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of Livonia Franklin gets ready to pump in a
route to his team's 69-59 victory over North
nklin in first place in the Northwest Suburban
e shot is Noith's Mike Daley (24). Observer

vs. Riverside

in Tri-River showdown i

The Tri River League has
reached the showdown stage
in its basketball title race
and all of the blue chips will
be on the table Friday night
when Garden City West in-
vades Dearborn Heights Riv-
erside.

The two teams go into the
final game of the. regular
schedule tied for first place
with 11-2 loop records and to
take the title West must re-
verse an earlier 7364 loss to
Riverside. For the season
West is 145 and Riverside

144,
West pushed within one

step jof the throne by whip-
ping Southgate, 88-38, as Riv-
ers)ie was disposing of the
only; other contender. Inkster
Che"ly Hill. ‘It marks the
sixth! . straight _year -Coach
Chris Babler's West crew has
beeq] knocking on the cham-
pionship door.

The Tigers won the fitle in
19691970 and 1971, and have
finished second the last two
years, :

West's outing against

Southgate was little more’
than a good serimmage as
the |

Did you read what Senator
Proxmire. said about the av-
erage American? I have to
agree with him to a certain
point. Fortunately it doesn’t
apply to my readers, All you
have to do is head for any of
the ski areas and stand in lift
lines for 15 minutes or so and

wonder if*all of America has
s

taken to the ski slopes.

Or visit any of the indoor |

tennis courts or ice rinks and
you'll find the local popu-
lation participating. Of

course you will find ‘specta-

tors at basketball and hockey
games and you will find
many- glued to their tele-
vision sets on weekends, but
1 honestly think there has
been an upsurge-of participa-
tion by ‘'middle-age Ameri-

ans.” (Before I get letters, 1
categorize middle-age as 25
years andup.)

I'look at the number of
housewives participating in
programs, at the Y and the
number of businessmen play-
ing handball and .jogging.
Your health studios and rec-
reation departments are all
experiencing growth in pro-
grams, People are becoming
more health conscious. No
one wants to be ““fat.”

Clothing styles today favor
the slim person. I still main-
tain that jt was the clothing
manufacturers who caused
the sudden popularity in ski-
ing. Tight stretch pants en-
hanced the figures of most
women apd the men soon
went where the girls were,
and vice-versa. Once you've
paid §50 for a pair of!ski
pants you're not about to let
yqur figure go down |the
drain so you can't fit into
them next season. Skiing is
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expénsive enough without
having to buy new clothes
each season.

If{you're really observant
youiwill notice how trim all
the [athletes (other than pro-
fessional wrestlers) are. Ten-
layers, gymnasts, swim-
. Tunners, you name.the
. they are all slim and

riors in front of TV set
night. It's all so simple
urn more calories than
Jake in -- which means
flown on your intake of
food and exercise,

One writer on this paper
was;|expounding on how ex-
pensjve certain sports are,
but thow much do we spend:
n ah evening at the movie
or theater where the only
benéfit is mental, not physic-
al. dr how much is spent on
an évening at the local pub
where the value» is strictly
socigl.

Yéu may be spending a
high{dollar on skiing or ten-
nis gr golf or even bowling,
but dne must remember that
it took a large amount of
morey to construct that par-
ticular facility and a sepa-
rate}|lamount to keep it run-
ning| Maybe it takes a more
mature mind to realize you
dunt get something for noth-
ing nowadays. Everything is
relative, depending on our
basit: values.

I'dé seen parents spend
hundteds of dollars for mo-
torcjcles and snowmobiles
eir children. I question
values on purchases
that. iThese machines
ore apt to shorten one’s
‘ather than add to it

s

are
life,

Tigers shot 33 per cent 3=

from the floor and rolled to a
249 first quarter margin be-
hind the shooting of Paul
Tatro, Ken Kinsvater and
-Scolt Chidester.

By halitime the Tigers
were on top 44-18 and Babler
used his reserves most of the
second half. Al 10 of the
West players who saw action
got into the scoring column.,
but: Babler doesnt expect
such -an easy time of it
Friday.

Box score:

; Cotlnn, 703

. only one in|

puts Franklm one step from title

Now it's
game of the season before
Franklin can clinch the
championship of the North-
west Suburban League. That
big one cdmes up Friday
when the’ Ratriots entertain
Oak Park and need the vie-
tory to take the coveted

" crown. Franklin eclinched a

share of fifst with a 6959
victory over North Farm-
ington.

Remember. it
Park that
one of its tl

was - Oak
handed Franklin
ree setbacks, its
league play and
that in an overtime battle on
the Redskins’ court, 66-64.
Memory of tha

-foul-marred struggle still
rankles the [Patriots who fig-
ure they’ll just have to take
a few Redskin scalps on their
home court and wrap up the

own o the final

championship at the same
time.

