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Laws, Punishment, An

No society can operate without rules. No rules can
work without sanctions which certainly penalize the viola-
tion of those rules.

These seem like two elementary propositions, clearly
understood by any parent who has told a child that 9 p.m.
is bedtime . . . or else.

But it is the violation of these twin principles that has
brought our nation to its present sorry state.

We have a system of laws (rules, if you will) which
state with admirable clarity just what is permitted by the
society and what is not; we also have a system of penal-

_ties (sanctions) including fines and jail terms which are
visited upon those who break the law, partly to extract
pain from violators and partly to encourage others to fol-
low the law.

Unfortunately, the way the system is working in prac-
tice these days is that the ordinary guy who breaks the
rules pays the price but the big shot who does it gets away
with a wet noodle slapped across the wrist.

AS EXAMPLE, take the cases of two suburban politi-
cians, Robert Sincock of Plymouth and Spiro Agnew of
Baltimore, Md.

Bob is a distinguished citizen of Plymouth, a leading
candidate for mayor after November’s election, and a real
estate man by profession. A couple of weeks ago, he
signed the name of a client to a deed to help speed up a
real estate transaction.

Sincock received no commission on the transaction,

but signing someone else’s name on a deed constitutes
forgery, which is against the rules.

The State Department of Liceasing and Regulation
heard about the case, asked Sincock about it, and got an
admission of wrong doing. Sincock then got his real estate
license revoked. He broke the rules, and he got punished.

Spiro is a distinguished citizen of Baltimore, was a
leading candidate for the presidency in 1976, and is a poli-
tician/lawyer by profession.

According to the U.S. Justice Department, while gov-
emor he repeatedly took payolfs and bribes from Mary-
land contractors and engineers to help them get state con-
tracts, and continued this practice while vice president of
the United States.

Normally, bribery, conspiracy and extortion are
serious violations of the rules, punishable by many years
in jail and big fines. Because of the poiitical situation in-
volving Agnew; he bargained with the Justice Department,
copped a plea and beat the rap, getting a suspended sen-
tence and a light fine, in return for resignation as vice

' president.

You see how it works.

OTHER EXAMPLES abound.

The powerful Detroit teachers union is found in con-
tempt of court and fined for failing to go back to work
when so ordered. When a settlement is finally worked out,
a key part is that the school board will not push the union
to pay the fines.

A Michigan state senator and a judge were recently

found guilty of taking bribes in a liquor license case, but
they continue to sit in the Legislature and on the bench

even though the law forbids convicted felons from holding
public office.

And so forth,

A Lou Harris poll released Monday reported that pub-
lic confidence in performance of law enforcement agencies
has dipped to an all time low. Sixty-nine per cent of those
polled agreed with the idea that “‘our system of law en-
forcement does not discourage people from committing

crimes.”
1t's not hard to see why people feel this way.

“I ASK YOU LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN OF
THE VOTING

’

PUBLIC, WHATS
IN A NAME?”

Is Information System Wrong?

Last week, in writing about
vice. presidential nominee
Gerald R. Ford, 1 recalled
that despite his high charac-
ter, he gave answers to ques-
tions that seemed to have
been cranked from a mimeo
maching, and that he said

. nothing memorable in all the
. times I've covered him.

Mary Esch is a different
kind of guy.

‘The 2nd District congress-
man from 'Ann Arbor was
visiting the Livonia and
Plymouth segments of his

. sprawling bailiwick, and we
* got to talking about whether
“it's fun, rewarding and pro-
ductive to be a US. repre-
sentative.

“We' have a reaction-ary
Congress,” he said. He used
_the word mot in a palicy
sense but because Congress
“reacts “to interest groups
. and doesn’t think ahead.”

. Esch, a PhD who taught at

-~ Wayne State University and

- the University of Michigan,

* zeroed in ony'‘our process of
information  gathering. It's,
outmoded.

“We need to have con-
sultants to do detached re-
searchrand analysis instead
of what we're doing. Con-

. gressional hearings don't

* - really provide information.

- They get across a point of

view. You know pretty well

- ahead of time what the testi-

mony will be.”

