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Consumers in Wayne County are ex-
pected to. scon have a strong ally
when they fall victim" to decephve
business practices. |

Plans far a new Consumer Protec-
tion Unit were among five major law
enforcement-related applications ‘for
federal funds approved by the county
board of commissioners March 21.

‘They include applications for more
than $3.2 million in federal and state

Facility Network. an anti - delin-
quency program established by the
commissioniers. Target date .for the

progiam is July 1.

prosecution when a consumer com-
plaint turns up evidence of a-legal
violation.

Commissioners approved an appli-
t'mion for $115,134 in federal Law En-

funds for the Wayne County Juvenile

start of the county- wxde consuher

Mediation oI consimer complaints
and a large-scale consumer education
campaign “will ,be provided for the

first time. The program will inclide sumer -

‘of 45 persons.
wmeys two of them prosecutors: nve

o v
. . «

Ally for éens.ﬁ-mer.s' ,
OK’d in Wayne County

through the news med)a printed ma-
-terials and direct contacts. with re-

gard to the laws designed to protect

cphsuimersi provide investigation. me-
diation. re¢onciliation and litigation of-
consumer’ disputes:- and prosecute in
those instances where cnmmahty ex-

ists in consumer dlspuls

Complaint-taking facilities will, he

established at police agencies,: city
and township halls and governmental
buildings throughout Wayne County. A

‘ane-szop“ office will be centrally lo-

cated . in -Detroit to receive and re-
solve consumer complaints.

“The prograii is designed to provide

full services for a case volume of 500
per month or 6.000 a year.. George
Matish, chief counsel for.Legal Aid.
-said his office received 10.000 con-
‘related complaints last year.
but was able to handle only a fraction
of them due to a lack of staff.

The new program will have a staff
including: six - at-

one-year funding of $461.260.

Transcontinental Travel Bureau
proudly announces the opening
of its beaurtiful new Northville -
“.office whichis readytohelp

- you with your travel & vacation
plans We're located in the new
Northville Square. Stdp by & sée
. some of the great vacation - -
bargams We are now offenng

That's at the Northville Square
133 West Main Street

Lower Level, 1-C1
Northville, Michigan- 48167
Or call us at 349-9100
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véstigation and prosecution of crjmi-

prosecutor’s office.
The program is designed to: edu-

The Ethnic Orgammhans Com-
inittee of the South East Michigan Re-
gional Ethnic Heritage Studies Center
has recently begun an effort aimed at

timated 1,200-1,500 ethnic organiza-
tions in southeast Michigan.

Chaired by Kaznmlerz J. OIeJarc-
zyk, the to

(LEAA) funds and earmarked $23,063
as the:local share to finance the first
year of the program. The 'state also
will contribute $23.063 for a total

specialists:
dents.

County officials expressed hope for
early approval of the application by -
the Michigan Office of Crimihal Jus-,
tice Programs {OCJP) because, that
office encouraged planning of the pro- §
gram.

Medication and consumer education’ ¥
will be’handled by the Legal Aid and
Defenders Association of Detroit. In-

1l be ¢onducted by the

cate consumers 3nd btksmessmen

Ethni¢ eenter alms
for commumty ties

establishing strong ties among the es-

two public
and. ‘15 parttime stu-

The OCJP which controls LEAA

f\mdmg in Michigan, had turned down J
an earlier application by Prosecuting
Attorney William L. Cahalan for an
$85.000 grant. OCJP
LeDuc - said *‘the, application - was
“deficient” because it didn't provide

Director Don P.

for mediation and an *‘adequate’’ con-

sumer education program.

Cahalan argued that the “awesome

power” of the prosecutor's olice
shouldn't be used in such mediations.
However, he agreed to the com-
promise program approved by the
board of commissioners. Several com-

missioners were strongly critical of
Cahalan, pointing out that several oth-

and evaluate its current file of exist-
ing " ethnic organizations in south-
eastern Michigan,

1t plans. 16 list the achievements of -

ethnic communities in this part of
Michigan among the accomplishments.

of the general area during the 1976‘

American Bicentennial observances.
P “

bnng together Ieaders of various eth-
nic organizations to advise the center
and promote the effeckweness of each

interested in joining
the center, in its work may contact it
at 163 Madison Ave., Detroit.

" amended by the  commissioners’ pub-
lic safety and judiciary committee af-

‘er: prosccmors in Mlclugau are pro~
vndmg mediation services.

The 'comprumise plan originally
would have placed the county-wide
consumer _educatidn program under
the City of Detroit. However. that was

OFF MFRS. LIST |
-at 01T LENTEH

‘ter several. commissioners argued re-

ility should not be f .
ambng so many agencies. The com--
.mittee told Matish he could subcon-
track for consumer edication services
from the city.
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ethnic

A regular newsletter and a senes of
radio broadcasts will be used by the
ethnic groups to educate themselves
as well as other ethnic communities.

The South East Michigan Regional
Ethnic Heritage Studies Center, orga-
‘nized in. 1972 after a successful three
years of ethnic. conferénces at Wayne
State University, has played an im-
portant part in crentmg the resur--
gence of interest in ethnic heritage ~
and ethnic-oriented -cultyral activities
in Michigan. \

To create a revival of interést in
ethnic identity, the six committees of

the center are attempting to update
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