Prior to the season finale -

the Patriots were slated to
entertain Farmington in a
non-league contest.
- With a 153 mark for the
season and 81 in the North-
west, there isn't any question
the Pats had their eyes fo-
cussed on the Redskins. The
game is expected to attract
one of the largest home
crowds of the entire season.

It will be the final home
appearance for the best
Franklin team in several
years and the final home
gamé for Kevin Kaseta, the
lanky high-scoring center
who may become the first
Patriot cager to receive
all-state honors.

Nothing could suit Coach .
Bob Visser more than to

Area prep
swim ratings
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grab lhe-league crown on the
final night and to have Ka-
seta put on a performance
that will get him attention
from the all-state selectors..

Kevin was one_of the big
guns in the North Farm-
ington triumph. He.had 17
rebounds and. blocked so
many. shots that fans won-
dered if “the Raiders ever
would ‘break through bis de-
fense.

Franklin outscored North,
1612, in the opening frame
but really broke loose in the
second when it shad a 2110
edge and a 37-22 margin at
the intermission,

“North used a press all the
way,” said Visser, “It both-
ered us for a while but we

began to break through in
the second quarter. We
blocked 11 shots in the period

This °n That in sports

Checking here and there,
one finds many interesting
items about persons from our
communities.

In a recent Class A swim
meet in Ann Arbor, .Garden
City lassies smashed several
records in the 1314 age

The quartet of Vicki
Brown, Cindy Brown, Laura
Kloote and Linda Hein broke

3 the 200 freestyle relay mark

with a time of 1:46.5.

‘Then the foursome of Cin-
dy Brown, Theresa Sieh,
Linda Hein and Laura Kloote
shattered the state record for
the 400 freestyle relay with a
time of 4:20.6."

Just to put a bit more icing
on the cake, Cindy set new
standards for the 100 but-

s terfly of 1:02.1 and in the 200

yard butterfly of 2:19.8.

Both Brown girls, Cindy
and Vicki, have been invited
to the Glass City meet"in To-
ledo. !

I
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Jim Biecwirth, a graduate
of F Harrison, has
won a regular spot on the
Michigan State fencing team
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Jim is a

an
1 majors in political science.

He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Bierwirth,
25095 Lyncastle Lane.

Dale Haberman, standout
star of Livonia Stevensen’s
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Glenn still
has hopes

Westland John Glenn
stayed in the running for a
piece of the Northwest Sub-
urban basketball crown with
an easy 89-57 triumph over
‘Thurston, but will need help
Fnday from Oak Park to get

\Vrth only one night of ac-
tion’ left in the league, Li-
vonia Franklin is on top of
the standings at 81, John
Glenn is second with a 7-2
mark, Oak Park is third at
63 :and North Farmington
holds the fourth spot at 4-5.

Franklin can wrap it all up
with a win over Oak Park,
but in case there's an upset
then Glenn could move into a
tie for the Litle by beating
North Farmington.

Jeft Brittain and Brian Ka-
luzny led a 12-man scoring
parade with 23 and 17 points
respecuvely as Glenn over-
powered Thurston, handing
the latter its 16th defeat in 18
outings this season. Rich

Fernandes topped Thurston's
output with 10 points. -

John Glenn raced into a
17-6;margin for the first perj-
od and led at the half, 41-21,
before romping to 22 and 26
points

in the last two

s
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Hawk: swimmers
defeat Thurston,

i
Farminglon Harrison
swimmers went out of the

to Seaholm

t
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league for cos
pair of meets which " fmmd
Birmingham | Seaholm win-
ning 87-83 an Thulston fall
ing to the Hasks, 112-5
Harrison is unde[ealed in
the Western Six League with
six straight [wins' and now
has a season mark of 10-3-1
overall. R

Mike Rado, and ' Bruce
Howell were| the top point
collectors for|Harrison in the

Thurston roul, each record-
ing three victories. Rick Kral
established new varsity

and pool mark with his total - S5eer
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University's first - year head
basketball coach, -was the
first adian cage coach to
have book putlished about

esport when his “Blitz
Basketball™ was released in

1966 while he was at Windsor

Umvemly His second book,

“Playing ?ul and Slash Bas-

ketball,” is due out in the
spring of 1974, .

varsity last year,
is doing well as a member of
the Western Michigan junior
varsity even though only a
reshman.

In nine games, Dale is sec-
ond in scoring with an 11.0
average and is third in re-
bounding, grabbing seven per
game.

He recently collected 24
points against Southwest
\(xchxgan College for his high
for the year.

