .
Qur readers may be wondering
why some of their favorite fea-

tures appear to have vanished .

from the Observer Newspapers

columns in the past t(wo editions.
No, it ismt. true‘such articles
ve beén dropped; the truth of

- the miatter is the Observers, like

newspapers in every section of
the land, have been caught in the
newsprint shortage .and are

doing everything possible to con- -

serve use.

The strikes of eight Canadian
newsprint mills have made the
situation critical for most news-
papers in the United States. Two
of the mills shut down by labor
difficulties are Prjce Co. pulp and
paper plants.

Price Co. is one of the two sup-
pliers of the ‘Qbservers, and loss

tages, knowing well that the law

- won't throw errant educators in

jail.

-The alternatives are (1) for the
Legislature té revise attendance
and public employe strike laws,
or (2) for teacher and pupil to
meet in the pokey.

An Observerland service club
member commented recently at a
luncheon mieeting that the Detroit
News traditionally critigizes lar[ge
firms, such as the Auto Club and
American Motors, for moving of-
fices from Detroit to the suburbs
and thereby ‘abandoning” the
central city. . .

« N

Realizing that the stfike may
continue for sorme time, the Ob-

sergers are tightening up at every '

possible point, cutting corners

. wherever possible to make  the’
available supply of newsprint last

as long as possible.

That’s why'sone things md§ be ’

missing from your editions. The
news and editorial space have
been reduced. There may be re-
strictions on some kinds of adver-
tising. Everythirig will be tight-
ened to conserve newsprint and
asdure readers of getting their
newspapers delivered as, usual un-
til the situation eases.

.We hope you'll bear with us

during a trying time. It could we]l -

be that additional reductions will
have- to be. made in- editorial.
space, but the Observer staff is

geared to turn oGt the same.

The club member then noted

that nothing was said about-The . .

News moving all of its production

operations - to its rew Sterling
\

Heights plant. . i
Ve

In a fine gesture of non-partisan
support, Farmington Cduncilman
Jojfn Allen insisted on - equal
pfovileges when the ' Oakland

unty Republicans came before
he council for. a permit for
und-raising.

Y think that when the.. what's
the 'name of that other parly"

Well, anyway, we ought to give
them the sa,sUe\privilege in the
resolution.” \