* T suggested that because

. Congress is dominated by

- lawyers, committees conduct

- hearings the same way a

. court does, with members

L itting en banc like a panel

o'of judges. He agreed the

. analogy was apt, and went

on to tell about a new kind of

- information gathering he and

*. others, are trying in the Sci-

: ence and Astronautics Com-
- mittee.,

_ “We have 15 or 20 leaders

> in for a oneday conference

that they ran; we observed.
Then there was an interface
between them and the com-
mittee members,” he said.
Out of that came legislative
proposals.

Esch, it should be pointed
out, is an expert in group dy-
namics and has been a con-
suitant to business and labor
in that area. Anyone who has
ever been in a company with
several departments of var-
ied types of expertise can un-
derstand the critical impor-
tance of the storage, retriev-
al, coordination and appli-
cation of information.

If you have a lousy system,
employes who could have

.valuable input into the for-

mation of company policy
are ignored. The same is
true of national policy.

Esch is saying, therefore,
that we've been using an
archaic, legalistic method in
Congress of feeding informa-
tion to the people who write
our faws.

He went further. It's one
thing for a Congress to pass
laws, but it's quite another to
evaluate how they actually
work. Congress, says Esch,
has been weak in overseeing
the administration of our
laws.

“We don't oversee the oth-
er branches of government.
We're not capable of seeing
how well, for example, the
Office of Education is doing.

“We should have an over-
sight committee for each
committee of Congress to
ride herd on the adminis-
tration and evaluate our pro-
grams,” he said.

Esch has long opposed the
seniority system whereby the
ranking member of the ma-
jority party is automatically
chairman of the committee,
with tremendous powers as a
result.

But he points out that “‘we
are gradually taking away
the power of chairmen. Com-
mittee members can now
call up a bill.” And he re-
calls that in 1968 he worked
with then-Rep. (later Sena-
tor) Charles Gooddell to open
up nearly all sessions of the

.
Public

We doff our hats today to
Richard Dauch, manager of
the Chevrolet Spring and
Bumper plant in Livonia, for
his fine cooperation when
state officials investigated an
oil slick on Newburgh Lake.

‘The oil apparently came
from a sewer running along
Amrhein Road, adjacent to
the huge Spring and Bumper
plant as well as three or four
other plants that dump into
the same sewer.

Apprised of the situation,
Dauch immediately offered
to make tests of all things
coming from his plant and
dumping into the sewer line.

He told the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
investigators of the numer-
ous steps taken by Spring
and Bumper to assure it was
not guilty of dumping any oil
residue that could cause pol-
lution of the water.

He displayed the skimmer
used by the plant to skim off
all oils. He showed how it
was in operation around the
clock and all residue was
skimmed off time and time
again so that nothing but a
clear liquid went into -the
sewer. No oily waste since it
had been skimmed off and
placed in a receptacle to be
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House Education and Labor
Committee.

You never hear imagina-
tive ideas like that from a
Richard Nixon or a Gerald
Ford, the lawyers. They and
Esch are all Republicans,
but the intellectual approach
of Esch is as different from
Nixon-Ford as night and day.

removed to ancther place
and then burned.

. “We at Spring and Bumper
want to make sure that we
aren't guilty of any pollu-
tion,” said Dauch to the in-
vestigators. “T'll have our
laboratory send a crew of
men to the lake to make
some tests and ascertain if
the oil on the lake is of the
type we use, if so, then we'll
pay the expense of the tests
and also accept the penalties
handed down by the courts.

“If it isn’t our kind of oil,
then we'll expect the state to
pay for the tests and find
which of the plants dumping
into the same sewer line is
guilty.”

Dauch made the offer vol-
untarily to speed up the time
needed for the tests. He did
it as a public service and as
such expected full

cooperation from the state
investigators.

Almost two weeks have
passed since the GM chem-
ists and laboratory experts
completed their tests and
found it was not oil from the
Spring and Bumper plant.

After receiving cooperation
of that kind from a plant
which was willing to take the
risk of being guilty, one
would think the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
investigators would expedite
their efforts to find the guilty

party. .

