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Consumers have been given five per
cent more space to shop for' retail
items in the past five years. accord-
ing to a report released:by the South-
east Michgan' Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG).

Since 1968, the Southeast Michigan
region has gained 5.6 million square
feet of new shopping i center floor
space. an increase of five per cent.
The increase was fromia total of 23
million ‘square feet of iretail center
floor space in 1968 t6 almost 29 mil-
lion square feet in 1973. |’ :

Another significant _finding is that
construction of *'supercenters™ — cen-
ters of one million square feet .or
more — has abated in'theregion.

From' 1963 - 68. the supercenter
share of retail. floor space construc-
tion climbed from 27 to 37 per cent
for a 10 per cent growth factor. Since
1968. however. supercenters account
for only 40 per cent o all shopping
center space in the regidn — a growth
factor of only - three’ per cent over

1968.

Parually explaining lh s trend is the
diminishing availability of large
tracts of land to support a super-
center, and growing opposition by lo-
cal residents to regional centers — as
evidenced by citizen groups fighting
regional centers in. the Plymouth,
Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield
and Novi areas in recent years.

The retail space study fits into
SEMCOG's overall responsnb\my to
develop and coordinte regionwide
planning for land use, transportation.
recreation and open space. water sup-
ply. sewage disposal and storm drain-
age. criminal justice, manpower de-
velopment and housing. |

SEMCOG is a voluntaty association
of governments composed of elected
officials from 96 communities in the
counties of Oakland, Wayne. Macomb,
Washtenaw, Livingston,:St. Clair and
Monroe.

The study broke down re
into the foilowing categorie:

il space

Thurde

imd financial and governmental func-

“tions of a city with at least one gener-

al merchandise store with more. than
50.000 square feet of floor space: .

! Regional shopping center — a shop-
ping complex with at least 500.000
square feet of floor space, at least one
general merchandise’ store of more
than 50,000 square feet. at least six re-
tail establishments in all, and at least
2,000, off street parking spaces:

. Community shopping center — a
shoppmg complex with at least one
general merchandise store of at least
50,000 square feet, with at least one
other retail or'service establishment:

General merchandise store — a re-
mxl establishment with at least 50.000
square feet of floor space, not associ-
ated with a community or regional
center, dealing in apparel and acces-
sories, furniture and appliances and
other household goods.

Three of the centers, Somerset Mall
in Oakland County, New Center area
in Detroit, and Riverview Plaza in St.
Clair don't have genéral merchanidise
Stores but were included in the shop-
ping center categories because of
their uniqueness and magnitude in re-
lation to their surrounding areas.

"l‘he only central business districts
identified in the SEMCOG study
were: the CBD in Detroit with J.L.
Hudson and (Crowley; Birmingham
with Crowley 'and Jacobson’s; Pon-
tiac; Mt. Clemens, -Ann Arbor with
Sears, Penney, Ward, Jacobson's;
Monroe with Penney, Sears; Port Hu-
ron, Penney, Ward, Sears; and Flint,
Penney and Ward.

| Regional shopping centers in Oak-
land County include:  Northland Cen-
ter in Southfield: Oakland Mall in
Troy: Pontiac Mall; Somerset Mall in
Troy, with Saks; and Tel - Twelve in
Southfield.

Wayne County regional centers in-
clude: Eastland. J.L. Hudson; Fair-
lane in Dearborn, under construction;
Livonia Mall, 'Crowley and Sears:
Southland, Hudson's: Westland, Hud-

Central business district — a com- son’s: and. Wonderland. Wards and

mercial district including the central-
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FURNITURE
© Over1,500

Piacas On Display
® 90% In Stock

10%0FF

Do It Yoursel and i
SAVE 0n In-Stock Furniture

UNFINISHED

SPECIAL OF 'I;HE WEEK
| CAPTAIN’S CHAIR

Reg.
$24.00

NOW!’

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE

i { INPINE.

I you have a piace of fumniture or shelving in mind that you cannot find in a
il custom build it for you.
7

COMPLETE LINE OF“FINISHI.\“G KITS
#STAINS ¢VARNISHES ¢ANTIQUE KITS

N

NGRTHVILLE

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR
: 215E. MAIN ST.
- 349-8585

K\ Daily 9:30-8:00 Friday 9:30-9:00 Sat. 3;36-8:00 ) /f

1974 THE OBSERVER & ‘BCCENTRIC
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Lwoma Mall {at Seven Mile and
Middle Belt, has 770,000 square feet of
floor space and parking space for
4,500 cars, Westland Center, at War-
ren and Wayne Roads, has 787,705
square feef of flgor space and parking
for 5,140 cars. Wonderland has 650,000
square feet of loor space and is ex-
panding,- and parking space for ;5,000
cars. Westland also has annouriced ex-
pansion plans,

Northland Center, at 8 Mile' and
Northwestern, 1.38 million square feet
of floor space and parking for 10,500
cars. The Northland J.C. Penney
store is expected to be completed this
year “to add 330,000 square feet of
floor space to Ih# Northland complex

Oakland:Mall, at 14 Mile and John
R. has 1.2 million square feet of retail
space andparking for 7.500 cars.
Somerset Mall, at Big Beaver and
Coolidge, has 350,000 square feet floor
space and parking for 2,400 cars.' Tel -
Twelve, at Telegraph and 12 Milé, has
500.000 square feet retail space and
parking for 5,000 cars.