Steve LeClair of Plymouth
took two events in record
times in pacing Schoolcraft
College swimmers to fourth
place in the National Junior

Victory over North Farmlngton |

and tumed most into fast

break baskets

Kaseta had eight blocks al-
one in the second period and
just about hbroke ‘North's
heart with his brilliant per-
formance.

North had a 20-19 edge in
the third quarter and beat
Franklin 1713 in the fourth
but was never able to over-
come, the 2i-point spree in
the second period.

“Our team was a bit leery
about the North game and
playing . away from home,"
said Visser, “But 1 reminded

therh we had beaten the Rai- °

ders there during: the past
three years and we mi
]nst as well make it four,
row; With that kind.of chal-
[engc they did exactly that.”

&ollege meet on the SchooL
craft campus.

Steve won the 1650 [ree~
style in 17:35.56 for a new
NJCAA meet and pool
record. Then he came back
to take second in the 500
freestyle in 4:59.7.

Defending champion Alfred
Tech took its fourth con-
secutive title with 369 points.

Other Schoolcraft swim-

- mers who placed were: Tom

O'Hagan second in 200
backstroke, third in 400 indi-
vidual medley and fourth in
200 mdmdual medley: Tim
Orains, fifth in 100 breast-
stroke: Dave Craden seventh
in 100 backstroke: Rick Phil-
lips eighth in 200 backstroke
and ninth in 100 backstroke:
Gary Wales 10th in three me-
ter diving: Rick Virgil ith
in the 1650 freestyle, and Jim
Osborne 11th in the 100
backstroke.

The Ocelots wound up with
146 points.

Jim_:Dwyer, 61. forward
from Farmington, is Saginaw
Valley College’s leading bas-
ketball scorer with an aver-

Suburban

prep
hockey

OFFIGIAL
STANDINGS

—rmoBTEY

WEONERDAY (Fab.27)
Lathrup a1 Wysndotie, 85.
Shucehl t Frankin (anfy

. (Fed. i
Bentiey et bouthite ¢

ERoAY (Harch 1

Feankila va Stevenson (Ford), 7 p.m.
(George Gee Toumament aiated for March
§5-30-52 wth st aix hbe; No. 1 and e,
Zteum drow bres il o 3 plays N

assists.

Visser pointed out that Ka-
seta topped the scorers with; .
nine field goals but failed to
get a single foul shot for the !
first time in his® varsity ca:,
reer. L

Sharpshooting  Jim Fred- +
ericks topped North with. 18.
points followed by Mlke
Daley with 15.  *

Franklin hit 31 of 63 Imm
the floor for 19 per cent and
North connected on 25 of 67. -

Kokk ‘
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age of 18 points per game. 5

Dwyer. .20, is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. James Dwyer
and is a junior. He has been
a member of the SVC \nrsrl)
*for three years.

Steve Danosi. of Southfield £
who is the son of Wayne »
State University fencing™’
coach Istvan Danosi. is un-
beaten in 45 matches for °
Wayne.

The twotime junior All -
American, who is 33-0 for the
dual méet season and 450
overall, faces stiff opposition |
over the weekend when the
Tartars face Cleveland :
Friday and Buffalo Saturday. «

Coach Danosi. in his 17th |
season at WSU has a 197-33
career record for a .788 per--
centage. He has produced 16
All - Americans at Wayne~
and has had 10 teams finish
in the NCAA's top 10 in the

+ yearend championships.

2 puck wins
put Stevenson
in first place

Paul Vermeesch and Jerry :
DiRusso traded third period ;
scoring bursts last week as i
Stevenson skated into the !
lead in Suburban Prep Hock- |

ey.
ySle\'enson outscored Lath- |
rup 8 to 5 on the strength of *
DiRusso’s trio of late-game
scores. Brian Van Norman ;
and Steve Hillman each i
added a pair of goals for the ;
winners, while Trudeau.;
scored twice for Lathrup. |
The Spartans were on the ¢
road again Friday night as |
they mauled Southfield 10 to" ;.
1 on the losers’ ice. Ver- !
meesch and Hillman scored »
three goals apiece in the win ;
a$ Vermeesch added three |
Southfield's only +
score came on a Wavnc M
Damitz goal with less than ¢
Ii\c minutes left in. the »

Ste\ensun takes on second }
place Franklin Friday night |
at Ford Ice Rink.

THERE WAS NEARLY a.full house in Plymouth Salem’s 3,000 seat 1S
gym as the Rocks locked up their Suburban Eight cage title Fnday with a

win over Dearborn. However, the matt
served only to express the feeling that “it never was in doubt,” despna

£

t attitude of

trailing.after the firstquarter. (Observer pnoto by Bob Woodring).