However, such isnt the
case. Either the state isn't
interested or the workers are
taking their good old time
before acknowledging the re-
port from Spring and Bump-
.

o

1t isot often that a plant
manager offers the services

Service Goes For Naught

of his experts to help resoive
a case of pollution in which
his organization could be in-
volved. All know that a stiff
fine could be imposed if the
plant was guilty along with
an order to correct the situ-
ation immediately regardless
of cost. .
In this instance Dauch was
so certain Spring and Bump-
er couldn’t be involved be-

d Fat Cats: A Comment )

f our society is to survive, it mast have rules which
work, which means that punishment must be kard and cer-

tain if the law is violated.

If our society is to survive as a democracy, the laws
and the punishments must apply equally to every man and
each institution, no matter how rich or powerful.

No man is above the law,

r'%pect for it must start at the

and if the law is to govern,
very top.

Police Wiii
High Praise

EDITOR:

We've lived in Livonia for
four years and I never want-
ed to move here. I still don't
like it for numerous reasons.
But since I've come in con
tact with the Livonia police
department, and their judg-
es, I could never move from
here.

1 don't think there could be .
a safer place to live in the
whole world. I do not know
any of them personally, but
one cry for help and they are
there in a matter of minutes.

My father suffered a
serious heart attack in my
home three years ago. He
was visiting from Florida
and had no doctor here. I ran
to the phone in near hysteria

. and dialed the operator for

help. While I was still talking

to her, a policeman ran in
the front door with oxygen
and contributed to saving his
life.

On Sunday, Oct. 7, at 3:30
pm. [ was about to enter
Lawson’s at Five Mile and
Merriman with my two chil-
dren when a young boy
pulled my purse off my arm
and ran, I left my children
and ran after him, calling for
help all along.

1 was very lucky, for my
help came through the Li-
vonia police department. In
less than two hours they re-
covered my purse and
caught the boy. I'm not very
good at writing letters, but I
just had to say thank you
somehow.

MRS. BERNARD KUDLA
Livonia

This Principal

EDITOR:

While driving down Shel-
don Road in the dense fog re-
cently, I could not help but
get a warm, secure feeling
for the children at Gallimore
School.

George Dotson, principal
at Gallimore, is not only con-
cerned about the education of
his children, but also their
safety.

Played It Safe

Each morning of the fog,
+ Mr. Dotson was assisting the
crossing guard with the tre-
mendous task of stopping
traffic on Sheldon and get-
ting the kids across safely.
T'm sure this isn't in his con-
tract!

The kids at Gallimore are \
lucky. - someone really
cares.
CONNIE CAVANAUGH

Plymouth

READERS

> FORUM

Please type {or write
to 300 words.
® Letters must be, si

clearly) and limit letters

gned, with the writer's

address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-

er's request and for good

cause.

® The editor reserves the right to reject un-

suitable letters.

cause of its precautions
against pollution that he
risked possible penalties
against the skills of his labo-
ratory icians and chem-
ists.

1t appears Dauch has won
but one wouldn't know as far
as the state investigators are
concerned. Perhaps they feel
it better to hide their heads
in the sand than to answer a
report from a person inter-
ested in a public service.

Time To Think Impeachment

By EMORY DANIELS

President  Nixon  has
crossed the line, and the U.S.
Congress is faced with the
single alternative of begin-
ning impeachment proceed-
ings.

Nixon ought to be im-
peached for his actions of
Saturday, Oct. 20 (“Sweetest
Day"), and the prima facie
evidence seems sufficient to
provoke Congress to in-
troduce a bill of impeach-
ment, draw a bill of particu-
lars, and send an indictment
to the Senate.

It isn't.any longer neces-
sary for Congress to consider
whether Nixon should be im-

peached for alleged prior

knowledge of Watergate, or
participation in - the sub-
sequent coverup activities.

NIXON WAS ORDERED
by the court to reach a com-
promise with Archibald Cox
on how pertinent evidence in
the tapes could be delivered
to the trail court.

