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OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Draft "reveals 'i‘m‘pact, )

co%t of Pernick Drain

By
FRANKLIN — The controver-
sial Pernick Drain plans have been
running underground for years,
with varying cost figures and in-
volvement of communities neigh-
boring SoutHifield. -
The dr:fft Environmental
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Impact Statement surfaced
‘Wednesday however and the cost
figures have more than doubled in
three years — to about $6,254,000
for. the recommended route.
‘When the Pernick Urain, to be
built exclusively in Sout_hfiefd, was
first discussed with any figures in
1971, the cost was estimz at
about $2.5 million. | N
Franklin was informed that al-
though the drain would not be lo-
cated within its boundaries, it con-
tributes to the. storm drain
problems of Southfield by its run-
off water, and its share of the cost
would be 15 percent.
The 1971 figure proposed to the
village was less than $400,000.
According to the draft environ-
mental statement drawn up by
Hubbell, Roth and Clark dated
June 17 and submitted to the Per-
nick Drainage Board and Oakland
County Commissioners July 24,
the Franklin share is approxi-
mately $938,000.

. ACCORDING TO" Trustee Pe-
ter Bertelson, who has:council re-
sponsibility for this proposal, “Itis
ineredible. They claim® they have
the right to force us to pay for

considered include placing & single
retention pond (basin) north of
Twelve Mile within the I-696 inter-
change area at a cost of $6,658,000
(Franklin's  proposed share
$999,000.) ;

Another alternative was in the
Eleven Mile-Pebble Creek areaata
cost of $10,109,100 (Franklin cost,
$1,516,000). i

The least experisive alternative, -

according to Bertélson, is a multi-
ple retention basin concept:costin
about $4,875,000 with the propose
Franklin share running $731,000.
All plans start atFranklins south

border. o ;

'All of these figures, he said, are
exclusive of the costs of rights of
way.and easements. :

iThe Franklin councilman quoted
the report offering the alternative
of “taking no action” which he said
would be beneficial, !

{"It would create no disturbance
and be the most tielpful alternative

to existing b | systems.” KE1-1000 BANAERICAR) l@
i He also quoted the stady, “(If | USEASIMSCHARSE A
the drain is not constructe )
planned development would be
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We take the portrait,
then you.get one print of
the bust pose etched on a
silver-like metal charm
and one print of your
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The Pernick Drainage Board
includes G.W. Kuhn, County
Drain Commissioner, as chairman
with D.T. Murphy, chairman of
the County Board of Auditors, and
R.R. Wileox; chairman of the
County Board of Commissioners,
as two members.-

Bertleson and his council prede-
cessor, Robert Anderson, have lon
resisted any involvement, financial
or otherwise, in the Pernick Drain,
stating repeatedly that it will not
benefit Franklin in any way.
| The council has frequently
stated publicly that it lacks engi-
neering proof from Southfield that
the village runoff waters contrib-
ute in any appreciable way to
Southfield’s problems. :

Only 60 acres of Farmington
Hills, on the Franklin Hills Coun-
try Club golf course {bordering the
village), will be assessed for partial
cost sharing. . .

The proposed Pernick drain will
discharge its flow of storm water
into the Rouge River south of the I-
696 interchange.

among many of the alternatives

Straus tells
campaign
financing

Kathleen Straus, candidate for |
the Democratic nomination in the '
17th Congressional District, dis-

-closed her campaign finances say-
ing release of the information was
in keeping with her pledge to pur-
sue election campaign reform.

Straus'said that as’ of July 15, :
the Kathleen Strause Election |
Committee had received $5,284 and |
Citizens for Strause .$1,490. Ex- |

penditures totaled $4,483 for ad- |

ministration, advertising and |
printing materials. She said her
contributions were primarily from |
individuals with the highest single
donation amounting to $500.

“It is to be hoped that all the
candidates in the 17th District
race will follow my lead and reveal
the amounts of all théir campaign
ifts and loans to date,” she said.

“Gubernatorial candidates, U.S. |
senators and most of our Con-!
gressmen have already done'so. !
Congressional contestants should |
follow suit, so that the 17th Dis-!

of the sources of support for each |

Hair Care
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of us before the August primary.”

ACCORDING TO Bertelson, |

|
\

trict clectorate has a clear picture| -

developed to its fullest extent.

{ “If devel twere to con-
t‘in‘ue, flooding would be aggra-
vated during periods of storm run-
off] This could only increase envi-
ronmental and social problems
brought about by periods of high
water,” he quoted. : -
; FRANKLIN'S OFFICIALS
have long felt that pressure to par-
ticipate in the drain cost was
“blackmail” for-the village’s even-
tual participation in a sewer and
water capacity :agreement involv-
ing Southfield. | - :

i Bertleson said, “I consulted with
our village engineer, Frank Webs-
ter, the minute I got the report and
e are organizing a defense.

i -“There will be no firm action
taken for two or three months and
before public hearings take place
we, as a council, will take every
step to avoid paying any part of
Southfield’s commercialization
problems,” he said.
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