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8 A RULE the. jo-
spectors of the
post-office depart-
ment ook alter
| mnlters of fraudu-
“lent ‘uses of the
‘mally, said- Capt
. Digkson on- & cer
" tain' occaston
when 1 bad
. dropped In for a
¥ qutet smoke and a
gless of sherry,
byt When a case
da?d(ps unusual difficpities the se-
‘cret-sérvice department In  called
upop.  This does not aften happen,
boweger, for there ls a lot of rivalry
‘betiwobn these departments and,- oot
a little jealqusy. It Is only as a fast
Tesgrt, that our branch of the ma-
.chifiery of gavernment is brought into
Tequisition, and not until the post:
office inspectors have fatled utterly.

A dase ob this character o¢curred
a few years ago in onc of tho larger
‘western cities,

It ¥as a miningcase—a company
beckedl by 350000000 ca ta' stock—

and, 1o ali appearances it- was &
legitimite ‘schenio. Among 1ts “ditpes
tors were four or five well-known
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e nt becama
as too adveriis
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suspicious
ments besgs
Eprctors wer
the case. Th
and found no
this suspici
the other h
vond doudt *hat the
discovered by two poor miners
bad. o relatives living, so far
could be determived; that they

mine

as
had,
induced capitalists o invest §1,000,000,

in cash in the venture, and had then
organized and [ncorporated the Amai |
gamated Gold Syodicate with a paid’
up capltal of $5.000000, selling the
mine to tbe corporation for §4,000,000°
of stock. The mine was called “The
Katydid,” and it had been worked for
a time by the cofpordtion at a big
profit. The two mlners, poor no long-
er, had, after. a tlme conceived their
sharitable scheme, and had put it
throvgh much agalnst the ‘wishes of
the minority stockholders, who were
powerless to prevent 1t.””

Accordingly, the capltal stock had
boen increased from  §5.000.000 to
$50,000,000 and the chatter-authorized
$2,000,600 of the increased stock to
be sold exch yeas.

The company appareatly dm every
thing that it adyertised. Ll regularly
pald its stockholders an anaual divi-
dend of 20 per cent,

Hudson, one bf the miners, was
president of the company, and in
charge of the offices it maintained in
the western. city, which | have aiready
meuntloped, while Mason. the other
of the dicoverers. was g=neral mana-
ger and In control ar the mine. Both
Hudsdn and Mason bore out the char-
acters that -the wivertising matter of
the syndlcate guve to them.  Thay
dressed in rough. cheap clothing.
chewed tobacco. and showed a disre:
gard for money tha' is characteristic
of men who bave worked hard all
their llves agalnst an adverse fortuae
and whp have suddenly come . Into
great wealth, . In everything \ 1y
oeted the pmm of uncouth, unedu-
cated sons of thje sofl,

At the Katydld mine, visitors were
always welcomd. They were shown
over the praperties whb the greatnat
freedom, oniy bme place, the small
bullding where :the metaj was separ.
ated from the amalgam, was denfed to
them. "-Mason’ explained * thls by - say-
ing that the company possessed a
secret; process for reﬁnlng which he
had ‘discovered aid which . was kndwn
only. to" himsell,  to ‘Hudson,: lnﬂ. to
Belden, the ‘company’s chemiapy -

This, fn br(et[wns the status of the
cage when I wis-put on it. ‘It wda
‘given ito’ me. bpcauso I had- been a
‘miner, and. pmsie:wr and had studied
geo]ogy and asfaylag.

After worklni: wuek on the cage I

wes satisflad t the company was
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By an' Ex—Operat;ye of the Secret Service

a froud, but I readily skw that 1 had
0 common crooks to dga) with.

i My 'figures KHowdd it the- mine
was producing :léss than, %00 of ore a
day, Htte more than € sugh to:pay
the expenses of operat g, and cer-
talaly not enough to st ‘aln the rex-
pensive offices fn the ~ ty and pay
the fabuious dividends ) the stock.

1 didnt take a bit © stock In
Mason's clalm of a secrot process of
refining. I knew that was a fake out-
right. but | wanted confirmation of
{t, and the only way to obtain this was
to get inside the little buliding at the
mine wherc Mason and Belden -alept
and where the separation of the gold
from the amalgam was effected.

