By APRIL KORNMILLER
LANSING — Now that Oakland
. County will be receiving increased
federal funds for the improvement
of its mile roads, state and local of-
icials cannot agree ag to whether
. this boosts or denies the need for
. the proposed Nonhweswrn free-

4
! Under the 1973 nghway Act,
. the federal government agreed to
' share two-thirds of the expense of
 rebuilding certain city, county and
. state roads to ease the transporta-
, tion glut in the urbanized areas.
: _This would mean an additional
+ $10 million for road improvements
+ in Oakland County over the next
three years.
* .
STATE HIGHWAY depart-
ment officials have been discussing
informally this federal windfall
with Rep. Michael’ Novak, D-De-
troit, who is chairman of a House
committee now considering a bill
to reduce the present high priority
. of the Northwestern freeway pro-
o Ject.
1~ This project, hearily supported
i by the highway department, would
. create 9.3 miles of freeway from
» the existing Northwestern High-
1 way at Telegraph Road northwest
+ to planned M-275 in Commerce
B

Township.
“We've tried to point out to Rep.
. Novak that there is this money

THE VARIOUS projects in
Oakland County would get their
federal funding, regardless of

i
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whether . Northwestern goes
trhough, he said.

But if a freeway did%inot
through, it would be a matter of
good planning to give attention. to
those roads in the county which
would serve the interchanges, he
"Three of those interchanges
lie in; West Bloomf' eld Township.

“A freeway is on]y as good asits
terminal facilities,” he said.
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THE INTTIAL determmatlon
of where the county would spend
its share of the $4 million yearly is
up to the county road commikion.

The widening of Orchardfinke
Roadto five lanes for one-half mile
from West Bloomfield High School
north to the Grand Trunk Railroad
tracks was one of seven county
projects in 1974 financed under the
1973 Highway Act.

Requested as a federally fi-
nanced project within the next five
years is the desperately neéded
rewidening of Orchard Laké:Road
from Northwestern to Msple
Road, T,

THIS STRETCH of Orchard
Lake Road would be a feedet’ road
to Northwestern Highway. if it
were constructed, but county offi-
cials said the need for rewidening
is there, with or without the;free-

way.
Asked if this'widening of Or-

Road Commission, said it.was not.
“But if the Northwestern exten-

sion does not come at all; we sim-

ply will not be able to meet the
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County road funds won't
offset need for:]freeway

traffic needs in that area with our

resources,” he 881

CHAIRMAN NOVAK of the
House Roads and Bridges commit~
tee said the additonal federal fi-

nancing for the urban roads is a .’

partial alternative to the construc-
tion of the Northwestern freeway.

“The state is getting too much
money from an overzealous effort
to pave the state in concrete,” he
said Tuesday.

He said the federal funds plus a
redistribution of the allocating of
road funds from the gas and
weight tax to give a greater slice to
the county might be a viable alter-
native to the plight of many sur-
burban areas, .

“FOUR MILLION is better
than nothing, but I would have to
get the whole picture,” he added.

His committee did not review
House Bill 5697 to reduce the high
priority construction status of the
freeway at their April 3 meeting.

.Gerald Ford ssked
to chamber dinner

The Farmington Sesqulcenten-
nial Committee has invited Vice-
President Gerald Ford to attend
the dinner-dance June 1.

In a letter to John W. Anhut,

“However, every consideration
will be given to include your
thoughtful invitation m hls (the
Vice-President's) sch and
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you will be advnsed further as the
date draws nearer.”

Man is arraigned

nection with the breaking and en-

store and a tape recorder on the
ground behind the building.

Using a tracking dog from West

Bloomfield, police said they. were
lead to Farhat, who had alread

been apprehended by other offi-
cers.
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FROM US FOR 30 YEARS plaques to Dr. Gerald S. Wilson of
Lathrup Village and William F. Ran-
dolph of Birmingham at its Jan. 30
annual meeting of the board of
trustees.

Both men were cited for thenr con-
tinued efforts on behalf of the Mich-
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