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Ex POW says talkIPg helps

By MARY CONNELLY

Five and on-half years m North
Vietnam. . .t W camp in North
Vietnam. . .with a medically unat-
tended broken neck. . .with arms and
hands paralyzed for ﬁve months. .

Slightly more than a year after re-
turning to the United States. ex-POW

* Donald O'Dell' of Pontiac says “talk-
ing about it helps the transition."

At a recent meeting of parents and
teachers at Scotch Elementary
School, Orchard Lake, Lt. Col. “Dig-
ger” O'Dell of the U.S. Air Force told
the group not to be afraid to ask hlm
questions. |

O'DELL RECOUNTS in detail the
events that led to his October 17, 1967,
capture by the North Vietnamese. |

His 17th mission out of Thailand, an
air ‘strike of a railroad artery from
North Vietnam into China, fell out of
routine procédure from the start.

Take-off time was delayed from
4:15 am. to 8:30 am. to permit tar-
geted ‘materials to accumulate.

O'Dell's own plane developed a
hydraulic leak and a substitute pilot
was sent on the mission.

But O'Dell followed the engmal
force 15 minutes after its take-off with
a repaired plane and sent the substi-
tute back to the base.

WHY, PEOPLE ask him wherever
he goes. Why?

““The truth is,” he answers, “that as
soon as you flew 100 missions you
could go home. There was incentive

ere.

So O'Dell flew and at 10:52 a.m.,
two minutes after reaching the target,
he was shot down.

Recollections turn to smoke in the
cockpit, lights blinking on the plane’s
“idiot panel” indicating generator
failure, loss of control and plimmet-
ing toward the ground.

“MY REFLECTION is a huge ball
of fire that completely engulfs the
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Monday
12:25 p.m.—Periscope: Osborn
Elliot talks about the Vanishing
Concierge.
6:30 p.m.—Hear Tonight: Larry
Rich will be your host this week.
Tuesday
12:25 p.m.—Periscope: Osborn
Elhot talks about Video Cassettes.
ednesday
12:25 p.m.—Periscope: The Bus-
ter Keaton Revival will be dis-
cussed by Osborn Elliot.

:6:30 p.m,—City Council High-
lights: Jeff Maxwell reports on this
week’s city council meeting. :

ursday
12:25 p.m.—Police Chaplams
will be the topic of discussion with ,
Newsweek editor Osborn Elliot.

6:30 p.m.—School Board: Mark
Kovac brings you this week’s board
of education meeting.

Friday \

12:27 p.m.—The Space Story
Dr. Wernher Von Braun presentq
“ATS-F Mission!” |

6:30 p.m.—Wolfman Jack; Na*
nonallv known disc jockey '\Volf—
man Jack plays music and talk:
about groups.

i
Community schools =~ |
set miini-courses !

Mini-courses, tennis lessons, land-
scape painting. . .it’s all avaxlablé
practically for the asking. ’

The mini-courses run four weeks.
The four new ones (there are lots uf
others) are Commodity Fu\ures,
which is free, and Wine Making, Batik
Making, and Model Railroad Repajr,
all of which are not free. They begin .|
the week of May 6.

‘The office of the Community :
Schools is at Southfield-Lathrjsp
High School. For information call

This man has

some refreshing
new ideas about
your insurance ‘

(So will you...

nose of} the airplane and lhe side of

the airplane,”” O'Dellrecalled. “My-

airplane went into a crazy, tumblmg
gyratioh.”

Thmwn from the ejéction seal of a
plane yvhmh had cracked into two
pxeces, 0'Dell parachuted to the

uni

“1 fel! lucky because I had no bro-
ken bunes until 1 realized where 1

he recounted.

“I w;s immediately. grabbed by the
Vietnamese,

“They immediately grabbed me and"
stripped me down to my shorts.".

“THERE WAS a moment of come-
dy there. They had never seen a zip-
per and didn't know how to work it.”

Twice O'Dell tried to help loosen
the n‘i:per. Twice he was knocked to
thr ground.

Guarded in a thatch hut by four
teen-age girls, 0:Dell was periodically
led to the front of the hut and di
played to the villagers.

“During the day'I was praying to

see Hanoi. I felt 1 would; be safer in
the hands of the military than civil-
ians.
. WHEN THE TIME of transfer ar-
rived, O'Dell was led to a grainery
[mn'IA“ which he was loaded!onto a
truct

In Hanoi, interrogaters sought lhree
types of information.

Qusuons focused on military data
and [personal details about Q'Dell, his
wnfg children, family, life insurance,
savings, political affiliation and other
organizatiohal memberships, written

confession and tape recording in

which the pnsoner termed himself a
cririnal, not a prisoner of war, were
also sought.

“WE NEVER criticized one anoth-
er.”..about how long we held out,”
0'Dell said. *Pain levels vary.

“I was told at the outset, ‘I'm gon-
na break your arms one at a time.
I'm gonna. break your legs one at a
tige. I might kill you." After a day

and a half, they convinced me.”