I hud almost worked myself Into a
fever over it whep, one night. I went
up to my room at the, Httle hotel of
the mining camp after supper and sat
down to read myself to aleep. I had
bought a couple of papfr-bdback novels
at the drug-store, from’ ¢s rather lim-
ited stock, and among t am thers was
a copy of Victor Hugo's. masterpiece.
I.Bud read the book before, hut It was
a favorite of mine and 1 hado't much
choide in the matter -of selection. I
was so wrought wup over the questlon
of gettlog into the refining-plant that!
connecte ng was.gut of the |
questio o 1 skipped !\Emh through |
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The Katydld Mme Swindle

It was something after ten o'clock
when [ completed my investigation,
and I declded to explore the pipe with-
out further delay. [.removed my shoes
and bid them hepeath a bowlder,
looked to the’cartridges In my re-
volver, a precautfon 1 have always
taken since o certaln adventure down
on the Rio Grande. Then I crept into
the plpe. It was cool and clampmy and
as dark as a dungeon. [ had a little
pocket electric flash-light, but was
afrald to use it, as the distance to the
reducing-plant was less than 100 yards
from the ravine.

My progress was slow and tiresome.
Nevertheless, in good time, L cnme to
a pofnt where the plpe made an ab:
rupt turn tralght down, which con-
vinced we that 1 was about at the
end of my§journey. I reached down
the hole aifar as my arm would go,
but couldn . touch bottom so0, after
listqning f¢ 2 timn and hearing noth-
ing more t, an a distant drip, drip ot
water which was most lonesome, nys.
terlous, and melancholy, I tore my
pocket-handkerchle! iato strips and
weighted it with a cartridge sc that |
might sound the ipkyr depths below
I was sensible enough not to drop
down {nto the pipe without making
a reckoning. as I had learnad this pre-
caution by sad experience. To my
great relief the piummet struck bot-

flected
|| the ‘bnlldln‘ -

o Lo

pon the bare bHck walls of]

With - great-caution 1
raised the lid upright and crawled out
of the opening.

I ‘was tndeed within the mysterious
ldlng. Ih my excitément at this
overy I-released my hold of the

upright Iid and it fetl to with & metal-

1§ repori that sounded, to my tense

senges, like the bonm of 8 coa:t -de-

le:nse gun.

The next. instast I heard &, volce, [
waich 1 recégnized as Mamn 5, exe
cdly bellowfng:

“Who's that,” he demanded. “Hey,
Relden,” 'be- .continued, -“something's
broke loose.”

I didi't know what to do, so greal
was my surprise at my own rash act
and its consequences.

I could hear Belden ‘sleepily call
back something that T could not make
out ,and Mason reply. Then there
Wwas a creaklng of springs and two
dull thuds as the men sprang from
thelr beds. It"was a ticklish situa-
tlon, and I certainly thought the jig
was up. Luckily, meither of the men
had a match and I could hear them
swearlng luridiy over this fact, the
rattle of a tn lantern punctuating
thelr profanity. This gave me an op-
portunlty to take a basty survesy of
my surroundings. I eprang from my
perch astride the blg pipe to the con-
creteYoor gix feet below aad scram-
bled beneath a long table that stood
at one side of the room. There was
just enough mobnlight sifting through
the dirty, Iron barred windows to
give me a bare Idea of my sltuation.

The building was 3¢ or 40 feet in
tength and I was neer the farther end
from the room where I could hear the
men stumbling about in the darkness
and swearing like troopers. On every
hand were tables and boxes and ma-
chinery and washingtroughs. Not a
second too soon had I concealed my-
self, for scarcely had 1 reached the
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a bit there until T came to the adven-|
ture of Jean Valjean tn the Paris!
sewers. In an instant | was Unglmgi
in every nerve, for 1 had found thej
solution of my AToblem, although ft!
was both foolhafdy and beset with the
gravest dangers ! . ! i