: For central business districts: Det-
Toit has 7.2 millj vn square feet of re-
tail floor. spa Birmingham' has
782,000 square [eel of floor space; Mt.
Clemens, 240.000.square feet; Ann Ar-
bor. 631000 square feet: Monroe,
240.000 square feet: Port Huron, 1.2
mitlion square feet: and Flint, one
million square feet retail floor space.

Examplés of community shopping
centers in,Wayne County are: :Garden
Plaza, K - Mart, in Garden! City
{100,000 square feet and 1,150 parking
spaces); ‘K - Mart in Plymouth
(134,000 square [eel and-800 parking
spaces); K - Mart in Livonia (158.000
sduare feet and 800 parking spaces: K
- Mart in Westland (148,000 square
feet and 800 parking spaces):’ Kor-
vette in Redford Township (275,000
square feet and 2,100 parking spaces);
Shopper’s Fair, Livonia (95,000 square
feet and 750 parking spaces); and,
Wildwood in Westland, (135,000 square
feet and 963 parking spaces. '

Community shopping centers in
Oakland County lincludes: Bloomfield
Miracle Mile in Bloomfield Township
t4012€m square feet and 5,000 garkmﬁ

spaces; K - Mart at 8 Mile and Beeci
Daley ‘in Southfield (100,000 square
feet and 1,000 parking spaces); Down-
town Farmington Center, Federal.
(149.000 square feet and 1,000 parking
spaces; K - MArt in Troy :(110,667
square feet and 1.000 parking spaces);
K - Mart in Rochester (124,000 square
feet and 800 parking spaces; Kend-
allwood Center,. Crowley, in Farm-
ington Hills (138.000 square feet and
1,000 parking spaces: . Southfield
Plaza, Korvette and Federal. (268,000
square feet and 1,800 parking space 5
and, Topps in Farmington ' H:lls
(120.000 square feet and 1,000 par)ung
spaces}.

There were nmgeneml merchandlse
stores from Ohserver & Eccentric
communities listed in the SEMCOG
report. Aigeneral merchandise store
scheduled:to open this year, however,
is Meijers Thrifty Acres at Canton
Center and Ford Roads in!Canton
Township ‘with ‘250.000 sqaure . feet
floor space ‘and parking for 1,500 cars.

Farmingon Towne at Grand River
and- Halstead is a community :shop-
ping center: under construction to fea-
ture a K - Mart store and have 160,000
square feet, floor space and 839 park-
ing spaces when opened this year.

There is :also a regional shopping
center under construction in Novi at
Novi Road'and I - 9 to contain one
million square feet of floor space:

Inr Wayné County, most of the total
retail (loor space can be found in
community shopping centers while in
Oakland County the majority is in re
gional shubpmg ‘centers. Regionwide,
community shopping centers are most
common followed by central business
districts and then regional shoppmg
centers.

Preparation 0f the retail space
study was financed in part thrpugh
grants {rom the U.S. Department of
and U.S. Depanmenl

uf Housmg and Urban Develupmenl

2l|A1 0)7A

MICHIGAN'S
LARGEST GROWER
AND SUPPLIER OF
ANNUALS OF TOP

"QUALITY. .. .

BUY HERE

PUT COI.OR IN YOUR YARD WITH ANNUALS FROM

WEBER BROTHERS
GREENHOUSE

i
10105 W. 10 MILE, OAK PARK — JUST W. OF THE zo"o
LET, AN: EXPERT HELP YOU

BEAT THE PRICES AT THE GROCERY,: STORE AND GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES
WHERE YOU KNOW QUALITY. IS TOP i
Da-ly 9-7 Sunday and Holiday 9}12

350 VARIETIES OF
" COLORFUL :
FLOWERING PLANTS
PLUS HANGING
PLANTSTO '
CHOOSE FROM.

Plenty of FREE Parking
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f . THEGIFT THAT BECOMES AN HEIRLOOM)

J | 15700 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
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(GRANDFATHER
CLOCKS

| .
now at speciall savifgs!

+ Choosa ane of these impressive, bealtifully crafted grand-
tather clocks for your own home --or as a very. speclal
wedding, anniversary, birthday, or Father's Day gift! Each
clock, hand detalled and carefuily scaled for the size of
today'’s. home, features a dependable precision-built
movement, and will truly be the gift that lasts a lifetime!

Traditional-design grand-
father clock, an Impres-
sive 77" high, in - dis-
tressed cherry wood.
Features include a be-
veled glass door, glass
sides, lunar dial, -and
Waestminster chimes.

SPECIAL 8459

clock 75'h|gh anllqued pine,
brass dlal, 8-day weight driven
Weslmlns(erchlmes -

SPECL‘\L 8519

|
Hutch clock, 70%" high, antiqued pine
with hand decorated face, welqnl driven
chimes.

SPECIAL $269

clock, 72" high, In cherry ‘
wood, Tempus_Fugit dial, welgm driven West-
minster chimies.

SPECIAL 8349

M:chxgan s Largest Ethan Allen Deller

LIVONIA uTiIcA i

50170 VAN DYKE
Just North ‘of Five Mile Road Between 22 and 23 Mile Roads

PHONE 4228770 PHONE 7396100 .
OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY TILOPM. @ SATURDAY TIL5:30P.M
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