The President’s response
was. to fire the man with
whom he must compromise
becduse Cox disagreed with
the - Nixon tape summary
plan, and to dismantle the
Justice Dept.

That compromise plan by
Nixon shouldn’t be viewed as
a voluntary act on his part to
resolve the tape issue, nor
Cox’s refusal to agree as de-
fiance against the President.

Nixon was ordered by the
U.S. Court of Appeals to pro-

duce the tapes. The stipula- |

tion was that a compromise
would be accepted only if
Cox was agreeable.

On Oct. 20, Nixon openly
defied the Court and U.S.
Senate. He now stands in
contempt of court and con-
tempt of the Senate. He has

i the in-

run the nation with Nixon at
the helm.

12th? It’s Unbelievable!!

It hardly seems possible so
much has taken place in the
relatively short time of 12
years. But today Schooleraft
College celebrated the 12th
anniversary of its founding.

It only seems like yes-
terday that we were attend-
ing board meetings in the old
School in Livonia

e
vestigatory task force, seized
the evidence, and fired those
responsible to pursue a fair
prosecution within our sys-
tem of justice.

Nixon has placed himself
above the courts, above the
law, and above the U.S. Con-
stitution. The pation cannot
afford to leave the man in of-
fice. If the U.S. Constitution
means anything at all, and if
America is a nation of law,
removal of the President is
now mandatory.

Once done, we can get on
with the proper handling of
charges against Watergate
participants, resolve that
matter, and get on with the
business of running the na-
tion. But, we can no longer

at the intersection of Ann Ar-
bor and Newburgh Roads.

Those were the days ..
meetings in the small audito-
rium at the abandoned school
during the heat of the sum-
mer with windows wide open
and all sorts of insects flying
around including  wasps
which made you duck con-
stantly...a'time when the col-
lege was in its infancy and
the board of trustees was
busy selecting a site, approv-
ing faculty * and adminis-
trative personnel for key po-
sitions.

Of that original group, only
four are still associated with
the college, and all of the
board members are long
gone.

Cut Garbage

EDITOR:
There has been a great

By Recycling

plete recycling centers any-
where. If the residents would

deal of discussion fecently on \make the small effort neces-
the subject of reducing the' sary to recycle cans, glass
cost of garbage pickup in and newspapers, our garbage
Redford Township. I suggest pickup would be cut consid*
that we, the people, can help eraBly and at the same time
with a minimurm of effort. we would be conserving our

We have available right natural resources.
here in Redford Township
one of the finest, most com-

The four remaining are
vice president in charge of
business Kemneth Lindner;
executive secretary and aide
to the president Mrs. Clara
Rousseau; Librarian Patrick
Butler, and assistant Edward |
Snyder.

The birthday celebration
included a- return to the
campus by retired President
Eric Bradner and Dean, of
Students Lois Waterman.
Each played ,a major role in
the early development of
Schoolerait.

The college was founded by
the Clarenceville, Garden
City, Livonia and Plymouth
school districts on Oct. 24,
191. Northville joined two
years later.

Established as the North-,
west Wayne’ County Commu-
nity College, the name
“Schoolcraft™ was adopted
by the board of trustees in
February 1963 to honor the .
memory and example of
Henry Rowe Schoolcrait, a
15th century ethnologist of

RUTH PETTITT
Redford Township

high ideals and far-reaching
educational vision. .

The nine building campus
is on 200 acres along Hag-
gerty Koad between Six and
Seven Mile Roads in Livonia.

. From 2,000 students in the
fall of 1964, the college has
more than 8,000 enrolled
now. It recently opened an
instructional center in Gar-
den City with 550 taking
classes there.

it's a far cry from the col-
lege that gained- the nick-
name of “Haggerty High” in
the early stages of devel-
opment. From that descrip-
tion, it has developed into
one of the foremost commu-
nity colleges in Michigan and
in the midwest.

"And predictions are that it
will have a total enrollment
of more than 20,000 by 1980. .

Happy Birthday to Presi-
dent Nelson Grote and his
staff. May the next 12 years
be even more fruitful than °
the first.

By R. T. THOMPSON