The rédncibg pldnt was {4 alow.set
butlding, adjoiniog the stamp mill, and
the water supply was conveyad to it
from a dam some dlstance up the
canvon through 2fi drontnipe two feot
in diameter. The water supuly was
Hmited, and at night the flow was shut
off, leaving the plpe qulte empty. 1
nad ddserved the plpe fn my ram-
blings about the neighborhood of the
mlge -but had never thought of it as
a possible entrance to the buliding
until I-read. of the Punted Jega

aljenn mku:; to }\w qnuers er a
rat to chcape’tils mplaca=ie foe. Pos-
sibly I-never should hay. thought of
it-tf 1 hag-not chanced to buy the
ten cent'hoak at the"drug:stare. This
1s but an lostance of the iafluence of
our lLves of seemingly trivial things. i

Fossing the book upoii the. fioor I’

hestened out!Intd tha nfghtahd: madel:
with. nl! spead-for th Nbplpo. The
water left the ‘Teservoff. in' o slulee-|
.way of concrbte nad ran:for some 200
sards [n o tfough of thd same mate:
rial until m;' coum crd:;ed : de‘ep;

whic! de '. 9‘. o,
necessary. fila’ W V.nqs‘ *m vlnt
of entrance; .as (rom here on w )
mul the plpa was couunuou

l
1

tom about four feet down and I eau-
tously lowered mysell, feet first, lato
the well.

It was rather close quarters, but I
managed to feel about me in every di-
rection, and to my dismay found that
at this point the pipe divided into half
a dozen smaller ones, none of them
over six inches in dlameter. This was
a sad blow 1o my hopes and I felt al
most deleated, so great was my
chagrln.  There was nothizg to do
but-clamber. back to. the straight
stretch of the pipe, where 1 paused a
moment ta thinks

It was so dark that I cou!dnt see
my hand before me, so I thought it
safe 1o take out my pocketdamp and
examine my surroundings. Flashing
it overhend, I was overfoyed to see
that the bend in the plpe was ar:
ranged. with & circolar - door which
was beld down by a sepring - cateh
which fastened beneath o flange.
releaged this,- pnd -was' :tejolced’ to
:feel the! door. move. upward when 1
pushed ngnlnn 1t

It was ag opan(ng large enuugh to
-permit’ a s -body to pass ‘thrdugh
it, ‘and 1' supposo it must havé been
arranged 80 that the plpe could be
cleaped out it it shuuld become
jclogged with Jeaves G ur trash, At'mny
rato - it. qffered .thé fuch ‘Jought en:
trazop to the tuflding, for. when 1
pushed the top upwarda a few'inches

and peered out beneath it I could see{

the falnt raye of the perfect moon re-

deep shadow of tho table when T
heard a door grate on lts hinges and
the feeble rays of a lantarn lllumin-
ated & few rcuble feet of space about.

the lanky legs of the raw-boned
miner.
i Witly. my "héam. gothg mbbat 200

beats a mipute, I crouched beneath
the tabie, gripping my revolver aad
very much {n doubt about what
should do it [ were disgovered, which
seemed a 'cértafnty. Ot course I
could have shat boih men and.made
my escape thraugh the flyme-plpe, but
there was hothing to justify thia con.
duct. Thus far I had nothing but gus-
plclon agalnst the two men, and snch
an act would have been nothing lesg
than murder. [ declded to Jet matters
shape thembyelves 'and only endeavor
10 keep out of sight,

The men blundsred nbou; the room

for awhlle, ‘the Jantern rather handi-
caplng'than alding thém . In  their
search. I could hear evary.word they
sald avd the unaulngss lhey showed
Wag certaln{y a suspicloys circum.
stance.
. Finally. they. stopped a!short dls-
tanco from my place of concealment.
1.could gen thelr feet, about which
the. lantern’s light cancentrated, wnd | ©
they were {acing.away from me, which
gaye. me. & litle more: hnye "ol s
caping. -

Belden’ wal spenklng‘

41 tell you,” he satd, "It was some-
mmg fell, It wan't nnymmg olsa be-

i
i

causs T know every door {3 Iecked. . I
-seen, 10 ‘ert mykéit Géforsiwy turoed |
in just as I doea every night."

“That don't matter,” retorted Mason
with warmth, “we can't take chances,
and we must find what made o
|Rolsé if we have to look all. night.
‘Nath.lns could bave fell’{f it hada't
been pusbed over and it takes lome—
thing live to push things over. 71
[haint ltked the way_ that stranger has
- Jeen poking around hm's lately. Iive
‘i‘ad my suspleions of him all the tile,

d 1 cdme near as doytHing faking 8
pot shot at him that day I found bim
tid out behind & bowlder watching tie
mouth of the mine through hls spy-
glass.” .

