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Society members get

self-selected funerals

By DONNA SZATKOWSKI

One of the most vital concepts ¢f
life is death. Based on this coﬁlcepol.
the Greater Detroit Memorial Society

" (GDMS) has taken death out of the
 dusky closet to provide guidance dur-
ing a mosy profound, emotional ex-
perience.

According to Carrie Peebles, presi-
dent of the Detroit organization, g\;ly

« families are so torn between sorrow
and revulsion at the time of death
that they have neither the presence of
mind nor the physical ability to.ar-
range the kind of funeral service suit-
ing to the deceased.

*The members of the Memorial So-
-ciety fill out a Final Registration
!Form stating what type of an ar-
rangement they prefer.” said Mrs.
Fegbla. “Hopefully, by pre-stating

- their wishes families will abide."”

:+ MEMBERS of ‘the society strongly
+  advocate simple arrangements.
I+ “Many -times families are
* + high-pressured into buying the very
best.” said one new member of the
'+ society and long-time member of the
' Birmingham Unitarian Church- in
Bloomfield. “*But he would love this
“casket for $1000- when it's put to
* _you like that, it's hard to turn down.”
The Detroit Memorial Society,
:along with similar societies all over
- the country, does not buy this pitch.
X e

REPRESENTATIVES of area

churches which sponsor. the
non-profit, democratically-operated
memorial :society said at their recent
annual meeting that a simple service
where the body is buried or cremated
immediately is preferred.
“Traditionally, people are prone to
go overboard with funeral services,"”
said Jan Williams, represéntative for
the Emerson Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship in Troy. Mrs. Williams
" added that it .is important to stite
one’s wishes beforehand to relieve
survivors of guilt feelings when leit to
plan a service. “‘Many families feel'as
though it's the last farewell, so we
better do it good,” she said. ~ [
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ACCORDING to Ruth Sercombe.
representative for the Northwest Uni-
tarian Universalist .Church of South-
field, tradition is still a stronghold in
elaborate funeral services.

Although a “fair number" of people
have responded to the :guidance of-
fered by the society, there are those
who beliéve simplicity is contrary: to
custom and refuse to foin.

“Many people make their wish for a
simple procedure known. But when
their:families react negatively to the
idea, they drop it themselves,” said
Mrs. Sercombe.

...

THE DETROIT MEMORIAL SO-
CIETY sees alternatives to the ex-
pensive tradition of caskets and flo-
wers. One is cremation, which returns
the body to the elements. Another is

bequeathal of one's body to.a medical -
school, or parts of one’s body to a tis-
sue bank. s

Even immediate burial is consid-
ered dn option to long; three-day cere-
monies performed around dead bod-
ies, according to the society.  ~
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THE REPRESENTATIVE to the
society for the First Presbyterian
Church of Farmington, Mrs. Helen
Cope, said the real value of the me-
morial society is its knowledge of the
options to a traditional funeral service

and its ability to guide families during .

a particularly rough period.

“The GDMS knows what services
are available and what funeral direc-
tars will cooperate with a simple me-
morial service,” said Mrs. Cope. “'But *
the families ultimately make their
own decision.” _

e

THE MAIN THRUST of the ‘simple
service’ as advocated by the GDMS is
in holding a memorial service or
meeting after the death and away
from the body. The emphasis is
placed on the personality of the de-
ceased.

Growing membership figures in me-
morial societies -indicate, as one
member said, “*More and more people
are asking friends and relatives to re-
member them as a life-not a corpse.™

Other area GDMS sponsoring orga-
nizations include the Birmingham
Friends Meeting, Birmingham and
the Farmington Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, Farmington.

STORE HOURS: Monday through Salurday 10.00 to 6:00 Thursday and Friday 10:00 to 9:00
CALL (313} 443.8700

Bonwit says: these pajamas
" are not for sleeping!
Fashion is one big pajama
party this season, and

here's the star of the party:
sumptuous Qiana® nylon in
a white on white jacquard,
designed by Morty Sussman
for Mollie Parnis Boutique.
Soft blouson wrap and
flowing pants, 6 10 12 sizes,
165.00.complete

Collection Clothes,

Second Floor

Bonwit Teller

270! Somerset Mall,

Troy

Treatment costly

Spine injuries

. disable many

¢~ Spinal cord injuries will disable be-
+ - tween 5.000 and 10,000 Americans this
}.year. many in their teens and early
1. 20s. More than 75 percent of them are
+males.

. Automobile accidents cause most

! -spinal cord injuries but. motorbikes
<and sports. particularly diving into
+ 7 shallow water, also claim their share
vof victims. .
! Unless the spinal cord is completely
¢ .cut, a patient can improve, usually
© :during the first six months. General-
% ly. present treatment tries to prevent
1 -complications and teaches the patient
+ " 1o live with his handicap.

;. THE SPINAL .cord is a bundle of

+: nerve fibers and cells which connect
the brain with the muscles, skin and
dnternal . organs. carrying messages

back and forth.

When the cord is damaged at the

carc paralyzed. When the injury is at
‘neck level, the arms also are paral-
yzed.

x months. During that time, patients
ncounter many special problems
uch as loss of bone mineral and the

formation of kidney and bladder
stones caused by prolonged bedrest....

A COMPONENT of the National In-
stitute of Neurological Diseases and
Stroke (NINDS). supports four acute
spinal cord injury research centers
where work is directed mainly toward
minimizing or reversing’ acute injury
to the spimal cord. .

NINDS intramural scientists are

research on the ibil
of regeneration within the central ner-
vous system - the ultimate hope for
patients with severed spinal cords.

Research on goldfish and salaman-
ders, which regenerate a cut spinal
cord, lend new insight into processes
which may eventually play a part in
treatment for spinal cord injuries.

SOMETIMES THE spinal cord j§
damaged by a blood vessel abnorma-
lity. NINDS scientists. working with
radiologists, devised a way to diag-
nose and surgically correct such dis-
orders — one of the rare instances
where spinal cord injury may be: pre-
vented by early diagnosis andsur-
gery.

Many injuries can be prevented by
adhering to safety precautions. For
those injuries which do occur, the em-
phasis in on rehabilitation.

Party qélebrates

Mr. and Mrs, Louis P. McGowen
f Birmingham celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary at a
party recently at the Delray
deach, Fla., home of their daugh-
fer-in-law and son, Mr. and Mrs.
Neil McGowen, formerly of Bir-
Thingham.

-+ The party was also hosted by the
~wcouple’s daughter and son-in-law,

=y

50th annive‘rsary‘|

Mr. and Mrs, Frank Brandemih! })f
Livonia. :

ATTENDING THE party were
the couple’s 13 grandchildren and
one great grandson. !

Other friends and relatives from-
Michigan and Florida honored the
McGowens,

The couple was married Jan. 31,
1924, ;
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CHARCOAL-PASTEL OROIL . .

BIG BEAVER RD.AY COOLIDGE, TROY
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Keep youreye on our brightly knit strecikers

Vivid streaks of color are in the running on our attention-getting
cotton knit tops. Zesty multicolored stripes make a
bright and bold entrance on the spring sports scene, displaying
a delightful variety of styles and shapes. Lelt,
sleeveless v-neck tank, $19. Center, scoop-neck short-sleeved
top, $23. Right, long-sleeved polo with navy collar
and cufis, $28. All are sireaking in for small to large sizes.
Young Dimensions’in Sportswear.

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge

it i 3 Detroit, Second at Lothrup
- “**HOUAS: THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10108, OTHER DAYS 10106, .
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