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TOMATO VlNES left

to spraw on (he ground

generally produce more mJn ithan the staked

varieties. But staking h;

as olher advantages. It

keeps the fruitclean and uses less space.

your tom

Tomatoes are still the most

popular home garden vege- -

table ‘grown in America, and.
for good reason. The home -
grown productis far superior
in flavor and quamv to those
usually found in stores --and
there are so many ways to
use them.

They ‘don’t take much

,Space, and they're not fussy
about soil, but they do like a

Time to consider

atz_o crop

need feeding — with three or
four ;pounds of 5-10-10 fertili-
zer per 100 square feet prior
to spading.

Seed should be started -in-
doors eight weeks. before
planting- outside in order to
get healthy foot-high plants
ready for the garden alter
danger of frost.

* Enipty milk cartons filled
with | planting ‘soil are ex

Garden

chatter

1 Mdny suburban houses
'havea Iarge bare expanse of -
{lawn with a ssolitary tree”

Ore of the most common
diseases to afflict seedungs
is called “damping-off:*
fungus disease, which causes
seedlings to-wilt, shrivel 'up
and die.

Itiis most prevalent in-
doors when common 'garden
soil is used to start seedlings.
or dirty containers. Best way
to avoid “damping-off” is to

-, use, clean containers for
starting seedlings. and to use’

a sterile packaged seed start-
ing medium. When starting
seedlings indoors, it's also
important to prevent the
seedlings stretching towards
the light.

An aluminum foil reflector
placed Gehind the seedlings
will help provide even light-
ing. and it may be necessary
to keep turning the contain-
ers’ so the seedlings. grow
straight.

The most *common dis-

_ Pressing plc

Native vegetation lhat is
pressed and mounted can be
a rewarding and attractive
fhobby.

Begin “by making a plant
press from_one to two-inch
strips'of Y4-inch plywood, say

ease with zinnias is mildew,
a_ powdery | white fungus
a  which discolofs the foliage in
summer. Certain kinds of
zZinnias are mildew-resistant,
and it's a good policy to
check descriptions to find
those varieties wlhich are
claimed to be resistant.

There are lalso fungicidal
sprays and dusts which can
be used on zinnias to keep
the disease in|check. Another
deterrent is (q change the lo-
cation of zinnia * plantings
eachyear, |
* When huylr\g femhzer for
your garden you will see a
set of three numbers used,
such as 10-20-20 or some oth-
er combinatian. These num-
bers indicate |the percentage
contént of thethree most im-
portant plant| nutrients: ni+
trogen, phosphorus and po-
tassium in that order.

When colle
sure to incl
stemns, leave:
and seeds if
with flowers
able.

I collecting trees, shrubs

ting plants be
de the rcots,

and flowers
resent. Plants
re most desir-

-be necessary, such as garden

 standing in the middle. In a
c ! situation like that it doesn't
- If you have a garden with . take much-to transform the
poor or exhausted soil it is ‘ scene into a colotful center”
genefally a good idea to ob- : piece,
tain a soil analysis from your A simple flower bed
local state university, t0 find : created from rough natural
out the nutrients it lacks. | poulders and planted in the
then buy a fertilizer that | middle with flowering an-
gives you the correct.per- - puals lends a charming
centages to put your soil touch.
back inbalance. | Where the tree is tall, al-
~ One of the most important - lowing plenty of sunlight un-
jobs when starting] a new ' der the base, petunias, dwarf
garden jis soil preparation. "
Deep digging is essential,
plus the removal o swnu
and weed roots.

A soil-conditioner may also

and geraniums would make a
colorful bed.

Under more- shady condi-
tions some shade loving an-
nuals should be considered
such as impatiens, coleus,
begonias and vinca.

Instead of boulders, a
raised bed like this could be
constructed from railroad
ties or bricks. A raised bed
is generally better than a
sunken bed under trees be-

t, manure or Compost.
ﬁy when you have a gzod
crumbly well-drainied Soil
can you- expect worthwhﬂe
results, and create the best -
possible conditions for good
fertilizers and'good plants to
do their job. ot

ints rewarding hobby

I .
crowding, Straighten and left in the damp newspapers
smooth the plant and place it and dryers too long, the
between a folded single plants will.turn brown.
newspaper page. Now it is
ready to placed in the
press.

Place dryers, made from

Any heavy, white paper is
suitable for mounting plants;
however, standard herba-
rifim mounting sheets can be

Tree- base garden,
Ta colorful touch

marigolds, - salvias; pansies’

wm‘

we

cause sha!]nw u'ee roots of- ,
ten obstruct ' the proper
growth of plants, and deep:
spading to create adequate”
room can mult in damage
tohe tree, b
To a house - proud home .
owner this kind of fdea cafi
make the differencé between
looking like everyone else on
the block and showing a little
imagination. trees.
HOME MPROVEMENT
Room Additions
- httics @ Rec.Rooms
tchens

Private phone
for teens

LA telephone booth for teen-
agers’ privacy can. be
framed of 2 by 4 - inch west-
em wood , and enclosed with
board-paneling under a sec-
ond “floor or basement
stairway. .

i Sidings

Gutters
Free Estimates
T.M. Vickers
Construction
425-3584

Licsnséd Buiider

CHRYSLER BASS BOAT
Stpeccats

WE CUSTOM BUILD TO YOUR NEEDS
$20.00 DEPOSIT HOLDS BOAT UNTIL AFH\L 1

AAHBOR,S EE50W. 9MILE. OAK PARI

Painting - Decorating

(Two MitesE. nmmnmm} 545-4522

ATTRACTIVE raised,
“bed will allow shade -lov-
ing annuals to grow unde

fy ion. Also.. thi ) Michigan State Universit; ther woody plants includ N YL !
sundy location, A1so. e - colen for tarting tomatoes. otk 0 Bt ta 13 5 o o ol eemaanaagy Ckding fel, blottr paper or - purchased. To mount, place S, ‘QSSTOS »
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. imen. - . .
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SA2253s | with part of the green'stem cess to make the other half  Before pregsing, remove mount them. | also available. b —
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