“Why didnt you," querled Beiden
in & sncering tone. “I'd a done H, if
I had been the one to:-find/ him.
What's the. matter with you {s yom
don’t want“tn“do a thing but copper
your share of the swag and [lay safe
all’the time. Wish I'd '’ found him.
He'd bean wolf feed In less'n no time.}

“Well, taint no use {ussing about {t
20w," replled Mason. I'm glad I
diun't shoot him, for 1t would have
brought & lot of detectives and gow
ernment mem about here and would
bave spolied our game right off.

“Well, let's go back to bed,” yawned
Belden, ignoring the taunt.

“Not untll we've found what made
that . nofse,” answered Mason. “You
walt here until 1 get the headiight
trom the office. This blamed lamtern
ain't worth shucks.”

“All right," grumbled Beldon, and
Mason went towards tho door, swing:
Ing the Iantern as he walked.

I bad heard enough to justity me In
arresting the men and in going to ahy
length to accompiish 1t. Mason would
ot be gone lops, I well kuew, so |

decided to capture Belden before his
partner returned. |
¥ crawled from under tha

stocking fect making 10|
upon the conerwie floor, and!
upproachied & unconscious |
1 couid just aut sl
ibulk, where he stood in & dark por
{ tion of the building, and | conld hear
i the rustling of his ciothing He
I seraiched a match apd 1 held my
| 'breath. Fortuse iwvored me. He was,
+ lighting a corr-cob pipe, his back fair-

i1y to me. Like a shadow I glided to-'
{ward him und with & quick, surea
heavy volver i

stroke brought my
down uhon ihe back of his ne
i a sickeaing, crunching fmpact.
¢ He fell withont a
iome dead. Nevertbeiess, I took the |
} brecaution to ity & palr of bandcufls |
upon his wrists, and then 1 sprangi
towards the deor through which 1!
cuuld see the light of Mason's lantern
advancing. 1 wsas not a secoad tool
soon. As Mason crossed the threshold |
I struck him a heavy blow upon the
hesc and he weut down ike an ox!
in the shambies. I handcuffed him
1 and picked up his lantern.

} Nexr, I packed the saconscious men
into the room where 1hey slept and
depusited them upon the bed, afer
Cwhich I set about restoring them to
 congciousness. This rocm opened into .
) the oftce where was situated the
|

vault, After time: Mason
\ groancd and s
©UWell, pardner.”
ereting. when be had looked me over
| earefully, “I guess you hold the trump-
What do jou mean to do

|F

He showed no resentment and
sermed, at first, to think that I was
A bandit. 1 showed hhn my budge

whick bad an ciecirical effect “upon
him. N

In my brief acquaintance with him
! marked him as n man who would
confess everything and endeavor to
escape punishment by {mplicating his
confederates, so [ explained to him
as much of my susplctons a8 scemed
expedient and made several guessen
‘This qulte overpowered him, and after
it he was as pliant as wax in my
hands. He confessed everything and
opened the blg vault for me and
showed me the books of the company,
1 had cxpected to have some difficulty
with him and to bave to do more
blufing then proved necessary, but
be did bverythlag in his power (o
help me,

He safd that he, Belden, and Hud-
son had turned the trick without as
sistance.  They had concelved ' the
glgantic fraud when the mine began
to fall, and had experienced little dif-
ficulty in putting it into effect. On
; the Boe showlng the mine had made &t
{ first, they succeeded in getting $1,000+
IOM fovésted In t, after which they

* had . fncorporated and begun to sell
{stock. They tdok the money they’ré
; ceived for stock and converted It [nto
| gold coln, whicli they shipped to the
[mmo. wheRd' it was melted down,
{run ioto bars; shifiped back to the
city, ang. spld, 2&:bufligp, a part of it
golug to pay dmdonas

I had suspected this Wlien T had the
quantitative anaiysls of one ,of thelr
bars.of gold made, for it had showed
the percentage of amalgam that |9
used [n gold colns. The last shipment
of gold coln was in the time-lock sale,
which wouldn't open until elght
o'clock pext morning, s0 1 madé a
hasty examination of the books and
then trussed my tWo prisonern up ltke
tirkeys while I Wwent to rouse the
niatehal. He was an {ntelligent Irish.
man, who had. knocked about the
world a good deal, and It didn't take
“| long to explain’ the-situatién to Mim.
He accompanled me back to the min
atter I had wired instructions tor Hud.
s' 'e arrest, and retieved me’ot my

Ees.

