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A Brave Soul Teaches The Ladies

Golf Pro Gary Whitener Has Great Success

Gary Whitener, pro at Li-
vonia’s new Muntcipal Whisper -
tng Willow Golf Ciw, s a
brave soul, Ome of the first
tasks he took on was the sup-
ervision of 4 golf clinic for
members of the distaff side,
ranging In age from the mid-
dle teens to the ages where it
{m’t mentioned.

It 1s just one of the many
programs Gary, an Evans sch-
olar from Western Golf and

Country Club tn Rédford Town-
ship and a graduate of Mich~

1gan State University, tntroduc- *

ed In his first yesr at the
new course, which opened on
Memortal Day.

Since then he has been busy
arranging events for every type
of golfer, novice or sklilled,
and has had unusual success
considering that the play has
bullt up to more than 250 play-
ers on Sundays and holldays.

That’'s quite a number for a
nine-hole layout,

But then he dared to take
the bull by the horns and de-
cided to stage a clinic for
women golfers who wanted to
learn some of the fine points
of the game.

Tne fine points they were
primarily Interested in were
such {tems as how to hold a
club, how to swing and how
to hit the ball. Then there

‘were such other things as putt-
ing, and gotting out of the sand
and the high grass without us-
ing the hand mashle,

Did you ever stand on a
platform with a *“mike’’ In your
hand and try to tell a group
of 50 or more members of
the feminine sex how to inter-
lock fingers for the proper
grip on a club and then dem-
onstrate the proper swing?

That was jast one of the

things  Gary attempted--and
from the comments of those
in attendance he did quite well,
Most of the gals were more
or less firmly convinced that
now they knew how to swing
right and hit the ball straight
as a string 200 yards,
IR

BUT OF COURSE that was
far from the truth--as atl learn-
ed when they flnally got up
enough merve to try a round

And The Gals Were Still Swinging Far Into The Dusk

Mrs. James Stoner is told how to use an iron, where 1o place the
dub and how to swing through by the class instructor.

Listening to words of the instructor as he ex-
plains the fine points of the game is Mrs. Robert
Griffin. She was one of the more than 50 that took
every word of advice and tried to follow it.

over the nine holes with no
instructor looking over their
shoulders,

It probably will be some time
before the course {s back to
the fine shape It has attalned
since the opening--but Gary
isn't complaining, He now has
a solid core of about 50 wo-
men golfers to work with,

en, (00, several have be-
come puplls and are taking
lessons from Gary and his as-
ststant, Steve Kagzmar, who also
serves as starter,

“We started the clinlc this
year to determine how much
{nterest could be created for
a brandnew course,’” saldGary.
“We now know that this will
become an annual event, and
I'm sure that it will grow and
grow to the point that we'il
have to split it Into sections
In future years.’”

. .

THE FORMAT WAS simfiar
to that used In other Michigan
communities. The word was
spread around through the press
--In this case The Observer
Newspapers--and the gals were
Instructed to register person-
ally or by phone.

Gary had anticipated that the
first class would consist of
about 20 to 25 and was much
amazed when the total soared
to more than 75, of whom more
than 50 attended,

Rt started with fnstruction
In the fundamentals of driving
and holding the club,
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"W had a few who had some
knowledge of correct methods,’"
smiles Gary. “But the majority
were first Umers--first time
on a golf course but with an

intense desire to learn,
DN

“YOU'D BE AMAZED to see
how the entlre group settled
down and practiced. I'll bet
several had sore shoulders and
muscles the next day, but there
wasn't a single one ready to
quit,

“The fact Is that we started
the class In the bright sunlight
of the early evening and prac-
Heally had to chase some of
the giris when dusk settled down
and it became too dark to see
what kind of swings they were
taking,"

The clinic extended over two
nlghts and the story was the
same for each--working and
taking instructions untih dark.

Now, Gary finds himself with
some of the group coming back
as players, trying out the les-
sons learned In such a quick
tme,

. v e

“THIS IS ONLY the begin-
ning,”” he says. ““Come another
year and we'll have a serfes
of classes for the young ones,
starting around the age of 10
and including those in the early

teens. This 1s 2 big part of our .

job, and we plan to make it
bigger.""

Gary has more than a bit
of knowledge In handling such
programs.

He served for elght years
under Warren Orlick, at Tam
O*Shanter, where he received
the rudiments of the work of a
pro. Then he was at Western
for five years, part of the time
while attending Michigan State,
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ol Pro Ghary Whitener stands back as Sandra Hall
ollows through atter getting instructi

foline sp s oo, g g instructions on how
L

7 ¥
Starter Steve Kazmar gives Mrs.

Raymond
Michaelson some tips-in the proper way to hold
the club and the correct swing to get the most
power when hitting the ball.
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LIVONIA PARKS AND RE-

CREATION Annual Carnival
in Mall FUN AND GAMES
FOR ALL AGES 11 am. to
Sp.m. WIN PRIZES, MUSIC,
DANCING, BATON TWIRLING

bargains Cinema I, Weight Watchars.
munity Aoom, 12:15 p.m. Oeuc
Square Dancers, B p.m.

ommunity Raom

Wednesday
3 l COLONIAL SENIOR CITIZENS.  Comrmnity

and ended his appr
2t Knollwoed Country Club,

With a background like that,
small wonder that he has been
able to make such a success
of Whispering Willows in the
short time the course has been
open,

After passing the initlal test
of a clinic for the gals, he
feels he’s ready to tackle most
any kind of 2 program,

Now Anyone Can

Afford a Hearing Aid

® NO BATTERIES TO BUY
Model N.R. — Just slip it in your ear and
hear again as nature intended. Do you
hear but do not understand? Audibel is of-
fering these true-life size replicas, that
you can wear in the privacy of your home,
absolutely FREE. It is yours to keep,

These models are FREE while the

4 limited supply lasts. We suggest
you phon2 KE 7-1840 for yours, or
Auding ar Ald write today. .
® No batteries 1o change Name
Address
® No cords or tubes ciy o
® Custom fitted- .
® More powerl Six transistor Metro Hearing Aid (eltar
24821 Five Mile Detroit 39

® Integrated circuit

| Thursday Wovonn Forks ana s Ay

o i Wi i day 10 e 13 o
l HAROLD SHINNICK, weli-known artest wiil
Frida :
y Livonia Parks and Recreation Arts and
Crafts Show [n Malt from 10 a.m. to
9 pm.

t
Saturday | o oo cicvonso

3

be painting in Mall August 1:10th. GRIN.
NEL'S OAGAN SOCIETY nweting «n Com-
munity Room, 7:30 p.m.

h Arts and
Crafts Show in Mall. COIN SHOW in
Community Room. Buying and Selling
10 am. to 9 p.m. Auction:at 4 p.m.

MEET YOU AT THE MALL
Open “til 9 Mon., Thurs.. Fri., Sat.
“til 5:30 Tues. - Wed.

There’s always ,
something going on &t ...

LIVONIA
MALL ==

MIDDLEBELT