“You' sppmach a state of mind
where you're worried abant cracking
mentally. That's the worse hazard.”

TODAY, TALKING in albrown busi-
ness suit, O'Dell remlls'bemg hung
upside down and having his head

bounced against concrete] He remem-
bers the “pretzel act” with his hands
tied behind his back and his body lain
onits side while being jurnped on.
“After a while you prayed for the
" moment you'd go unconscious.

“I'm not trying to impress on any-
body that I'm a hero. I'm not. I was
- seared as anybody elss
HIS MILITARY interrogater had
limited knowledge of English,..O'Dell
said, coupled with restncled technical
comprehension.
“Anytime you devlaled from his
train of thought he was lost. You
leamed you could E:eat and be

hy then
Here are some types
Insurance, raininsuranc
“Federal Crop Insurance
drought, flood, hall, frd
falrs, races, and open

plans.

29700 Orchard Lake RAd..
insurance for your In
handle such ltems as

liberel financing, and,
questions on Insuranc;
times by appointrment.
HELPFUL HINT:

Telecast breakdown i

H. Bergstrom, CPCU.

bf insurance that are not cammonly known ‘about: crop
e, bad debt insurance. Grop insurance is for farmers. The
Corporation has awide varisty of crop protection against
st, insects, and diseases. Rain Insurance protects, for
gir conventions. It provides coverage against rain which
could undermine the show. The insurance I for loss of profits only. Bad debt
Insurance protects bulinessmen when customers fail to pay

You'll agree that our dualified agents at BERGSTRO!
. Farmington Hills, 626-4480, will get you the most
urance dollar. As specialls

puto, homeowners, boats
sonal property, life insurance, estateiplanning,

our expents' will be fappy to answer those nagging
that have been bothetjng you. Open Mon.-Fi. 9-5; other

surance is avai!uble to pay agalnst breakdown for closed
circult theater, such as telecast of championship boxing matches. .

the pchucal interrogation but -at-

tempts to obtain a confession were |

eventually abandoned. -
One and one-half years of O'Deil's
stay at the POW camp were shared

- with another prisoner in a room with-

out windows or ventilation, measuring
10 feet by 10feet. -

“WE WOULD just lay on the con-
crete floor and try to absorb coolness
from it. We peaked out of cracks. It
reminded me very much of piclures
of Dachau.™ .

Since his release March \4, 1973,
0'Dell- has begun working at Pontiac
Molors through” an A% Force pro-

“.It was like. being gone a. week
when 1 moved back' last April,”
ODell said of commg back to his
family.

He doesn't think those five and
one-half years in North- Vietnam are
Iust years from his life.

on their .agreed
INSURANCE AGENCY,

In'personal Insurance we
d recreational vehicles, per-

T learned insights mm others,"” "he

HA; MELL MUSIC ISPROUD TO ANNOUNCE
[ Mrs. Tanya Klempter, concert pianist,
en added to our téaching staff
NTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
Mrs, Klempter Is an experienced Concert PlsmsL
i having appeared with the Latvian

| 427-0

call Us At

HAMMEl.l. MUSIC INC.

15630 M Iddlepelt Road- Nextto Hearthside Furniture

937-1040

040
Mon.-Fri,- %:300.;.-8:30p.m. Sat. 95:30p.0.

100% NYLO|

$3.99

Deal with the

OWNER

He can do more

for YOU!
N,SHAG

Sq. Yd.
FREE RAKE with
Shag Purchase
NYLON KITEHEN CARPET
Rubber Back

$2.99.

SqaYd.

_ SAVE
NYLON CUT &
LOOPED SHAG

BEAUTIFUL TEXTURE
PATTERN & COLORS -,

37 995q Yd

QUALITY CARPET
. EXPERT INSTALLATION

6%
6"/

Natlonal Bank of Detrm \

- has a savings plan

On Savings Certificates with

a maturity of two-and-a-half, *
three or three-and-a-half years
in amounts of $1,000 ormore.

On Savings Certificates with
‘ a maturity of one, one-and-a-

. half or two years in amounts
i of $1,000 or more.

-~ to fit your savmgs

.

luﬂler

51/200
5%

plans.

.o bank pays a
rate of interest on
ﬂ:anNBD'

i

- i
On Savings Certificates with a maturity of
{our years in amounts af'Sl,OOO or more. i |

N

1

On Time Dcposn Savmgs H N

maturing every calendar

quarter. You

for as little as $50, and they're
aulomahcally renewable. -

On both Regular Passbook
Savings and our NBD Every-

Day Interest

!
savings account that makes 1
you a little richer every day. P

|

can open one

Account—the

after you've | | .
talked to him) | | 1“
. ! .
i Lon in Better forYou. - L
'353859744’1‘55'(1)%?%%98,%’;”\ 1 Federal law and regzdatwn proh the payment of a time deposit - - ST
. pnor to maturity unless three mtmths of the mterest thereon ls farfewed P v 1:
: Member FDIC  and interest on the Is d to the p k rate. ) : ;
: ; . l i
" MADE 10 ORDER FORYOU - | | :
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