R spent the night going over the
bboks &nd’ examining ‘the ‘récords in
tho vault, and by morniog'T had every-

ing I’ wanted to lay barg one of the
most colossal awindies ever attempted.
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. ointments and Ilotins

(CopyHight, J9, by, W. G. Chapman.)
(Copyright 1n Great Britatn)

AN INDIGESTION _
© " REMEDY FREE

! Many people who are otherwise
healthy suffer -from ‘Indigestion, or
dyspepsia. ‘When you consider that
the stomath and allled digestive or-
ns are te most important argans

of the body, it would seem that & dis-
order there is to by taken very serk
ously.
; Dyspeptics cannat eat the thngu
iney like; food sours in the stomach,
thén chronic_constipation begins, or,
25 is often the case, you have been
constipated all along, and the stools
are forced and Irregular.

s But thera i np usd letting (ndigestion

§a uatil it becomes Ahironle and under- © °

Bines your Realfh’ 1 naviceia

suggent (o you thut ¥ e oo arar
get & bottid of Dr "Caldwell's

D Fl‘ sin, the onderful

fiver Gnd bawel troubTes

ou
e

an: ai-
Tections Tt will Rrobably bo all you need.

rugglst. ccording 1o

A free test Boutks
It il be santdirec
o1 Lout any r*nr e, In (hl: w
housands iave proven to thelr owa cat.
the very remed) ey
digestioq, W o1
wHtaedt 190 m 1‘1rnw~.-|vren<ulhnruu.
blets, salis, efe, away.

-u there {x ansthing ahovt
sour atiment that you don't
understand. or If you want

dre:
Catdweil, 21, r‘,a'dweumdz.
Moatielo, 11

A JUSTIFIABLE EXPRESSION.

{after
—shall | 1,

“ole & big bigk-r,

TORE HIS SKIN OFF

I Shreds—Itching Was Intense—
Sleep Was Often Impossible.

Cured by Cuticura in Thres Weeks.

“aAt first an eruption of ema
hands

I pus-
Theso

spread later to other parts of my body,
and the itching at times was tntense,
the

.

80 much so that I li*vrally tore
skin o in shreds {n seckipg
The awful ftching §
work considerab!
awake nigh
tors and used

practically no ben Final
tled down to the use ¢f Cutie
Cuttcura Ointment and Cuticl
with the result that fn a few da
fiehing had ceased and in ahbout threa
weeks' time all traces of my eruption
bad disappeared. [ have had no trou-
ble of this kind since. . A Knnts-
koft, 5714 Wabash Ave, Chlcngo 1,
November 18 and 23, 1507,

Potier Drag & Chea, Gurp., Seie I'rope, Bosson.

Nothing 18 so whoicsome, nothing
does so much for people’s looks. as &
little Interchange of the small coln
of benevolence.~ Rufini

There is 5o pead 0 %
and stifinesa of yointx and muscee. A bt
te Tamima Wiard (i1 rabbed @ will
limber them up immedistels

carnnesy

A gir! aiways likes to say “no” the
first tlme a man proposes, just to £ud
out what be will do Gext.

re. Winslows Soothing Syrup.
For chidres 1aotaing. ssfioes 106 Siron rebeces I
Samiaauas, aiays p-fn. Cateawind colle, A borin,

The way of the cau lsuess her s

bara.

relleve Do
presiron Disgepaia I

ary
r.auug ﬂemez reme
edy for Dizziness, Naus
nea, Drowniness, Bad
Taste Inthe Mouth, Cantr
4 Totgue, Paln in the
Blde, TORPID LIVER.
They regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetabla,

SMALL RILL, SMALL DOSE. SMALL PRICE,

Genuine Must Bear .
Fag¢-$imile Signature -~

2 Zad
REFUSE- SUBSTITUTES.



